
                                                                                                                    1                                                  Dorchester News        February 2022 

 

 

Dorchester News 
Free to every home in the parish 

February 2022 



  Dorchester News       February 2022                                                    2 

 

Local and national government 
Parish Council Notices 
From your Parish Council Chairman 
Traffic Survey Results 
From your District Councillor 
Local Transport and Connectivity Plan 
From your County Councillor 
From your MP 

24 
25 
25 
27 
28 
29 
31 

  

Schools and education  

St Birinus School News 
Dorchester St Birinus School 
Pre-school Sponsored Walk 

9 
9 

13 
  

Wallingford  
Wallingford Corn Exchange 33 

 

 

Advertising  
Advertising in Dorchester News 
Index of advertisers 

33 
35 

Deadline for   

March 

Dorchester News  

 

March 

Friday  

11 Feb 

In this issue 

Editorial Team 
Ian Brace, Gail Thomas  

 

Distribution Co-ordinator 
Maurice  Day 

Cover picture:  The Abbey churchyard under 

snow.  Photo by Gaynor Roberts 

A DoT view 
Have you made any New Year’s 
resolutions this year?  We have 
two contributors this issue who 
are hoping that some people have. 
Those litter pickers, Matthew and 
Maggie Grayson report on just 
how much litter they picked up 
around Dorchester last year. 
And the volume of it is 
staggering 
 
Mimia Umney-Gray returns to a 
regular theme in Dorchester 
News, dog faeces.  After having 
had ’a donation’ left on her front 
door step a few days after 
Christmas she wants to point 
out not just how unpleasant this 
is but the danger that it could 
cause to children and animals. 
 
Of course what both of these 
contributors are calling for is for 
us all to be more considerate of 
our environment and of our 
neighbours.  We are fortunate to 
live in a lovely village, so let us 
do all we can to keep it that way.  
Not all transgressors live in the 
village, of course, but we who 
do should be setting an example 
to discourage others. 
 
Covid-willing, this year is going 
to be Festival year, with all the 
fun and events that that entails.  
Let’s show the visitors who 
come to the Festival, and there 
will be many, not just what a 
lovely village Dorchester is, but 
a clean one too. 
 
Happy New Year to all.  

  Ian Brace 

email:  

dorchesternews@dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

Printed by  

Artisan Print Solutions 

Dorchester Abbey  

Family Service 
Farewells 
Talking Point 
Team Services 
Farewell to Revd Sue Booys 
Abbey Museum News 

3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
7 

  

Clubs, Societies and Sports 
Culham & District Horticultural Club 
Dorchester Lunch Club 
DADS Play Readings and Auditions 
Dorchester Village Hall 200 Club Draw 
Hempcroft Allotments 
Dorchester Historical Society 
The 1921 Census 
Dorchester Tennis Club 
Warborough and Shillingford WI 
DADS: Snow White  
DoT Football results 

4 
4 
5 
5 
5 
7 
7 
8 

11 
18 
23 

  

Village news/articles 
Festival News 
A Year in Trash 
Premature Awakening 
Brrr…  warp up warm 
Who would want dog excrement for Xmas?    
Gigaclear 

12 
15 
17 
20 
21 
23 

 

Art Music and Entertainment  
Two books for younger readers 
Goings-on at Wallingford Bookshop 
Crossword  No 20 
Tenebrae: Sounds of the Solstice 

8 
21 
24 
23 

  

Community and Charities    

Wallingford Food Bank 
Pearls before Poppies  
CPRE Flooding and Pollution Report 

5 
10 
28 

  

Tributes  

John Grant Robinson 17 



                                                                                                                    3                                                  Dorchester News        February 2022 

 

Talking Point this month is written by Rev 

Sorrel. Sorrel is about to go on maternity 

leave so, like me, she will not be a part of 

the very important conversations that are 

happening within the Team during Lent 

and within the wider Church under the 

umbrella title ‘Living in Love and Faith’. In 

my national church role I have been 

involved in some of the earlier versions of 

them. Today most of us know personally 

couples living in same sex relationships 

who are married – thankfully these 

friends no longer need to hide; and we no 

longer have to wonder and guess about 

their relationships as was once the case. 

I believe these changes are a real 

blessing - and one that I would prefer to 

take for granted. It’s always true that 

people are fierce about matters of faith 

because they care deeply about them 

and within the Church different views 

around this human issue are strongly 

held and the hope of the conversations is 

that they will be open and genuine, 

healing and fruitful. I hope you will join 

them – please contact Rev’d Rachel by 

leaving a message with the parish office 

if you would like to know more. 

Revd Sue Booys 

 

 

 

St Valentine’s Day, nestled in the middle 

of the month of February, is a celebration 

of love and romance. St Valentine was a 

third century Roman saint, who 

incidentally is also the patron saint of 

epilepsy and beekeepers. He was a 

bishop and a martyr, and he would 

probably be somewhat bemused to see 

his name associated with heart-shaped 

chocolates and soppy greetings cards. 

However, it is said that he performed 

secret weddings for persecuted 

Christians during the reign of emperor 

Claudius in the third century AD, which is 

where the association of St Valentine 

with love and romance may have 

originated. 

Christians believe that love and 

relationships are a gift from God, who is 

the source of all love and who is 

intrinsically relational, being three 

persons in one (Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit). Jesus also told his followers to 

‘love one another, as I have loved you’. 

Sadly, throughout history and today the 

church has sometimes fallen short of this 

ideal, and can be accused of being 

judgemental or hypocritical instead of 

exemplifying the ideal of love. None of us 

is perfect, but as Christians this is the 

goal by which we strive to live. 

 

Love takes many different forms, and our 

society today is very different from the 

one that St Valentine would recognise! 

People experience loving relationships in 

many different ways, including through 

deep and lasting friendships and through 

their close and extended families, as well 

as through the romantic love that comes 

from being with a partner. This year, the 

Dorchester Team is delighted to have 

lots of weddings lined up, some of which 

were postponed during the pandemic. In 

March, we will be holding a special 

marriage preparation day for couples 

who are getting married in our churches. 

We also offer wedding blessings and 

renewal of vows for couples who would 

find this helpful.   

Later this Spring, the Dorchester Ministry 

Team will be participating in a 

programme called ‘Living in Love and 

Faith’. This is a course running across 

the whole of the Church of England, 

involving discussions, study and prayer 

as part of the process of discerning a 

way forward in matters of relationships, 

identity, sexuality and marriage. These 

discussions will take place within a 

framework of kind, respectful and 

considerate debate as part of our Lent 

programme. If you are interested in 

taking part, please contact your local 

team vicar.  

Talking Point                                       Rev Sorrel Shamel-Wood  

Farewells 
It was a great sadness that it was felt right to postpone some 

of the Farewell events that people had so kindly arranged for 

us – we are really hoping that it will be possible to reschedule 

them in the near future. We were particularly sorry that the 

message about the Saturday coffee event did not get through 

to everyone. The love and care that has gone into their 

organisation of events for our departure, the kind and 

generous messages we have received and the truly 

memorable leaving service on 16 January have all given us 

so much joy – with more to come. Some of you will know that 

our plans to move have not been ‘plain sailing’ so it is likely 

that we will remain as tenants in the Rectory beyond the 

‘official’ date of 28 February. We look forward to continuing to 

see you on walks and in the Co-Op. 

With our love 
Sue and Richard 

  

Team Services 
27th Feb  

10.30am Team Service at Long Wittenham 

Ash Wednesday 2nd March 

9.30am Berinsfield 

7.00pm Dorchester Abbey  
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Dorchester Lunch Club 
The lunches in February will be on Wednesday 9 and 23 and 

will be in the Village Hall at 12.30 for 12.45. The cost is £5 in 

cash to pay when you arrive.  Please remember to check with 

me, Susan Jupp (phone 01865 341066) on or before the 

Monday of each date to confirm you would like to come as I 

can only accommodate 24 people.  If you have to cancel at 

the last minute on the day of the lunch you can contact me on 

my mobile 07907 778774. 

Susan Jupp 
Co-ordinator of the Dorchester Lunch Club 
Phone: 01865 341066 or Mob: 07907 778774 

Chiropodist 
Wednesday 9 February 

Village Hall 

Appointment only 
Call 07850 196714  

Culham & District Horticultural Club 

© RHS 

©Wednesday 16 February 2022  7.30pm   

Dorchester Abbey  

Colour, Smell and Taste 

Dr Alison Foster 

Discover more about the chemical basis for the colours, smell 

and taste of the plant world. 

Membership is open to all those who have a keen interest in 

horticulture (annual subscription £20). Meetings are monthly 

in Dorchester Abbey in the winter and visitors are welcome 

(suggested donation £4). Visits to local gardens are 

organised for the summer months. For more details 

telephone 01235  850381 or email judy@tiggercat.me.uk 

Sue and Richard would like to thank you all for the wonderful 

service of celebration and Farewell in the Abbey on Sunday 16 

January. For all the generous words and kind gift we felt 

extremely loved and honoured and are grateful for our time 

here and the many memories and friends we will take with us 

when we leave!  

Farewell to Revd. Sue Booys 
On the morning of Sunday 16 January, Revd. Sue Booys took 

her last service at Dorchester Abbey after 17 years as the 

rector, in order to retire with husband Richard.  Sue, often 

supported quietly and discreetly by Richard, has worked  

tirelessly over this time to invigorate the church community 

and  ensure that it is a central part of Dorchester life for all. 

Her final service was attended by around 240 people from 

Dorchester and other team churches and with many more 

watching it live online from around the world, reflecting her 

dedication to the work she has done in South Africa and 

Kenya. 

There were tributes from many people, including the Deputy 

Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, current and former parishioners, 

and clergy colleagues, with a recorded message from the 

Bishop of Oxford who was unable to attend because of illness.  

The messages spoke of her humanity, approachability and 

ability to get people to volunteer! They recalled her time not 

just at Dorchester but as Vicar of Warborough before that.  

Others paid tribute to her international work and also to her 

work on the Synod, the Church of England's central council.    

Sue has not just been the rector of Dorchester Abbey, she 

and Richard are friends of many in the village.  As they are 

hoping to move to Benson, no doubt we shall not be seeing 

the last of them in this capacity at least. 

Sue and Richard have sent the following message:   Sue Booys marks her retirement after the service 

with a glass of something bubbly. 
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Wallingford Food Bank 
December was a very busy month, but thanks to the 

generosity of local people there was a large amount of food 

to distribute. Nearly three hundred people received gifts of 

food and small Christmas presents.   

Sadly, there is still a need for the services of the food bank 

whose volunteers deliver goods to a wide area.  All donations 

of food or money, however small, are very welcome.  Thank 

you for your continuing support  

Judy Parker 

February can be a quiet time on the allotment. However if the 

soil is not too wet then some early planting will pay dividends 

later.  

• Plant garlic bulbs, and plant shallots in sheltered areas, 

and sow parsnip seeds. 

• Check spring cabbage and firm the soil around any that 

have been loosened by movement, and sow early cabbages. 

• Clean established asparagus beds ready for spring 

growth. Top dress with well rotted manure or compost. 

• Put early potato tubers to chit. 

• Sow lettuce and radish (under cloches if necessary). 

• Lift and divide rhubarb if it is getting congested. 

If you have not yet started planning the year’s planting then 

you might like to consider ‘Companion Planting’.  This is one 

way of controlling pests where different plant species are 

grown together so that one, or both, benefit the other in some 

way. Although there is little scientific evidence that it works, 

the technique has been used by gardeners for centuries. The 

following are a few of the better known examples. Where 

onions and carrots are grown together (with onions 

outnumbering carrots), attacks of carrot fly are far less 

severe. It is believed that the smell of the onions masks that 

of the carrots, literally throwing the carrot flies ‘off the scent’. 

Onions and carrots make good companions for another 

reason – carrots are long-rooted and onions short-rooted, so 

there is less competition for nutrients and water. There is 

anecdotal evidence that where cabbages are grown with 

unrelated plants like runner beans, there’s a reduced 

incidence of cabbage aphid and cabbage root fly.  Other 

aspects of companion planting are more complex. For 

example, some plants are known to exude chemicals that 

suppress pests. Marigold roots are known to release a 

nematode repellent so, in theory, they could help repel potato 

cyst eelworms. An added advantage of planting flowers like 

marigolds are their bright blooms which help attract beneficial 

insects such as hoverflies and bees. Strong-smelling French 

marigolds are also said to repel whitefly.  

Anyway, happy planning for the 2022 growing year. 

Edward Metcalfe 
340160 

edmetcalfe@yahoo.co.uk 

Hempcroft  Allotments   
February Dorchester Village Hall 

200 Club Prize Draw 

Congratulations to the winners of the 

December draw.  

Our Christmas draw has taken place, with the first prize 

increased to £100. The next draw will be in March, with the 

first prize reverting to £75. Join now for a chance to win! 

The 200 Club is a quarterly prize draw to reward supporters 

and raise funds for the village hall. We need new members 

to keep the draw worthwhile but there are good odds of 

winning as there is a maximum of 200 tickets in the draw. A 

ticket for the year (four draws from when you join) only costs 

£12 and you can have as many tickets as you wish.  

To join, contact Elaine Williams on 340441 or email 

200club@dotvh.org.uk for a form. You can pay by cash, 

cheque or standing order. 

Thank you for your support and good luck! 

Elaine 

1st Prize  £100 No. 2     Mr R Juniper  

2nd Prize  £45  No. 64   Mr R Taylor  

3rd Prize £25  No. 27   Mrs S Puri  

DADS’ Play Readings and Auditions 
for their Summer Production! 

DADS next play reading evening will be on Monday, 

7 February at 7.30pm via Zoom. The play will be chosen 

based on the numbers attending. Links to register for the 

reading are available on DADS' Facebook page and website, 

www.dads.org.uk. 

DADS’ summer play will be an extremely funny Jane Austen 

spoof, Mansfield Park & Ride by Brendan Murray. DADS will 

be hosting two readings of the play in March, one online and 

the other in the Village Hall to enable as many people as 

possible to be able to attend before the auditions which will be 

later in the month.  

Dates for your Diary (all start at 19.30): 

Monday, 14 March:  Reading Mansfield Park & Ride via Zoom 

Thursday, 17  March – Reading Mansfield Park & Ride in 
Village Hall 

Monday, 21 March – Auditions for Mansfield Park & Ride in 
Village Hall 

Thursday, 24 March – Call-backs if necessary  

Further details about the auditions and readings for Mansfield 

Park & Ride will appear in next month’s Dorchester News and 

online or from Mark Wilkin who will be directing the show via 

markrwilkin@gmail.com 

http://www.dads.org.uk
mailto:markrwilkin@gmail.com
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The 1921 Census  

An exciting new source for historians 
January 8 2021 was a landmark day for anyone interested in 

local or family history – the fully digitised 1921 census for 

England and Wales was published online by the National 

Archives (TNA) and their partners Findmypast. This census is 

particularly important as it was the first following WW1, and the 

last some of us will see, as most of the 1931 census was 

destroyed in a fire, and there was no census in 1941. The 

1951 census will not be accessible until 2051. 

The census was taken on 19 June 1921 and is a survey of 38 

million people living in England and Wales during a period of 

economic turmoil between two world wars and recovering from 

a global pandemic. Some of the data, such as the higher 

numbers of women in the total population, reflect the effects of 

war.  

It took a team of hundreds of Findmypast conservators, 

technicians and transcribers almost three years to conserve 

and digitise more than 30,000 bound volumes of original 

documents, a truly mind-blowing achievement, as anyone 

familiar with earlier censuses will readily agree.    

All sorts of possibilities open up for anyone interested in family 

or local history. In Dorchester, for example, we may be able to 

find out more about those who survived World War 1 – did 

they stay in Dorchester, or move on? What jobs were people 

doing? Who lived where?  Were there more ‘incomers’? 

To find out more, look up: www.findmypast.co.uk/1921-

census. The National Archives web site has fascinating case 

studies based on the census, and there is a new exhibition at 

its site in Kew. See www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/

news/ 

Margot Metcalfe 

Dorchester Historical Society 
Following our very well-attended November 2021 meeting, we 

are so sorry that due to Covid we had to cancel the meeting 

planned for January. We hope to be able to reschedule John 

Stevenson’s talk on Modern Architecture in Oxford. 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 23 February 2022, 

7.30pm, Dorchester Abbey Shrine Chapel, Members free, 

Visitors welcome (£3). Please wear a mask.  

Liz Woolley will talk on: 

Leisure and entertainment in Victorian  

and Edwardian Oxford 

In the mid nineteenth century changes in employment 

practices and rising real wages meant that ordinary working 

people found themselves, usually for the first time, with leisure 

time and with spare money to spend on recreation. All sorts of 

establishments arose to fulfil the new demand for entertainment, 

many of them aimed at keeping people out of the pub. This 

talk describes where and how Oxford citizens spent their free 

time, and how the middle classes attempted to impose 

‘rational recreation’ on their working-class contemporaries. 

 

Liz lives in Oxford and has an MSc in English Local History 

from the University’s Department for Continuing Education. 

She is particularly interested in Oxford’s ‘town’ - as opposed to 

‘gown’ - history, and in the lives of ordinary working citizens in 

the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

Dorchester Museum 
News 

           Edith Stedman’s  
           Yankee in an English Village 

         The Perfect Gift! 
Edith Stedman, a retired American academic, visited 

Dorchester every summer for about 20 years. She 

contributed extensively to the Abbey and the village and set 

up the Museum. Reissued 50 years after its original 

publication, Edith’s charming and amusing account of life in 

Dorchester during the 1950s-1970s, with detailed explanatory 

notes by Margot Metcalfe. Beautifully illustrated with twelve 

pages of photos of Edith and the village during her time 

here. Price £9.99. 

Available from the Wallingford Bookshop or Dorchester Co-

op, or  Dorchester Abbey Museum, via Linda Hender,11 

Page Furlong, 01865 340032 

linda.hender@btinternet.com 

NB a few early copies of this book were faulty: if you bought your 

copy at the Historical Society meeting on 24 November or the 

Museum Xmas Shopping afternoon on 27 November, please check 

that it is complete. Faulty copies have omitted the new preface by 

Margot Metcalfe, or have this preface at the back only, or at both 

the back and front.  Please return any faulty copies to Linda Hender 

(details above) to exchange for a new copy. Copies purchased after 

27 November are printed correctly. 

In the postscript to the new edition, p. 86, the design of the Abbey 
lych gate is wrongly attributed to William Butterfield instead of 
George Gilbert Scott. More on the lych gate next month. 

The YMCA building in George Street, Oxford 

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/1921-census
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/1921-census
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/news/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/news/
mailto:linda.hender@btinternet.com
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Two books for younger readers 
A Duck Called Brian, Al Murphy (pb picture book for 2-5 year 

olds, £6.99) 

For Brian, life is simple. He needs 

three things to be happy: cold milk; 

'duck nuts' breakfast cereal; and his 

best buddy, Gregory. But – disaster 

- all three things have gone missing! 

Setting out to find them, Brian 

makes lots of friends, and (spoiler 

alert) a miracle saves the day. Full 

of quirky pictures and quick quips. Made me smile. 

Worst Day Ever!: Aliens! Spaceships! Poo-scented air 

fresheners!, James Bishop (fiction pb, 4-8 year olds,  

Oxfordshire-based Bishop's Iguana Boy series, centring on 

the exploits of a young lad who has 

the rather disappointing superpower of 

being able to talk to iguanas, has long 

been popular with our younger 

customers. Worst Day Ever! looks set 

to do just as well. After all, what's not 

to like about a blue alien travelling the 

universe to find someone to help? 

Especially when that someone is a 

little girl locked in a groundhog-day 

cycle of stubbing her toe every 

morning. There's also the small matter 

of the end of the earth, to deal with. Just your average day, 

then! 

Karen Gurney 
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After a busy Christmas period, children are 

settling back into school very well and getting 

started on their exciting new topics. Our 

youngest children in Hedgehog class are 

learning all about different types of animals 

this term. They’re going to investigate cold countries, hot 

countries and find out about animals around the local area.  

Our Squirrel class are learning about superheroes this term. 

They will be finding out about Florence Nightingale and Mary 

Seacole and considering what makes someone a hero.  

The children in Fox class are finding out about the Anglo-

Saxons. They’re investigating the story of Beowulf and 

learning about King Alfred and some of his lesser known 

relatives who did amazing things.  

Our older children are having a geographical focus this term 

and learning all about mountains. They will be finding out 

where the highest mountains are, how mountains are formed 

and thinking about explorers conquering mountains. They are 

also taking part in a Greek art project with some other local 

schools which will culminate in an exhibition at St Helen’s 

School in Abingdon.  

We had an assembly to say goodbye to Reverend Sue in 

January and we would like to wish her well on her retirement.  

At the time of writing our school remains fully open although 

we have a great deal of children who are at home with 

Coronavirus. We have a robust risk assessment in place and 

we are taking every precaution we can to help to keep our 

community safe. 

Finally, we are in the process of having solar panels fitted to 

the flat roof at school in an effort to help improve the 

environment. We hope this has not caused any disturbance to 

our neighbours. 

Many thanks to all in our community for your continuing 

support.  

Jo Staples 

Headteacher 

St Birinus School News 

The Mission of Mercy: Florence Nightingale receiving 

the Wounded at Scutari (Jerry Barrett, 1857) 

National Portrait Gallery London. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Barrett
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Hello, I am Vicky Hart, the new secretary of 

Warborough and Shillingford WI.   

I have not been in the WI long but realise this is a very active 

and welcoming group so I have lots to report. This is the 

beginning of our Centenary Year.  We have planted a small 

oak tree and fritillaries on the Green East in commemoration 

of all the women who have gone before us. 

November 2021: after a cold, dull day WI members were 

treated to a warm display of colourful quilts expertly sewn by 

Gill Whitten. Gill mainly sews by hand and briefly explained 

her technique to attentive listeners so those that had been 

inspired to create a family quilt of their own could have a go.   

December 2021: Everyone was delighted that the Christmas 

party could go ahead in St. Laurence Hall, however, for the 

first time no guests were invited. Members enjoyed an 

evening of entertainment, wonderful food and wine and a 

convivial atmosphere.  

January 2022: Peter Adamson’s talk was changed to Zoom 

because of Covid. Despite this it was still  fascinating. Based 

on his curiosity about the relationship between history & the 

physical area of the Wittenham Clumps the excerpts he 

recounted definitely made me decide to buy his book ‘Landmark 

in Time’. 

2022 Programme: The coming year will have something for 

everyone in our Centenary Year: 

February: We look forward to welcoming Lorraine Lindsay 

Gale [a member] who will give an illustrated talk about the 

Archaeology of Warborough, Shillingford and Dorchester.  

The Walking Group: The group continues to thrive under the 

guidance of Chris Tilley and meets every other Friday at the 

bench by the War Memorial in Warborough or in Dorchester. It 

is a opportunity for people to meet one another while getting 

some exercise and fresh air – and explore our area which has 

so many footpaths.  

The Craft Group: There will be a need for bunting in this 

centenary year; Clare Dewell and Wendy Rapp had hoped to 

start a craft group to fill that need but feel it cannot be until 

members can freely get together without Covid worries. 

Meanwhile, Wendy has begun to make the special bunting 

incorporating the official WI Centenary logo and colours.  

Community Projects: The Shillingford Bus Stop replacement 

Project and improvements to the surrounding area are 

supported by our group. The Parish Council are considering 

this proposal. In the meantime, the bulbs donated by our WI 

and planted by Rachel Walker, Claire Dewell and Cynthia 

Felstead will guarantee a display of beautiful flowers in the 

spring.  

Membership: We are delighted to welcome new members from 

the three villages of Warborough, Shillingford and Dorchester. 

Lifts can be arranged for any residents who are interested but do 

not have transport. We would love you to join us.  

Vicky Hart, Secretary,  

vicky_hart_northwood@hotmail.com  

tel: 01865416437 

Liz Eaton  

President,  

lizmeaton@gmail.com  

tel: 01865858534 

Warborough &  
Shillingford WI 

mailto:vicky_hart_northwood@hotmail.com
mailto:lizmeaton@gmail.com
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W hat with Covid, lockdowns, the fuel 

shortage and so on, 2021 may 

have felt like a bit of a ‘trash’ year. But 

this is about trash in the literal sense. 

Many of us are frequently dismayed by 

the litter which we see everywhere these 

days. But have you ever wondered just 

how much rubbish is discarded by 

people, even just on the roads, pathways 

and verges of Dorchester? Well, here’s 

the answer, at least in terms of empty 

cans!  

On 1 January 2021, my wife and I 

decided to retain all discarded cans from 

our litter-picking walks around the village 

throughout 2021. Of course, we are by no 

means the only people who pick up litter, 

but what is shown here is probably 80% or more of the total. 

Our haul is pictured below and consists of 1,358 cans, each 

one representing an individual decision by somebody to 

despoil our environment rather than dispose of their rubbish 

responsibly. Imagine what that figure must be for Oxfordshire, 

or the whole country! 

Most of these cans came from the Henley and Abingdon 

Roads, the Rec and the path through the small wood at the 

end of the Oxford Road. Of course, it is not just cans. There 

are almost as many plastic and glass bottles, as well as crisp 

bags, facemasks, tissues/wet wipes and the inevitable 

McDonalds wrappings.  

Strongbow Cider wins the prize for generating the most 

rubbish, with 246 out of the 1,358 cans, closely followed by 

Fosters and Stella Artois. And one thing which became clear 

over the year from the patterns of littering was that it appears 

often to be the same people, probably not a large number of 

individuals, who do the majority of it. For example, the Henley 

Road attracts mostly Strongbow cans (always on the left side 

verge), whereas the path beyond the Oxford Road is largely 

Fosters and Stella.  

It was an interesting experiment and we learnt a few things 

along the way, including plenty of positives! Firstly, that there 

is no point just getting angry about it. For sure, it can be a bit 

disheartening to leave an area pristine only to find it littered 

again a day or two later. But there is 

definitely satisfaction and fulfilment in 

keeping our environment clean. There is 

none in giving up on it. It’s a bit like 

cleaning the oven or washing the car; not 

exactly what you want to do, but you feel 

a small sense of achievement when it’s 

done!  

The other good news is that it’s easy to 

keep on top of it, if done regularly. For 

example, a weekly sweep along Henley 

Road up to the A4074 generates 1 to 2 

bags of rubbish. That is easy enough but, 

if left for several weeks, it will accumulate 

and soon become as filthy as the A4074.  

Another example is the path beyond 

Oxford Road. The first time we cleaned it 

in September 2020, we collected 11 large 

Biffa bags of rubbish, much of which had clearly been there for 

many months. But now, a sweep yields just 1 to 2 carrier bags-

full.  

From what we have observed, absence of litter probably does 

not deter would-be litterers. But, what is much more certain is 

that some level of it attracts a whole lot more. That’s why I 

believe that aiming for zero litter, rather than tolerating a 

certain amount, is the most effective response over time.  

Finally, we found litter-picking is quite sociable and we met 

many charming people. Some said things like ‘you 

shouldn’t have to do that’, which is correct, of course; if 

people did not drop litter, nobody would have to pick it up. 

But, it’s our village and there is nobody more than we who 

live here with a greater interest in keeping it clean. And it 

really doesn’t take much. All that is required is in the photo 

below; a litter picker (easily available on Amazon), a plastic 

bag or two and gloves. With just a few of us each adopting 

an area, road, path or patch and picking up regularly, it is 

perfectly possible to sustain zero litter and keep Dorchester 

looking its best. 

I’m interested to meet others who like doing a small bit to 

tackle the plague of litter that blights our country these 

days. If any existing or potential new pickers are interested in 

coming together to coordinate what we do, how about getting 

in touch with each other? I would be happy to hear from you 

on  matthewgrayson773@gmail.com  
Matthew Grayson 

A year in trash! 

mailto:matthewgrayson773@gmail.com
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John Grant Robinson died peacefully on 

6 November 2021. He was the much-

loved husband to Antonia and father of 

Justin, Matthew and Abigail. In his later 

years, John was also grand-father to 

Justin, Dylan, Ciara and Noelle and 

delighted to have first Debbie and then 

Suzanne as his daughters-in-law.  

Born 15 May 1932 to Hugh Ferguson 

Robinson of Rothesay and Alison Joyce 

Grant of New Zealand, he led a nomadic 

early life on account of WW2. His mother 

took the family to New Zealand where he 

attended school with Maori children who 

taught him rugby and toughened him up. 

Unfortunately, he was terribly scalded in 

an accident with boiling water used for 

laundry. After six months of saline baths 

in hospital, a young doctor employed skin 

graft techniques originally used on Battle 

of Britain pilots and were reported in 

academic journals. Having saved his life 

this way, his parents took a convoy back 

to England without waiting for the war to 

end – U-Boats attacked and several 

other ships were lost with all hands. But 

John remembered fondly a large trout 

baked in clay that the Maoris gave them 

for their journey. 

With his Kiwi accent and burns, John did 

not integrate easily into school life and it 

was a credit to Marlborough College that 

they took him on, built up his strength 

with boxing and taught him soldiering. 

When war broke out in Korea, John 

volunteered and was posted to lead a 

platoon of the Royal Norfolk Regiment at 

the age of nineteen. He defended a 

hilltop on the front line, actively patrolled 

No Man’s Land and co-ordinated his men 

effectively although some were tragically 

lost, mainly to mortar fire. His favourite 

tale was organizing a Christmas service 

in some ruins close to enemy positions 

even if he did secure a perimeter with 

sentries. It is a wonder they got away 

with singing hymns standing with 

weapons set aside and some way from 

their positions. 

Being of a generation that had little 

support for mental health, John largely 

failed to build a steady career although 

he did some occasional good work as a 

management consultant. He spent many 

years in the Territorial Army with the 

Parachute Regiment where he felt at 

home. Sitting in front of desk made him 

restless and he was not prepared for the 

politics and tricks of business. His wife 

Antonia worked hard to support him in 

his initiatives and found work herself to 

secure some kind of regular income for 

the family. John’s mother was a stalwart 

throughout his life and his father had 

spent his youth as a soldier in the 

Balkans during WW1 so understood 

some of the challenges. John managed 

the estate of the translator Arthur Waley, 

being his mother’s second husband after 

his parents divorced. 

In his last years, he established a strong 

bond with his grandchildren as ‘Grumps’ 

and his scandalous language and 

provocative humour marked him as a 

vivid and warm personality from their 

youth.  

John Grant Robinson 

1932-2021 

Another year does dawn, and already record high temperatures 

have been recorded for the time of year. So global warming 

really is occurring then, whether or not you believe human 

activity is causing it, or, just making it worse. ‘It’, being the 

natural warming and cooling cycles of the planet itself. 

I’m already seeing people out in their gardens at this 

unseasonably warm time of year. The new season vigour and 

energy, so visibly seen, is something to behold. Don’t be too 

keen though, as a cold snap could still do a lot of damage. 

Alongside, keep in mind the wildlife that shares our gardens 

with us, may still be hibernating, so try not to disturb it too 

much, too early. Otherwise, you’ll risk unsettling the balance. 

Much of what’s hibernating could well be the predators of 

what we call pests, so they are our friends and companions. 

Hibernation is a way many creatures survive the cold, without 

needing to forage for food, or migrate to somewhere warmer. 

Animals may die during hibernation from lack of fat, really 

severe weather, or premature disturbance by us, if we are out 

gardening early in the year. 

So, although many gardeners are already waking up early this 

year, due to the warmer than normal spell, remember, that 

hibernating creatures are not as adaptable as us to going 

back into hibernation once disturbed if the weather happens 

to get bad again for any extended period. 

Let’s enjoy the warmer winter by all means, but lets do it with 

balance. 

Happy Gardening 

Stuart Mabbutt 

Wildlife Gardening Specialist 

Premature Awakenings 
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W hen DADS announced it would be back in the village 

hall, after a two-year COVID shutdown for all indoor 

theatrical performances, this time for a traditional Christmas 

Pantomime, I was asked to write a review of the show.  

The chosen panto was Snow White, surely the best loved 

children’s story made unforgettable by the genius of Walt 

Disney. As such, everyone has firm expectations of how each 

character should look and act, posing problems for any 

company wishing to retell the tale. We all know the central 

plot of a beautiful young princess facing death from a wicked 

Queen wanting to eliminate competition as ‘the fairest in the 

land’, as proclaimed by a ‘Magic Mirror’. Her safety is 

eventually assured by seven dwarfs, fairies and assorted 

other characters. It all ends happily with the Queen 

overthrown and Snow White falling in love with her handsome 

prince.  

So, how did DADS bring this classic story to life? Simply by 

assembling one of the largest casts it has ever put on stage, 

some playing more than one role. And their combined talents 

delivered a show to be remembered!  

Key to this was Snow White and new to DADS was Alice 

Hope. She was perfect. She looked the part, acted the part, 

and sang like an angel. You could see exactly why the Queen 

wanted her done away with. 

And in Louise Auckland we had a 

very wicked Queen who would 

stop at nothing to do this. Louise 

relished the part, becoming truly 

scary and evil, as evidenced by 

the growing intensity of booing 

with each new entrance. Her 

sidekicks were ‘Pick’ (Hayley 

Poole) and ‘Mix’ (Sue Booys). 

They were sent to take Snow 

White on a one-way trip into the 

forest, but instead set her free, 

where she met The Seven 

Dwarfs. At this stage It is fair to say that these dwarfs were 

very different to the ones created by Disney. For a start one of 

them was a woman, plus they were not at all dwarfish in 

stature, one being well over 6 feet tall. Nevertheless, Stuart 

Poole, Ed Metcalfe, John Cornelius, Russell Bailey, Richard 

Farrant, Catherine Paul and Steve Eyre created one of the 

most remarkable troupes to ‘Hi-Ho’ its way onto an ‘amdram’ 

stage.  

No Panto is complete without a Dame, and what a Dame we 

had with Mike Lord! A living example of every man’s worst 

nightmare of a woman and a voice like a foghorn. Terrifying, 

but supported by two hopeless ‘assistants’, Maxine Briscoe 

and Rachel Winslet Morris (who had a laugh that could 

shatter windows) and the inevitable custard pie routine. Then 

we come to the ’Magic Mirror’. Never before had I seen 

anything like the DADS mirror, which suddenly lit up like a 

Christmas tree, came to life and danced around with Christine 

Jones strapped inside it while she delivered Ernie Wise 

quality poetic judgements . Amazing.  

As always, there were forces of good to combat the forces of 

evil. Chief of these is, of course, was the Fairy Godmother 

saving the day, Rosemary Mills. And Sally Bell as Fairy 

Announcer, made sure we all knew where we were in the 

‘A show to be remembered’ 

‘Magic Mirror was Amazing’ 

‘Truly scary and 

evil queen’ 
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story, having been distracted by 

all sorts of sub-plots and 

entertainments. One of these was 

a comedy routine with Ian Brace as a stand-up yokel, another 

involving a thieving cat, Jane Brooks. 

We all know there must be a handsome prince and we had 

one; Ryan Fanin, a relative newcomer to DADS, who looked 

most worthy of Snow White’s attention. Other members of the 

cast included Graham Baxter (King), Michael Herbert 

(Courtier), James Pratt (Aide), and young Carys Sadler, who 

performed with great confidence and charm. 

As always, the backstage team was excellent. Incredible 

costumes, great lighting effects and a superb pianist, Ian 

Salisbury, all brought together by hard-working director Ann 

Winslet and producer Jane Brooks. 

Interestingly, I experienced the from two different angles. On 

the opening night, Thursday, I was Front of House in the lobby 

and bar area, so I could hear the performance but not see it. 

The following night, Friday, I sat in the audience. There was a 

definite difference in atmosphere from one performance to the 

other. On Thursday there were very few children (school the 

next day), and I felt this audience was more reserved than 

usual when it came to barracking the action. On the positive 

side, DADS was delighted to welcome a good number of 

wheelchaired residents from our local care home. I know they 

really enjoyed it as I spoke to many of them as we loaded 

them into their transport vehicle, but they were very quiet 

during the show. So, I wasn’t entirely surprised when I heard 

more than a few audience members leave saying it lacked 

energy and pace and there were far too many scene changes 

with nothing much going on.  

Friday was a completely different reaction. Lots of children 

and much more refreshment bar patronage changed 

everything. Panto needs audience participation and much-

loved traditions such as ‘It’s behind you’, ‘Oh no it isn’t’ etc. 

Booing the baddies, cheering the goodies, and sing-along 

competitions with sweets for kids all gave DADS an audience 

that became a noisy and happy part of the panto action. This 

in turn fed performers and everyone had a party. I’m pleased I 

was there for both nights as this allowed me to soak-up the 

different reactions that the same show, the same cast, and the 

same effects generated one day apart. I enjoyed it.  

After two years absence DADS is now back in action in the 

village hall and it’s looking stronger than ever. 

Keith Russell              

‘Alice Hope was perfect  

as Snow White’ 

‘DADS is back and 

stronger than ever’ 

‘Incredible costumes, great 

lighting, superb pianist’  
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Brrr…  Wrap up warm. 
Juist because it is now February and the snowdrops are out, it doesn’t mean that you can afford to discard your winter 

woollies just yet.  Here is a reminder from February last year, taken by Lara Fernandez de Marcos, of sheet ice caught in the 

fencing .  It makes me shiver to look at it. 

In these pictures, Sheila Puri has captured the patterns in 

the early morning frost taken on the 14 January this year, 

just to remind us that 2022 can be cold as well. 

Can you guess where Sheila found these frost patterns? 

Answer on page 34. 
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Now, with the excesses of the festive 

season behind us, we are filling the 

shelves with an abundance of lovely 

paperbacks. In addition to the following, 

keep an eye out for Unsettled Ground by 

Clare Chambers (pb, £8.99) – a Costa-

Award-winning novel about 51-year-old 

twins who have lived their entire lives with 

their mother in an isolated, rural cottage. 

When her sudden death puts their 

sanctuary under threat, interaction with 

society becomes unavoidable, and family 

secrets start to unravel. I loved it. 

Seed to Dust, Marc Hamer (non-fiction pb, £9.99)  

Like sitting down to chat with one of the wise old boys (or 

girls) at the allotments, Seed to Dust – A Gardener's Story is 

enchanting. Hamer has worked the same 12 acres of private 

garden for decades. He and the garden's elderly owner, Miss 

Cashmere, can go months without speaking 

to each other, merely exchanging the odd 

wave of companionable acknowledgement. 

Hamer has designed the garden, planted 

it, and nurtured it. He knows and loves 

every square inch of it and quietly tells its 

tale, dropping in incidental nuggets of 

horticultural knowledge and folklore along 

the way. The 'belle' in Bellis perennis 

(daisies), he tells us, ‘means 'innocence' 

in the language of flowers’ - like peonies 

they close at night and look like ‘a tiny pinky-white pearl 

floating up on a string.’ Hamer has seen a thing or two in his 

63 years; he has been homeless, he's worked on the 

railways, and he's been a fine-art student. Now, with creaking 

knees, an ever-observant eye for each season's changes, 

and an understated, meditative air, he reflects, month-by-

month, on the cycle of growth and decay. A book for dipping 

into, or devouring. 

The Stranger Times, C.K McDonnell (fiction pb, £8.99)Fed-up 

with her husband's extra-marital shenanigans, Hannah has 

walked out on both him and his immense wealth. A gloriously 

fresh start beckons, but the state of Hannah's long-neglected 

CV has left her employment options pretty limited. Which is 

how she finds herself interviewing for a job 

in rainy Manchester at The Stranger 

Times - a paranormal newspaper that 

covers ‘stories of people doing all manner 

of disturbed and disturbing things’ (or, as 

the paper's ex-Fleet Street, grumpy, editor 

refers to it, ‘hippy claptrap’).  Curiosities 

are not, it turns out, in short supply. As 

well as the many UFO- and zombie-

related stories coming in on the paper's 

‘loon line’, more troubling and tragic 

events are unfolding. Style-wise, The 

Stranger Times is the closest thing I've ever read to Pratchett 

and Gaiman's Good Omens. And that, as the battered, oft-lent 

nature of my copy will testify, is high praise indeed. 

Karen Gurney 

Goings-on at Wallingford Bookshop 

The other morning, we opened our front door to be confronted 

by a large pile of dog excrement just a foot of so from the door 

mat. This was not the first time and was particularly disgusting 

and annoying as we don’t even own a dog! 

We spent the next quarter hour armed with trowel, brush and 

disinfectant removing the mess that some selfish, 

inconsiderate dog owner had left for us to deal with. 

This is an unpleasant subject but one 

which is necessary to have a proper 

conversation about because this is 

happening all too often and there are 

laws against it. From 6 April 2016 it 

became law that all dogs and puppies 

had to be chipped. Thereby, all dogs 

would have their DNA on a database 

no doubt, which could then be used to 

trace back to the owner.  

There are free bags and dog waste 

bins strategically placed all over our 

village. Our four cottages are set back 

from the main pavement and seems to 

attract dogs to use it as a lavatory, 

often during dark winter evenings and 

mornings whilst no one is about.  

On one occasion some years ago, we 

had an early hospital appointment, 

when a similar mess was left on our 

pavement. Dashing for the car in the 

dark, it was not noticed before it got trodden into and then 

walked back through our home causing us a lot of stress, 

expense and necessitating a new carpet! 

Our local monthly magazine, Dorchester News has often 

written on this subject and has asked people to clear up their 

dog mess left around the village. Children in particular are at 

risk of illness from dog faeces. The local farmer has pleaded 

with people not to leave it lying around 

as it is dangerous for their livestock. 

Talking to neighbours recently they 

say they often also have to clean up 

similar messes outside their front 

doors. The owners of these dogs 

should be found and heavily fined. Do 

we really need to have ugly CCTV set 

up on our homes, spoiling further our 

beautiful village, in order to catch 

these anti-social pests? Of course, 

most owners look after their pets 

perfectly it is just the few who don’t 

seem to care. 

Mimia Umney-Gray 

By the way, you may recall  that in 

September we reported that Mimia’s 

Verbascum had grown to 2.61m tall.  It 

eventually stopped growing in October 

at  2.77m.  What a height! 

Who would want dog excrement for Christmas or New Year? 
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BCP level 3 certified teacher specialising in back & joint care, 

sports rehab, pre & post natal and  
Parkinsons Disease 

Beginners and Mixed Ability Classes in Benson  
and Dorchester On Thames 

121 sessions available for personalised  
programmes 

To book contact Claire on 07801 298 978 

www.millstreampilates.co.uk 

claire@millstreampilates.co.uk 

Bell Motors 
Behind H Cafe at the Berinsfield roundabout 

 
MOT’s while you wait 

£15 discount on MOT’s when you quote this advert 

 

 On site MOT bay and Workshops. 

All makes and models catered for 
Need a service give us a call. 

 

Electronic diagnostics:~ engine management, ABS, air bags all 
undertaken. 

Need a SERVICE. (10 % discount when you quote this advert) 
We supply and fit exhausts, brakes, batteries  

We will carry out any MOT work required. (tyres and air con 
please call for quote)  

 

Free collection of your vehicle,  
or we will take you home and collect you upon completion. 

 

We will come out for breakdowns/recovery as needed. 
Welding, you break it we will try and repair it, and not just your 

car!! 
Garden machinery not starting we may be able to help? 

All credit and debit cards welcome. 
 

MOT`s   01865  341039 

WORKSHOP   01865  341155 

MOBILE   07931970392 

St Mary’s Dental Practice 
Dr Ash Ratti (BDS Hons) Kings College London 

www.stmarysdental.co.uk 
 

21a St Mary’s Street 
Wallingford Oxon OX10 0EW 

Tel 01491 825252 
 
We are a family orientated Practice located in the centre of 
Wallingford providing care and consideration from all 
members of my team to help provide you with all aspects of 
your dental requirements. 
 

For further information, or make an appointment, 
please call my Receptionist on 01491 825252 

mailto:claire@millstreampilates.co.uk
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27/11/2021 Dorchester First 0 3 Steventon First 

04/12/2021 Milton United Dev 5 0 Dorchester First 

11/12/2021 Dorchester First 2 3 
East Hendred AFC 

First 

08/01/2022 
Watlington Town 

Reserves 
2 4 Dorchester First 

15/01/2022 Dorchester First 1 1 
Cholsey United 

Firsts 

 

Football Results 

North Berks League 

Div 1 

Notice from Gigaclear 
We have nearly completed all of the main civils works in the 

community, and anticipate that this will be complete over the 

next month or so, although this is subject to change. Following 

this, there will still be work to connect the network in areas 

where we are using existing infrastructure. We also anticipate 

the main access cabinet to become live at some point by the 

end of March, and shortly after this becomes live, some 

residents will be able to place an order. Residents will be 

notified individually by leaflet when their connection is live. 

If residents have any queries, please contact our Network 

Build Care team at networkbuildcare@gigaclear.com or by 

calling 01865 591137. 

Imagine entering a darkened church. Shimmering golden-

green lights illuminate pillars and windows and quiet forest 

sounds bring the world around them to life. The place is 

imbued with magic, and it feels as though one has stepped 

into another world entirely.  

A concert experience like no other, and unforgettable 

performances from some of the UK’s top musicians, often 

interwoven with spoken poetry and readings. Fairy trails and 

poetry and colouring competitions: all waiting for you through 

the Chiltern Arts 2022 programme.  

Chiltern Arts starts the season with a weekend in February. 

The award-winning choir Tenebrae open the season in 

Dorchester Abbey on 25 February; and in Henley-on-Thames 

the following day, experience the stunning combination the 

Ferio Saxophone Quartet and the Corvus Consort performing 

baroque and renaissance music, alongside the world premiere 

of a new arrangement of Vaughan Williams’ cantata In 

Windsor Forest. Plus, families can join Eboracum Baroque as 

they explore Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, with the opportunity to 

create some beautiful artwork too. 

And later in the year, for a week in May, the Chilterns becomes 

home to more world-class musicians, including the Albion 

String Quartet, the celebrated duo Catrin Finch and Seckou 

Keita, Jeneba Kanneh-Mason, the soprano duo Fair Oriana, 

guitarist Sean Shibe and the City of London Sinfonia. 

For tickets & more info: chilternarts.com 

mailto:networkbuildcare@gigaclear.com
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Monthly Meetings 2022 

The next Council Meetings will take place on Wednesday 9 

February commencing at 7.30 p.m. and on Wednesday 9 

March also commencing at 7.30pm. The agenda will be 

posted on Village notice boards and on the Parish Council 

section of the Village website: 

 www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk - three clear days in 

advance of each meeting.  

All Parish Council meetings are open to the public and any 

resident who wishes to raise any matter of concern is 

welcome to do so at the start of the meeting.  

Christmas Tree 

The Parish Council thanks all those residents who contributed 

to the decoration of this year’s Christmas Tree. Their work 

was much appreciated and admired. 

Annual Precept 2022/23 

The Council has approved a small increase of 2.92% which 

takes next year’s Precept to £45,800. This averages out at 

£95 per dwelling for the year,. 

Contacting the Parish Council 

The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The Pigeons (next to 

The Fleur de Lys), 5-7 High Street, Dorchester-on-Thames 

OX10 7HH Telephone (during normal office hours, please, 

unless an emergency) 07745 311439.  

Texts are always welcome.  e –mail: 

 parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

Cllr Mark Williams, the Chairman, can be contacted via 

chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk  

For information about the Parish Council go to https://

www.dorchester-on-thames.co.uk/parish-council/ This 

includes the minutes of all Parish Council Meetings and 

financial information such as monthly bank balances and 

payments as well as a record of all planning matters upon 

which the Parish Council has been consulted and reports 

from our County and District Councillor. 

Parish Council Notices 

Across 
7.   I try ipad's inconsistency...         (9) 

8.   ...to show limited character numbers.      (5) 

9.   Prison room the press man shunned.      (9) 

10. It could be George getting on an old boat naked.      (5) 

12. The first to open for a price sweetie.        (6) 

13. An old delivery point to cool and heal as an alternative  (4.4) 

16. Talk about an event (we are included).         (6) 

19. Problem child? It's bananas starting to feel under  
 loved.      (7) 

22. Boasting of putting a grand into an outlandish barn 
 gig.     (8) 

25.  Show up in a third epic tantrum.         (6) 

27.  Posh legs are moving, stick with them.      (5) 

28. A very loud Reagan, and Heath took umbrage. (9) 

29. The tests are round about songs without words.(5) 

30. In assembly can sir stem his bad behaviour.    (9)                                          

 

Down 
1.  She could come out strongly against the army 
 game.       (6) 

2.  Clearly the details may be in charge.     (8) 

3.  In Kerry put up the pictures Marvin!       (6) 

4.  The lustre Tchaikovsky held for a while.(7) 

5.  Turn to Devon but be uncomfortable afterwards. (6) 

6.  An unfortunate leper round the junction gets the 
 bird.     (6) 

11. To get to the party some of the loyal again  

 turn up    (4) 

14. Nothing very strong on holiday.    (3) 

15. Shortly dispose of the old measure.      (3)                                         

16. Broadcasting a tentative attempt.       (3) 

17. An uncertain request for music.       (3) 

18. Keep the noise down there's a bomb coming up, or is it 
 another weapon?        (4) 

20. Hung and died in the deep end sadly.   (8) 

Dorchester News Crossword No.20                    
Compiled by Slider 

http://www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk
mailto:parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
mailto:chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
https://www.dorchester-on-thames.co.uk/parish-council/
https://www.dorchester-on-thames.co.uk/parish-council/
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This month I’m going to concentrate on the traffic calming 

survey and the next steps.  

Firstly, thanks to the 114 of you from all parts of the village 

who gave your views. This has certainly got people animated 

on all sides of the debate. The findings are shown in the box 

alongside this update.  

Taking account of our own survey of traffic volumes and 

speed that we undertook in the summer, plus the overall OCC 

intention to introduce 20mph as the new norm into communities 

over the next three years, (where it has support) and now the 

results of this survey, the Parish Council has agreed the 

following:  

• The overall balance of opinion from residents is clearly in 

favour of taking up the opportunity offered by OCC to 

implement a central 20mph zone. 

• We will apply to join the 20mph scheme with a zone that 

should cover the area from approximately the Abingdon 

Road junction to the bridge and all backstreets within 

those boundaries. We will work on the precise details with 

Highways.  

• The Parish Council was mindful of the feedback about 

possible proliferation of signage so our support is for 

implementing OCC’s recommended approach to simply 

replace each existing 30mph sign with a 20mph sign, 

where practical, without additional road marking or 

chicanes/humps etc. 

• The support for speed indicator signs on the village 

approaches, near Meadside and on the southern part of 

Abingdon Rd was also clear, both from residents of those 

areas but also from the wider village.  

• Speed indicator signs are part of a separate OCC initiative 

from the 20mph zones and we will work with Highways to 

see if they will fund four possible pole sites, two heading 

into the village near Meadside and south of the Sailing 

Club, and two heading out of the village near the sewage 

works and at the bottom of Abingdon Rd.  

• Speed indicators to go on these poles would need to be 

funded by the Parish Council so we will consider the right 

way forward with the Highways team with our starting 

preference of funding one sign which we can move 

between the four sites periodically, an approach which 

Highways have suggested could be both effective and 

proportionate.   

• OCC have a 3-year target for implementation of the 

20mph zones across the County, where required. To 

manage expectations, we would not expect Dorchester to 

be at the very top of their priority list, but we hope that by 

showing our clear community view we will improve our 

position on the priority list.  

• These initiatives are not the end in themselves. The level 

of response shows many of us care about making these 

changes effective to improve the way our community 

operates. To that end any residents who would like to play 

an active role in implementing these initiatives would be 

welcome. Please do let me know.   

• The survey responses also included many innovative 

ideas and traffic related topics. These have not been 

ignored but the OCC 20mph scheme does not routinely 

provide for humps, chicanes, traffic light or one-way 

systems unless there is a critical problem. We do not 

believe Dorchester has such a problem, so we will not be 

looking to pursue those.   

• A number of residents also commented on the ongoing 

problem with pavement parking on the High Street. We will 

work with Highways to see what we can do to enforce 

parking regulations. But, in the meantime, we do urge 

residents to take responsibility themselves and not 

obstruct other users movement.  

Thanks once again to everyone who gave their views. We 

know we can’t please everyone with the outcome we have 

decided upon, but we are confident this is a best fit with the 

feedback you have provided and the support on offer from 

OCC. We will keep you updated on progress. And don’t 

forget, if you want to help make this effective, please do 

contact us and offer your help.  

  Mark Williams 
Chairman DoT Parish Council 

From the Chairman of 

the Parish Council 

Traffic Calming Survey Results  
114 survey responses were received. 

Opinions are, not unsurprisingly, varied and passionately held 

on all sides: 

• The clear majority of responses from across the village (79%) 

favoured some form of additional traffic calming measures. 

• Amongst those who favoured doing something, preferences 

were fairly well split with 77% supporting a 20mph zone 

through the central areas of the village and 64% supporting 

measures to encourage conformance to speed limits in 

Meadside and Abingdon Rd; clearly many residents 

supported both measures. 

• Those who did not favour further measures generally felt 

that there was not any underlying issue that needed to be 

addressed in light of the data from the speed survey we 

undertook in the summer, that there were other traffic 

priorities, and/or had concerns about the possible 

proliferation of unsightly signage and about the cost to OCC 

or the parish of implementing such measures. 

• Those in favour highlighted topics such as being keen to be 

part of the wider 20mph initiative across Oxfordshire; the 

desire to provide control of speed as cars accelerate from 

the natural speed control provided by the cars parked in the 

centre of the village; to provide better speed control in 

Meadside and the lower part of Abingdon Rd and the desire 

to moderate car behaviour near the school. 

There were also a wide number of additional comments 

including some on parking on pavements, increased parking 

restrictions on the High St, the use of humps or chicanes 

(both for and against), one-way systems or traffic lights to 

both control speed and also discouraging rat-running, 

changing the 30mph to 40mph on the outer reaches of the 

village and frustration at the lack of enforcement by the police 

as well as comments about the noise we still suffer from 

motorbikes on the bypass. 
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Vouchers for residents struggling 

With the cost of living crisis impacting families across the country, 

a reminder that the Council is supporting residents struggling to 

afford household essentials. 

Using money from the Government’s Household Support Fund, we 

are helping pay for vulnerable households’ food, energy, and water 

bills and other essential household costs. 

The funds are not restricted to people who receive benefits, and a 

range of factors are taken into consideration when assessing 

applications. The scheme ends in March 2022. Just search for 

‘Household Support Fund’ on our website, www.southoxon.gov.uk. 
 

Homelessness in South Oxfordshire 

The Council’s housing team worked intensively in the weeks up to 

Christmas to ensure households at risk of homelessness had 

sustainable accommodation. Two placements were made over the 

Christmas period for people with a connection to the Vale of White 

Horse.  

It is pleasing to report that the number of rough sleepers recorded 

as of 31 December 2021 was zero for both South and Vale. This is 

the first time since 2013 there has been no rough sleeping 

recorded across both Districts, and is testament to the success of 

the Councils’ strategy of preventing homelessness. South 

Oxfordshire was the first council in Oxfordshire to adopt the ground-

breaking Housing First approach to preventing homelessness, a 

system that has since been adopted across the county. 

Local Government Finance Settlement 

The government announced its provisional local government 

finance settlement on 16 December, the fourth consecutive one-

year settlement. It’s not clear how the government expects 

councils to make medium or long term financial plans when it 

repeatedly provides one-year settlements – something it began 

doing long before the pandemic. 

Cllr David Rouane, leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, 

expressed disappointment at the settlement. ‘Despite the 

government’s claims of an overall increase in spending, this 

amounts to a real-terms cut in our finances. Councils like ours 

around the country are working hard to balance the books – a job 

that is made significantly more difficult by government cuts and by 

the lack of any long-term clarity.’  

The council will be responding to the government’s consultation on the 

settlement proposals and intends to publish its response shortly. 

Parental Leave Policy 

Following similar moves by councils across the country, South 

Oxfordshire District Council has adopted a new policy on parental 

leave for councillors. The policy aims to provide a positive and 

supportive environment for members with family responsibilities. It 

will help to ensure members are representative of our community, 

contribute towards increasing the diversity of experience, age and 

background of councillors, and also help us to retain experienced 

councillors.  

Garden Waste Collections 

A reminder that we are now able to start taking on new customers 

for the garden waste service.  Anyone interested should go to 

www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/

recycling-rubbish-and-waste/garden-waste/ 

Planning Enforcement 

An updated Planning Enforcement Statement has been approved 

by Council. The statement sets out the new approach to the triage 

and handling of complaints to improve efficiency and transparency 

and to help address the large backlog of complaints that has built 

up since the start of the pandemic.  

The new Enforcement Statement and approach will be subject to 

quarterly appraisal as part of the Council’s ongoing performance 

review process and the Statement itself will be reviewed after 12 

months.  

New Gambling Policy 

At Full Council on 6 December, Council also agreed a new 

gambling policy. A key change is the passing of a ‘No Casino’ 

resolution meaning that applications for casinos will not be 

considered in the district. This was agreed on the basis that the 

district is not a suitable location for a casino, that casinos bring the 

potential for criminal exploitation and money laundering and that 

casinos expose the vulnerable to the risk of gambling harm and 

problem gambling.  

Quarterly Performance Reports 

Since September, we have been publishing a quarterly Strategic 

Performance Report on how the council is carrying out all the 

objectives in our corporate plan, which has main themes ‘Protect 

and restore the natural world’, ‘openness and transparency’, 

‘action on the climate emergency’, ‘improved economic and 

community wellbeing’, ‘Homes and infrastructure that meet local 

needs’ and ‘investments that rebuild our financial stability’. It has a 

very readable summary for what has been done on each theme 

and I recommend having a look if you’d like to know in real detail 

what the council has been doing. The latest report is for the period 

July-September 2021, with a new one coming shortly. All the 

reports can be found in the Corporate Plan section of the website. 

https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/

sites/2/2021/11/Quarterly-Report-South-Q2.pdf 

Climate Action Plan 

The council has will shortly be publishing its Climate Action Plan, 

once approved by Cabinet, setting out all the actions we propose 

to take to reduce the climate impact of the council’s activities to 

‘net zero’ by 2025, as well as to help the district as a whole get 

there by 2030 – a long time ahead of the government’s 2050 target. 

The latter will of course need to include working together with other 

councils, charities, businesses and residents to be achieved. 

Robin.Bennett@southoxon.gov.uk 

tel. 01865 858680 

m. 07979 646815 

    From your District Councillor… 

                   ...Robin Bennett 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/garden-waste/
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/garden-waste/
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/11/Quarterly-Report-South-Q2.pdf
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/11/Quarterly-Report-South-Q2.pdf
mailto:Robin.Bennett@southoxon.gov.uk
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We would like to invite you to an online webinar introducing 

Oxfordshire County Council’s Local Transport and 

Connectivity Plan (LTCP).  

The LTCP is our long-term county-wide transport strategy. It 

outlines our vision for transport in the county and the policies 

required to deliver this. It will be used to decide how we 

manage transport and the types of schemes we implement. 

Public consultation on the LTCP and supporting strategies for 

freight, innovation and active travel, runs from 5 January 2022 

until the 16 March 2022. All documents and the online survey 

can be found here: https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ltcp. 

We would like to hear your feedback and the webinar is 

intended to help you respond to the consultation. At the 

webinar we will introduce the LTCP in more detail. You will 

also have the opportunity to hear from the cabinet member for 

Travel & Development Strategy and take part in a question 

and answer session.  

 Confirming attendance: 

If you would like to attend, you can now book onto one of the 

sessions by completing the booking form on the LTCP 

consultation webpage - https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ltcp.  

Joining instructions for the meeting and a confirmed agenda 

will be sent at least one day prior to the session taking place.  

Any questions: 

If you have any questions about these workshops, your 

booking or have any special requirements to enable 

representatives from your organisation to participate, please 

contact the council by email at LTCP5@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 

 Kind regards, 

Joe Kay 

Strategic Transport Lead 

Infrastructure Strategy 

Team 

Meeting Date Time Location 

Town and Parish Councils 01/02/22 7pm – 8:15pm Virtual (using MS Teams) 

General public 07/02/22 7pm – 8:15pm Virtual (using MS Teams) 

Remaining workshop dates and times: 

 

Findings show that at least 17% of towns & parishes in 

Oxfordshire experience flooding problems and at least 20% of 

towns & parishes experience issues with sewage/sewerage 

infrastructure. 

CPRE Oxfordshire wants to see: 

• Thames Water setting out clear measures to address the 

issues raised in this report, including targets and investment 

commitments. 

• Local MPs supporting the Sewage (Inland Waters) Bill and 

the Environment Bill to ensure water companies are legally 

bound to stop discharging raw sewage into the ocean and 

rivers. 

• Oxfordshire Plan 2050 to ensure all new developments 

demonstrate that their associated infrastructure will either 

maintain or improve water quality, not add to the risk of 

flooding, and be in place before the site is occupied. 

The river Thames to achieve Bathing Water designation. 

CPRE Oxfordshire has produced an interactive map 

highlighting where the issues are, view the map and download 

the report from our website: www.cpreoxon.org.uk 

Did your Town or Parish Council respond? If not, you can let 

us know what flooding and/or sewage issues your 

neighbourhood is facing. 

 Contact campaign@cpreoxon.org.uk  

CPRE Oxfordshire Flooding and Pollution Report 
A survey of Oxfordshire’s Town & Parish 

Councils, 2021 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ltcp
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ltcp
mailto:LTCP5@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk
mailto:campaign@cpreoxon.org.uk
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Local Transport and Connectivity Plan consultation 

The consultation on Oxfordshire’s Local Transport and 

Connectivity Plan (LTCP) document and supporting strategies 

for freight, active travel and innovation started on 5 January 

2022 and run until 16 March 2022. The LTCP is Oxfordshire’s 

statutory Local Transport Plan. It outlines the long-term vision 

for transport in the county and the policies required to deliver 

this. This includes how we look at things like park & rides, 

which could be replaced with more innovative transport hubs.  

View the plan and give us your thoughts here: 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ltcp (Also see p 28) 

Golden Balls roundabout scoping 

Oxfordshire County Council has set up a project team to 

specifically investigate the Golden Balls roundabout. A 

consultant has recently been appointed to undertake updates 

to OCC’s strategic transport model to enable testing of 

potential interventions at/near Golden Balls, and to undertake 

high-level initial assessments of a variety of potential Park and 

Ride locations and bus priority measures. Public engagement 

will be key to this process, and the project team will contact 

Parish Councils (and others) to engage specifically on this at 

the relevant time. 

County Youth Service returns to Oxfordshire 

I’m delighted that the return of a County Youth Service has 

been announced, with dedicated youth workers for the first 

time since the service was scrapped in 2011. 

The new Youth Offer will provide initially targeted support and 

outreach to young people, focusing on early intervention to 

reduce risk of exploitation, offending behaviour, substance 

misuse, exclusion, housing issues as well as improving mental 

wellbeing. The new service is a first step towards a sector-wide 

shift to universal youth work openly available to all children and 

young adults. 

Oxfordshire’s new Youth Offer will be delivered through the 

recruitment of 22 dedicated youth workers across the County 

supported by a Service Manager. Four workers will operate in 

each district, with two county-wide youth workers who will 

respond to short term issues and concerns in specific areas. 

The service is aimed at being operational by the end of 

February 2022. 

Oxfordshire at top of recycling table for eighth year   

In 2020-21, residents recycled, reused, or composted 59.5 per 

cent of their household waste, an increase on the previous 

year’s figure of 58.8 per cent, according to government figures. 

The continuing COVID-19 pandemic has made it another very 

difficult year for everyone, so we appreciate the effort that has 

gone into keeping our recycling rates so high. However, over 

half of the waste that is thrown away could have been recycled, 

repaired or reused.  

The total amount of household waste produced in Oxfordshire 

was 310,479 tonnes for 2020/2021. And 186,052 tonnes were 

reused, recycled and composted, which created a carbon 

benefit of 126,603 tonnes of CO2e compared to disposing of it 

through landfill. 

Oxfordshire’s five district and city councils, which operate 

the kerbside collections, also achieved excellent results in their 

national categories - South Oxfordshire DC came second. 

 For those looking to reduce their waste further, 

the ‘Community Action Group’ network and ‘Replenish’ project 

have lots of opportunities to get involved with local schemes, 

and tips on how to reduce waste and improve their local 

environment. 

Using libraries and heritage services to help people in 

Oxfordshire connect, create, learn and grow  

We are publishing a new draft heritage and libraries strategy. 

The strategy sets out how such services will be delivered in the 

years up to 2027 considering the changing needs of 

Oxfordshire's growing population. Residents will be able to take 

part in the consultation on our digital consultation and 

engagement platform Let’s Talk Oxfordshire, 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk, from 24 January 2022.  

Reporting issues using Fix My Street  

It is now newly possible to report problems with footpaths and 

cycle routes, as well as the usual potholes and highways 

issues, using the app- https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Shillingford Bridge 

We are looking closely at ways to improve safety and reduce 

non-local traffic on Shillingford Bridge. OCC Cabinet members 

Tim Bearder and Pete Sudbury visited the bridge with me and 

local residents to have a closer look just before Christmas, and 

we are in discussions with OCC officers on what next steps can 

be taken. 

Information on vaccinations for Covid-19  

Getting vaccinated and boosted remains the best thing you can 

do to protect yourself and your families against getting 

seriously ill from Covid-19. For the latest information and 

advice, go to https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/

coronavirus-covid-19 

robin.bennett@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

tel. 01865 858680 

m. 07979 646815 

    From your County Councillor… 

                   ...Robin Bennett 

https://cagoxfordshire.org.uk/
https://replenishoxfordshire.com/
https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/coronavirus-covid-19
mailto:Robin.Bennett@southoxon.gov.uk
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A new year, but many of the same issues roll around. My 

inbox continues to be dominated with issues around COVID 

19 and, as always, some opposing views on how we continue 

to deal with the situation. As schools have returned some 

have expressed concern at the risk of greater exposure and 

there is concern too over health issues other than COVID 

where people are seeking, often long awaited, treatment. 

However the balance of views being expressed is increasingly 

towards a sense that we need to learn to live with the COVID 

virus and move from pandemic to endemic. This is my view 

too. The Coronavirus Act 2020, which came into effect on 25 

March 2020, has a two-year time limit. This can be extended 

by Parliament but, as it stands at the moment, I think it unlikely 

that the Government will seek the support of Parliament to do 

so.  

Looking to the year that lies ahead I hope that the plans to 

mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee will be able go ahead as 

planned for the central weekend of celebration in June. It 

would be good to be able to have this national celebration as a 

time for communities to come together once again. Details of 

the programme, which is a year long celebration are available 

online at https://www.royal.uk/platinumjubilee. I would be 

interested to know what plans communities across the 

constituency have.     

Thinking about communities I am pleased that the Charities 

Bill has now been introduced to the Commons. It has long 

been acknowledged that charity legislation can be complicated 

and unduly burdensome which can hinder charitable activities 

in some respects. I know that this has been a concern for 

many in this constituency and beyond. In response to a report 

from the Law Commission, which has been supported in the 

charity sector, this Bill was introduced in the Lords and has 

been through the full process in that House. It was introduced 

to the Commons on 11 January and will received its second 

reading later in the month.   

Another important piece of work launched at the start of this 

year is a consultation on proposals to help developments 

achieve Biodiversity Net Gain. This would put protecting and 

enhancing the environment at the heard of housing and 

infrastructure developments. I know that many in the 

constituency will be interested in this. £4million has also been 

earmarked to help Local Planning Authorities prepare for 

Biodiversity Net Gains by helping to restore wildlife, plans and 

landscapes after building work has taken place. The 

consultation which is asking interested parties on the details of 

how biodiversity net gain should be delivered can be found 

online at the Government Consultation webpage. 

www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-

biodiversity-net-gain-regulations-and-implementation 

Whilst on the subject of the environment I would like to assure 

those who question that I did not vote to allow water companies 

to pump sewage into our rivers. I actually voted in favour of a 

package of measures to reduce harms from storm overflows. 

Please see my website for further comment.  

As the year progresses there will continue to be challenging 

issues to debate with strongly felt views on all sides. I am 

always interested to know the views of constituents even if we 

agree to differ. If there is an issue that concerns you please do 

share your thoughts. Email is the easiest way in you have access 

to that. My email address is  howelljm@parliament.uk. 

Alternatively you can write to at the House of Commons 

(House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA) or my constituency 

office (PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD).  

If you would like to know more about my work on behalf of the 

Government and the Constituency please do look at my 

website which is regularly updated. The address is 

www.johnhowellmp.com. Further details of the work of 

Parliament is available on the parliament website at 

www.parliament.uk.  

    From your MP… 

                   ...John Howell 
 

mailto:howelljm@parliament.uk
http://www.johnhowellmp.com
http://www.parliament.uk
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T.W Hayden 
Heating Services 

 

Tel: 01865340720 
Mobile: 07813904055 

E-mail: Twhayden@tiscali.co.uk 
 
All plumbing and heating works undertaken. 
Free estimates. 
 
 

15 Fane Drive, Berinsfield,  
Wallingford, Oxford, OX10 7NB 

STEVE WILKINSON & SON 
Est 1990 

Property maintenance in 

Dorchester area 

Painting: Interior and Exterior,  

Plastering, Stonework, 

Patios, Repointing brick & stone, 

Fencing. 

Telephone: 01865 891554 

Mobile: 07885 538514 
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Advertising in  
Dorchester News 

Costs per issue are for an eighth of a page £11.75 mono, £12.75 
colour; quarter page £23.50 mono, £25.50 colour; half page £35.25 
mono, £38.50 colour and full page £47.00 mono, £51.00 colour.  
There are ten issues per year. 
 
Please send artwork to  
dorchesternews@dorchesteronthames.co.uk  
one week before the deadline for editorial copy given on page 2. 
 
One-time adverts, please send a cheque, payable to ‘Dorchester 
Abbey PCC’, to  
Nick Forman,  
Willoughby House,  
73 High Street,  
Dorchester-on-Thames,  
OX10 7HN.  

February 

Tues 1 West Side Story   

Thurs 3 Mothering Sunday (15)  

Fri 4 Easy Virtue (PG) 

Sat 5 The 355 (12A)  

Sun 6 The King’s Man (15) 

Mon 7 The King’s Man (15) 

Tues 8 The Electrical Life of Louis Wain (12A) 

Wed 9 The Electrical Life of Louis Wain (12A) 

Fri 11 Licorice Pizza (15) 

Sat 12 Licorice Pizza (15) 

Sun 13 Jules et Jim (12A) 

Tues 15 Boiling Point (15) 

Wed 16 Boiling Point (15) 

Fri 18 Titane (18) 

Sun 20 Nightmare Alley (15) 

Mon 21 Nightmare Alley (15) 

Tues 22 Nightmare Alley (15) 

Wed 23 Parallel Mothers  (15) 

Thurs 24 Parallel Mothers  (15) 

Fri 25 Belfast (12A) 

Sun 26 Belfast (12A) 

Cinema: All regular performances normally start at 7:30pm 
unless stated otherwise.  

Tickets £8 for Adults and £5 for under 15s unless otherwise 
stated. 

All events now have full seating. This is in line with the 

practices and guidelines elsewhere. We are asking patrons to 

still sanitise their hands, and of course wearing a face 

covering is now mandatory when inside the building. We’ll 

continue to fog all public areas after each performance. We 

have recently installed new air filters as a safety precaution. 

We’re grateful for patrons for their observation of all the Covid 

rules that we have implemented in the theatre. Please look 

out for new updates for the programme on the website 

www.cornexchange.org.uk. 

Live Screenings 
Wednesday, 2 February, 7:30pm  

Bill Murray’s New Worlds 

All tickets £10 

The final show in Bill Murray’s tour, filmed at the Acropolis in 

Athens. This quirky performance of prose, song, dance and 

exquisite music was described by the Guardian as ‘curious 

and uniquely pointless’. A must for Bill Murray’s many fans. 

Thursday, 10 February, 7.00pm  

NT Live: Leopoldstadt 

Tickets £15 (adults), £12.50 (seniors), £10 (under 18s) 

Tom Stoppard’s Olivier Award-winning new play Leopoldstadt 

is a passionate drama of love, family and endurance.  

We follow the story of Hermann Merz’s family in Leopoldstadt 

across half a century, passing through war, revolution, 

impoverishment, annexation by Nazi Germany and the 

Holocaust. A company of 40 actors represent each generation 

in this epic, but intimate play. 

Monday, 14 February, 7.15pm  

The Royal Ballet: Romeo and Juliet 

Recorded live from the Royal Opera House,  

Tickets £15 (adults), £12.50 (seniors), £10 (under 18s) 

Romeo and Juliet has become a classic of the ballet repertory 

since its creation by Royal Ballet Director Kenneth MacMillan 

and its premiere in 1965. In this special screening on 

Valentine’s Day, the doomed lovers attempt to find their way 

and a family feud leads to tragedy for both the Montagues and 

the Capulets 

Thursday, 17 February, 7.00pm  

NT Live: The Book of Dust – La Belle Sauvage 

Live broadcast from The Bridge Theatre, London, 

Director: Nicholas Hytner 

The Book of Dust – La Belle Sauvage by Philip Pullman, 

adapted by Bryony Lavery 

Tickets £15 (adults), £12.50 (seniors), £10 (under 18s) 

Set twelve years before the epic His Dark Materials trilogy, 

this gripping adaptation revisits Philip Pullman’s fantastical 

world in which waters are rising and storms are brewing. 

Eighteen years after his ground breaking production of His 

Dark Materials at the National Theatre, director Nicholas 

Hytner returns to Pullman’s parallel universe. 

 

Live on Stage 
Saturday, 19 February, 3.00pm    

Didn’t I used to be Simon Williams? 

Tickets £10 (talk only), £20 (premium tickets to include tea 

afterwards with Simon) 

Simon Williams, actor in Upstairs Downstairs, The Archers 

and much more, has been in the business for over 50 years. 

He’ll be sharing his motley bag of memories and anecdotes, 

chatting about the fun times and the down times. He may get 

wistful about the changing world we live in and will probably 

dish some dirt along the way. Plus, he’ll be taking questions, 

no matter how awkward! 



  Dorchester News       February 2022                                                    34 

 

Sun 

20 Feb 

Second Sunday before Lent 

8.00am      

Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

10.30am  

Sung Eucharist 

Wed 

23 Feb 

Lunch Club 

12.30pm 

Village Hall 
 

Dorchester Historical Society 

Leisure and Entertainment in  

Victorian and Edwardian Oxford 

7.30pm 

Dorchester Abbey 

Fri 

25 Feb 

Tenebrae 

Sounds of the Solstice 

7.30pm 

Dorchester Abbey 

Sun 

27 Feb 

Sunday before Lent 

8.00am      

Holy Communion (BCP)  
 

10.30am 

Team service at Long Wittenham 

Sat 

5 Feb 

OSJ Concert 

7.00pm 

Dorchester Abbey 

Sun  

6 Feb 

Fourth Sunday before Lent 

8.00am      

Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

10.30am  

Sung Eucharist 

Mon 

7 Feb 

DADS Play reading 

7.30pm 

Zoom 

Wed 

9 Feb 

 

Chiropodist 

Village Hall 

Appointment only see page 4 

 

Lunch Club 

12.30pm 

Village Hall 

 

Parish Council Meeting 

7.30pm 

Sun 

13 Feb 

Third Sunday before Lent 

8.00am      

Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

10.30am 

Family Service 

 

5.00pm 

Choral Evensong 

 

Pre-School Sponsored Walk 

11.00am 

Pre-School 

Wed 

16 Feb 

Culham Horticultural Club 

Colour, Smell and Taste 

Dorchester Abbey 

7.30pm 

Tuesday Coffee Morning 

11.00am 

Dorchester Abbey 
 

Abbey Bell Ringers 

Practice 

7.30pm 

Wednesday Mobile Post Office 

2.00-3.00pm but may vary due to 

Covid 19 

Outside Co-op 

Thursday Wellbeing Walks 

10.00am 

Outside Co-op 

Friday Abbey Junior Choir 

Practice 

6.00pm 
 

Abbey Senior Choir 

Practice 

7.00pm 

See also the Parish Council website:      

www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

 

Tuesday Zumba Gold 
9.30am 
 

Busby Dance 
3.15pm 
 

Wednesday Tango 
7.30pm 

See   

dorchesteronthamesvillagehall.org.uk/

#calendar 

for forthcoming events. For St Birinus RC Church  go to: 

www.stbirinus.co.uk  

For current information about other services 

at Dorchester Abbey see  

www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk 

Parish Registers 

Baptisms  

9 Jan Christabel Rose Garside  

  

Marriages  

10 Dec James Wicks and  

Isabelle Cabral  

  

Funerals  

26 Nov John Grant Robinson 

1 Dec Richard Jeremy (Jerry) 
Nudds  

Sheila’s frost patterns on page 20 

were on her car windscreen. 
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Bus Services  
Bus services by Going Forward buses  
Dorchester to Wallingford  
Mondays10.29 from Dorchester War Memorial  
Return from Wallingford Market Place at 11.45  
 
Fridays: (Two services) 9.46 and 10.28am 
from Dorchester War Memorial  
Return from Walliingford Market Place at 11.50 
and 12.15 
 
Dorchester to Didcot 
Mondays only from Dorchester War Memorial 
only at 9.38 
And return from Didcot Tesco at 12.15 or 
Didcot Parkway Station E4 at 12.25 

 
Other Bus Services 

Services X39 X40 go every 30 minutes from 
the bypass at the end of Drayton Road to 
Oxford and Wallingford. Information about bus 
services, is available from www.traveline.info, 
and 0871 200 2233.  
 

Age UK 
The UK’s largest charity working with older 
people For help and advice etc. go to   
www.ageuk.org.uk  
 

Wallingford Volunteer Centre 
WVC Volunteers provide help for the elderly, 

disabled or vulnerable, especially by giving lifts 

to medical appointments at hospitals in Oxford, 

Abingdon and Reading. You need to register 

as a client.  Contact the Centre for more 

information. 01491 836345 

 www.wallingford.volunteercentre@gmail.com 

 
Contacting the Parish Council 

The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The 
Pigeons (next to The Fleur de Lys), High 
Street, Dorchester on Thames OX10 7HH; 
07745 311439 (during normal office hours, 
please, unless an emergency); 
 parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk.  

 

RAF Benson 
For information on flying schedules and night 
flying, www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/
stations/raf-benson/documents/raf-benson-
flying-programme/ . 

Contacting the police 
To report a non-emergency crime, or to give 
information to Thames Valley Police, call 101. 
Alternatively, call Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555111. In the event of an emergency dial 
999. 

 
Health Services 

Direct Line to Urgent  
Local Health Services 

Dial 111 to access urgent local NHS health care 
services. Where possible, they will book you an 
appointment or transfer you to the people you need 
to speak to or send an ambulance if they think you 
need one.  For non-urgent health needs you should 
contact your GP in the usual way. 

 
Minor Injuries 

The Minor Injuries Unit at Abingdon Hospital, 
Marcham Road, daily from 10.00 am to 10.30 pm: 
01865 903476. 
 

A&E 
The nearest A&E units are at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital in Oxford (01865 741166) and the Royal 
Berkshire in Reading (01183 225111) 
 

Surgeries 
Berinsfield Health Centre:  01865 340558 

Clifton Hampden:   01865 407888 
Millstream Benson:  01491 838286 

Room Hire 
Abbey Guest House Bookings 

To hire the Abbey Guest House for private 
functions, meetings, exhibitions, etc, contact Kate 
Herbert on 01865 340007, 
email admin2@dorchester-abbey.org.uk  
 

Hire of Dorchester Village Hall 
To hire our Village Hall, contact Emma Shrimpton 
bookings@dotvh.org.uk or 01865 689452.  
 
Please telephone at least 24 hours in advance to 
arrange collection of the key. 
 

Faults and Complaints 
Pothole, Street or Road Problems 

Abandoned vehicles, dog fouling, flyposting or 
graffiti,  flytipping or litter, street cleaning, such as 
broken glass in a cycle lane, unlit lampposts, 
potholes can be reported on 
fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk.  In an 
emergency, call  0345 310 1111,. 
 

Blocked Drains 
Ring Thames Water for blocked drains on 0800 316 
9800. Callers will be asked for the postcode of the 
address where the drains are blocked. 
 

Refuse collection 
If your rubbish is not collected on the due date  
contact the contractor direct. Call 03000 610610 
and the website:  www.morerecyling.co.uk  
 

Power Cuts 
If you suffer a power cut call 105 to get National 
Grid who will put you through to the network 
operator.  
 
 

Animal Welfare 
RSPCA (wildlife): 0300 123 0206 
St Tiggywinkles animal rescue: 01844  292292 
Swan Lifeline: 01753 859397 
 

 
Mobile Post Office 

The Mobile Post office stops outside the Co-op 
every Wednesday between 2.00 and 3.00pm but may 
vary. 

 

Useful Contacts 
Anglican Priest  
Dorchester Rectory 
01865 340007 
 

Abbey E-mail:  
admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
Contact details for Church Wardens and other 
Abbey information are on the notice board in 
the Abbey. 
 

Abbey Website  
www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
 

Village Website 
www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk 
 

Roman Catholic Priest  
The Presbytery 
Fr. John Osman  
Bridge End 
01865 340417 
www.stbirinus.co.uk 
 

Dorchester Abbey Museum E-mail 
museum@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
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Useful Information 

Refuse  Collections 

 Weekdays from 7.00am 
 
Weekly: food waste (in bio-
degradable starch-based bag or 
wrapped in newspaper, in green 
caddy). 
 
 

The recycling centre at Oakley 
Wood (off the A4130) is 
open.8.00am – 5.00pm seven 
days a week.  Check website 
www.oxford.gov.uk/ 

Fri 4 Feb 

Fri 11 Feb 

Fri 18 Feb 

Fri 25 Feb 

Black 

Green 

Black 

Green 
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