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DoT view 
Here we are again, in lockdown once 
more.  Consequently we seem to 
have almost nothing stirring within the 
village except for that shining light at 
the heart of Dorchester, the Co-op, 
and the visitors who come here for 
their  exercise. 
 

Otherwise Dorchester is dark. No 
clubs and societies, no pubs, no 
restaurants, no tea rooms. 
 

There was some light over Christmas, 
when there was a tree outside the Co
-op and another  in the Abbey, which 
brought us cheer with their little 
twinkles.  And so many homes in 
Dorchester were also lit up, providing 
a festive backdrop when we most 
needed it.  Some of those lights are 
celebrated in our centre page spread 
this month.  If your lights are not there 
we apologise, but some of them 
required a contortionist to get a 
picture. 
 

On the front and back pages we 
record some of the floods around the 
end of December and early January, 
when Day’s Lock was cut off for the 
first time for a few years. 
 

The Diary page has only a few online 
activities, but I have just heard 
someone on the radio say that 
nothing lasts forever.  With the 
vaccine being rolled out, let us hope 
that they are right and the Diary page 
will soon fill up again.   
 

Lastly, but importantly, we would like 
to thank all our advertisers, many of 
whom are not open for business at 
the moment, but who continue to 
support Dorchester News.  Without 
your advertising we would not be able 
to have this newsletter.  Thank you.  
 

Ian Brace 
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I wonder how much we will miss 2020? 
‘Good riddance to it’ sums up most of 
the conversations I have had about 
2020.   When a few people were asked 
to sum up 2020 as briefly as possible 
these were a few of the printable 
responses given. 
Discombobulating 
Overwhelming 
Exhausting 
Corona coaster 
Dark 
Looking forward to the vaccine 

The last response ends on a note of 
hope and we know that our GP 
practices have been rolling out an 
efficient plan which means that now, in 
mid-January, everyone in the highest 
priority seems to have been vaccinated. 
WE are fortunate – in many parts of the 
country people are still waiting 
anxiously for this particular invitation.  
In these gloomy days one of the 
feelings I have been struggling with of 
late is hope.  In the face of so much that 
is overwhelming how can we feel 
hopeful?  What does it mean to live 
hopefully while we are still so deeply 
affected by the COVID pandemic? 

We have entered a new national 
lockdown, and in our local Team churches 
we have reluctantly taken a decision 
that until at least early February we will 
not be holding public worship on 
Sundays.  At one level this is a 

profoundly sad moment, perhaps made 
easier by the ‘battery charge’ of some 
lovely but different Christmas services 
attended by many in person and many 
more online. A huge thank you to all my 
colleagues – singing, technical and 
clerical who made this possible.  We 
have most definitely not closed, the 
building is open daily and just as in our 
schools students and pupils are learning 
in a wholly different way we are doing 
things differently Whilst there is a real 
threat in meeting together, our 
communities will be gathering for 
worship, thanks largely to the god given 
gifts of new technologies that enable us 
to connect in many new ways.   

I think that closing our buildings for 
public worship at this time is an act of 
love towards neighbour, it is also 
profoundly hopeful.  By making a sacrifice 
now we are making a statement about 
being able to meet again to worship in 
person in the future. 

I like these words from Barack Obama. 

‘Hope is not blind optimism. It's not 
ignoring the enormity of the task 
ahead or the roadblocks that stand in 
our path. It's not sitting on the side-
lines or shirking from a fight. Hope is 
that thing inside us that insists, despite 
all evidence to the contrary, that 
something better awaits us if we have 
the courage to reach for it, and to 
work for it, and to fight for it. Hope is 

the belief that destiny will not be 
written for us, but by us, by the men 
and women who are not content to 
settle for the world as it is, who have 
the courage to remake the world as it 
should be.’ 

Hope is a very important word, it is not 
just blind optimism but an act of faith 
and sometimes uttered through gritted 
teeth. To hope is to act in the belief 
that something is the case before we 
know it to be so. To hope is to make a 
choice and to believe that God’s final 
word is not gloom and despair but love.   

To choose to limit our activities now is 
to participate hopefully. Faced with a 
new lockdown it is easy to feel that we 
are back to square one but we are in a 
different place - there are no doubt 
difficult times and decisions ahead, but 
we do have the vaccine, we also know 
that despite many tragic deaths many 
people have also recovered from this 
dreadful virus.  We express our 
neighbourly love and concern best at 
the moment by keeping apart and 
protecting those who are most at risk.   

At the beginning of 2021 this is what it 
looks like to be loving – and to be 
hopeful.  

On behalf of all the Clergy I wish you all 
a happy and hope-filled 2021.  

Talking Point                            Rev Caroline King 

Christmas Thank You’s  
We are so grateful to all the people who helped us to bring 

you a different but full range of Christmas services both in 

person and online this year; choir, flower arrangers, practical 

supporters all worked twice as hard and more. Thanks also to 

the team of people who brought the outdoor crib to the 

Cloister Garden - they have already promised to do this again 

next year!! Also thanks for the Piper who cheered our hearts 

in the week before Christmas. Wonderfully there are too 

many people with so many diverse gifts to make it fair to 

mention anyone by name! 

…also thank you so much for the Christmas cards and good 

wishes delivered to the Rectory in the weeks before 

Christmas. For various reasons we completely failed to write 

and send cards this Christmas but were touched and 

encouraged by yours.  

Sue and Richard. 

Sunday Worship 
Sunday Worship until at least 7 February is completely 

online – there will be a ‘live broadcast’ Zoom service every 

Sunday at 10.30am. A recording of this will be available to 

watch later each week as well as various online worship 

resources. Tuesday coffee has migrated online too – do 

contact us for a link to join!  

All our online resources can be accessed from the Abbey 

website – just click on the picture of the Lych gate and 

imagine yourself walking up the path to Church!  

We can offer ‘communion on the doorstep (in the same way 

that we offer communion to people who are housebound or ill) 

for those who are missing the sacrament. To request this and 

receive an explanation of the way we are keeping you safe 

whilst offering it please contact the Rector or Rev. Catherine.  
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Village Hall 
In May 2019 the Village Hall Trustees submitted a planning 

application to restore and refurbish the hall. The project 

includes a professional kitchen, revamped hire spaces, 

modern electrics and an office for the Parish Clerk. It also 

includes gentle repair and restoration to the main hall. After a 

long process, including lengthy discussions with the 

conservation team at SODC and archaeological test digs 

October 2020, planning permission was received in 

December. The next stage is to appoint a Quantity Surveyor 

to produce a detailed specification, enabling us to move on to 

pricing and tendering. We have a team who are eager to get 

started on fund-raising and to kick off wider public involvement 

with the project.  

Dorchester Abbey   
As we all know, the Covid-19 pandemic has brought difficulty 

to many sectors of the economy of this country.   

One of the sectors worst hit by the Covid-19 pandemic has 

been the heritage sector which has had to close its doors to 

visitors.  Many important heritage sites are suffering badly from 

shortage of income and in need of support from as many 

sources as possible. These sources include grant giving bodies 

such as the National Lottery Heritage Fund amongst others, 

which will be focussed for some time ahead on ensuring these 

important sites survive financially. 

We had expected to receive support ourselves from these 

bodies for the proposed Visitor Centre. Indeed we had already 

opened discussions with the NHLF before the pandemic 

struck. It is now clear that such support is unlikely to 

materialise at least for a little while yet.  We have therefore 

reluctantly taken the decision to postpone the development of 

the Visitor Centre to the rear of the Abbey Guest House which 

would have been heavily dependent on this support. We do, 

though, hope to return to it once the funding position changes.  

Our focus for the time being will therefore be on the other part 

of the project, the creation of the gallery in the West End of the 

Abbey. The original timetable has inevitably slipped because 

of the pandemic, but we are now working towards getting the 

necessary permissions by the third quarter of 2021. 

Developing Dorchester 

Crib Service  - 24 December 2020 
The Crib Service took place as usual on Christmas Eve.  Less usual, though, was its out-

door setting, it the  Cloister Garden of Dorchester Abbey.  Two  Mary and Josephs with 

child were  accompanied by two alpacas, loaned by Bishop’s Court Farm. 

Photo: Catharine Fitzgerald 

Photo: Catharine Fitzgerald Photo: Catharine Fitzgerald 
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Photo: Helen Russell, and we hope that the counselling 

required after taking this photo has helped. 

Weekly play readings 

Fond of reading and bored of 

lockdown? Why not join one of the play 

reading evenings hosted by DADS? 

We meet nearly every Monday evening at 7.30 pm via Zoom. 

Since last April, we have read nearly 40 different plays and 

radio and TV scripts. Everyone is welcome and there is no fee 

and you don’t have to be a DADS member. You can find 

details of what we will be reading next on our Facebook page. 

@DorchesterAmDramSocietyDADS or the DADS website 

www.dads.org.uk.  

Wallingford Food Bank   
February 2021 

The Food Bank coped with huge challenges last year and 

December was one of the busiest months in its nine-year 

history.  Almost 300 people were given food and other items 

for Christmas.  

Sadly, the need continues to be as great as ever. 

Thank you to everyone for your donations. They mean a great 

deal to the recipients and it is very encouraging for the 

volunteers to have enough items to distribute. 

Please leave your donations in the yellow box in my garage 

(26 Manor Farm Road) and we will deliver them to the Food 

Bank every week. Could you make sure that all packages are 

unopened and that the ‘use by’ date is at least three months 

ahead.  Toiletries are always welcome as are nourishing 

snack bars for children.  

If you shop in Wallingford, Waitrose has a collection point for 

Food Bank donations again. Please leave any items there if it 

is more convenient.  

Thank you. 

Judy Parker 

Warborough &  
Shillingford WI 

Silver Swans Ballet Classes for the over 

55s created by the Royal College of 

Dance - great fun for those taking part and for those in the 

Zoom audience – 15 members.  The dancers wore comfortable 

clothes, socks and tinsel for a special Christmas finale. The 

dancers had the support of a chair that doubled as the partner 

and wonderful ballet music to accompany us as we followed 

Virginia through ballet feet positions, plié, bras-bas and more! 

It is excellent gentle exercise and good for posture and 

balance.  Some of us are going to join her Zoom Class in the 

New Year.  It is £3 per class [and the first is free]. 

Virginia Chell, 07776150903   v.chell1501@gmail.com 

The Committee delivered Christmas presents of bulbs and 

gingerbread to members who have put so much work into 

adapting to Members Meetings on Zoom, Tea/Coffee and 

Chat on Zoom, Walking Group etc. 

Two of our members, Clare and Rachel, have taken on a 

Community Project to improve the Shillingford bus stop.  

They have been clearing around it and sent a report to the 

Parish Council making suggestions for improvements.  

We had our last Tea and Chat of the year in December and 

given our new tier 4 Covid Restrictions these short social 

meetings on Zoom will continue to provide a chance to chat as 

a group. 

The national WI has a campaign to Combat Isolation and 

Loneliness and so Sarah Allan suggested we help to do this 

in our village so we were delighted to join with others in 

Warborough and Shillingford to do just that with cards and 

small gifts for those who are alone or were having a  difficult 

year.  

New Craft Group on Zoom will start in January as we have a 

number of very talented members who will lead the group. 

The January Members Meeting on Zoom will be on Well 

Being. 

We will also being enjoying a Denman at Home [on-line] talk 

or workshop as an extra experience. 

Dorchester residents if you are reading this and feel that you 

would like to join us, please get in touch with me. There are 

already five Dorchester residents and we would love more of 

you to join us! 

Happy New Year everyone. 

Pat Norman  

Secretary  

pnorman87@btinternet.com  

tel 07717295165 

Dorchester Village Hall 

200 Club Prize Draw 

Congratulations to the winners of the 

December draw.  

Our Christmas draw has taken place , with the first prize 

increased to £100.  The next draw will be in March, with the 

first prize reverting to £75.  Join now for a chance to win!  

The 200 Club is a quarterly prize draw to reward supporters 

and raise funds for the village hall. We need new members to 

keep the draw worthwhile but there are good odds of winning 

as there is a maximum of 200 tickets in the draw. A ticket for 

the year (4 draws from when you join) only costs £12. To join, 

contact Elaine Williams on 340441 or email 

200club@dotvh.org.uk for a form. You can pay by cash, 

cheque or standing order. 

Thank you for your support and good luck! 

Elaine 

1st Prize  £100 No. 151 Mr J Coe  

2nd Prize  £45  No. 194 Miss J Langton 

3rd Prize £25 No.25 Mrs A Brucker 

http://www.dads.org.uk
mailto:v.chell1501@gmail.com
mailto:pnorman87@btinternet.com
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Crop Rotation  

Some of you will have already planned your crops for the 

forthcoming year and others will be thinking about it. Crop 

rotation is a method used by allotment owners of moving the 

crops each year so that the same crops are not in the same 

location. This reduces disease and pests and improves the soil.  

Some crops are prone to pests and diseases.  By rotating your 

crops you help improve the chances by either reducing or 

eliminating these.  Not all pests are affected by rotation, but 

moving your plants you stop the pests that are there jumping out 

and devouring the nearby crops.  This gives you and your crops 

more time to grow and establish themselves. 

When I started, I asked a few people and read several books. 

While everyone agreed that the crops needed to be moved each 

year no one, not even the books seemed to agree on which 

goes where and in what order. The key thing was that legumes 

are nitrogen fixers and move it into the soil via their root system, 

and brassicas are heavy feeders and need a lot of nitrogen to 

thrive and so it makes sense for them to follow the legumes in 

crop rotation, i.e. they should be planted where the legumes 

were grown the previous year. 

There is some flexibility with regard to the root vegetables or the 

onion family with the RHS and the National Association of 

Allotment Holders offering slightly different advice. Monty Don 

appears to be keen that the potatoes are the most important to 

move, and he is more relaxed about the other crops. The main 

thing to remember is to rotate them.  This in itself helps a great 

deal. 

How Many Years Do I Rotate?  

Most people rotate for three years.  However, for maximum 

benefit, four years is the ideal if you can.  This gives it time for 

the diseases to be eradicated. 

Categories and Order of Planting  

For a four-year crop rotation plan: 

1. Legumes – Peas, Mangetout, Runner Beans, French Beans 

etc 

2. Brassicas – Cabbage, Kale, Cornflour, Broccoli etc 

3. Root Vegetables – These include things like potatoes and 

carrots 

4. Onion Family – Onions, shallots and leeks 

For three years: 

1. Legume 

2. Brassicas  

3. Join the Root Vegetables and the Onion family together. 

 

The reasoning behind doing it in this order is because the root 

veg breaks up the ground which makes it easier for the other 

veg to grow.  Onions do not need a rich nitrogen soil. The beans 

create nitrogen (You need to dig in their roots at the end of their 

season). The brassicas then follow on as they need the 

nitrogen.  They take out the nitrogen and the cycle starts again.  

Edward Metcalfe 

edmetcalfe@yahoo.co.uk 

01865 340160 

Hempcroft  Allotments   
February 
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  We had a busy run up to Christmas: a surprise 

(socially distanced) visit from Santa, an enjoyable 

Christmas lunch, parties and a live broadcast of 

the Nativity show beautifully performed by our 

younger children. 

Owl Class created an Ancient Egyptian Exhibition to rival the 

Ashmolean, and Fox class enjoyed a Roman feast. Squirrel 

class finished their castle topic off by having a castle ball.  

We raised over £100 for Save the Children with our Christmas 

Jumper Day and our PTA ran a successful raffle; thank you to 

everyone who bought tickets and thank you to the Co-op for 

helping us to sell them. We also held a non-uniform day and 

the two events combined raised over £400. We certainly did 

‘finish strong’ in December! 

As you will be aware our school is currently closed to most 

children. Our staff have performed miracles over the past 

couple of weeks. With less than 24 hours notice, we moved 

our learning to our learning platform and children have been 

able to access work online. Teachers are making a special 

effort to stay in touch with children and we are proud of what 

we have achieved. We are all learning new ways of working 

and getting to grips with technology. We have a strong 

community here at Dorchester St Birinus and I am passionate 

about ensuring that our children know that they are a part of it 

even when they are not in school. Our learning platform is 

buzzing with videos being sent by teachers, filmed assemblies 

and work on children’s online portfolios. We are still open – we 

have a small number of children in school and are operating 

with fewer staff in – but it is not the same. We all look forward 

to the day when we can return to some sort of normality. But 

for now we continue to spread our message of being kind and 

staying connected and we would like to thank everyone in our 

community for the support we have been given.  

Jo Staples 
Headteacher 

St Birinus School News 

         Pre-School 
Happy New Year to everyone! We ended last 

year with a virtual quiz fundraiser, which was 

excellently put together and run by Bethany 

and James. It was good fun and raised some important funds 

which will be used to buy equipment for the children to use - 

congratulations to Claire Andersson for winning. 

We’re closely following the government guidance and opened 

as usual after the Christmas holidays - being able to do this is 

down to the dedication and support of the staff who continue to 

be fantastic, we are very grateful to them. 

In December we said goodbye to Hayley, who decided to 

move on after five years performing the admin role to focus on 

her garden design business. We thank her for everything she’s 

done in her time here and for the very kind gift of a lovely 

planter, from Hayley and Stu, which is now sitting by the 

entrance gate on Manor Farm Road. 

Ed Shrimpton 

Chair 

Santa was socially distanced this year. 
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 T hanks to the care of the Parish Council and the skill of 
Geoff Willis, the milestone on the High Street by the wall 

of the Abbey churchyard has recently been gently cleaned. It 
is possible once again to read its inscription marking the 
distances to London, Henley and Abingdon. The distance of 9 
miles to Oxford at the base of the stone has decayed and is 
no longer visible. It was erected in 1736 following an Act of 
Parliament the previous year which established the Henley 
to Oxford turnpike. The road passed through Dorchester on 
its way to Clifton Hampden, Culham and Abingdon before 
branching off to Oxford which was approached through Rose 
Hill to Magdalen Bridge. It was part of a national route from 
London via Gloucester to St Davids in Wales. The Act 
required milestones to be placed at one mile intervals along 
the length of the road and the Dorchester stone is one of the 
few to have survived. 

However, it is not in its original position. When it was first 
erected the River Thame was crossed by the old medieval 
bridge at Bridge End and there was a long causeway that 
raised the road above flood level across Old Bridge Meadow. 
The causeway ended by the entrance to the lane to Overy 
and it was here on the south side of the road that the 
milestone was originally located. The inscription, too, was 
different, with distances marked in Roman numerals which 
are still just visible on close inspection partly obscured by the 
later Arabic numbers. The original form was more easily cut 
as the numbers only use straight lines. When the milestone 
was moved to its present position following the demolition 
of the medieval bridge in 1816 the distances were recut with 
numbers which presumably were more comprehensible to 
all who used the road.  

The reason for moving the milestone to the north end of the 
new bridge was to place it close to the toll house which was 
built to levy the funds for the maintenance of the road. 
Originally there were two other milestones in Dorchester, 
one on the Abingdon Road and the other on the alternative 
more direct road to Oxford to the north now known as the 
Old Oxford Road. Both of them have long vanished but the 
surviving stone in its newly restored condition, together with 
the George, the White Hart, the Bull Inn and the Crown is 
testimony to the importance of the coaching trade in the 
economic life of the High Street in eighteenth and 
nineteenth century Dorchester. This declined with the 
coming of the railway to Culham and the Turnpike Trust was 
finally wound up in 1873 as a result of diminishing revenues 
from the tolls. This enabled the Revd Macfarlane to buy the 
toll house for £56 and to create a new south entrance to the 
Abbey churchyard through the kissing gate. 

Malcolm Airs 

The Dorchester Milestone 
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I n 2018, Andrew Clements, long-time Dorchester resident, got 

interested in the ‘green gym’ concept of maintaining a healthy 

lifestyle by volunteering for outdoor land management projects 

that would benefit wildlife, our local community and future 

generations. 

Living adjacent to Demesne Lane, the footpath which joins 

Drayton Road with the Hurst Water Meadow, Andrew couldn’t 

help noticing that the area was full of dead wood, ivy covered 

trees and rubbish – a real neglected ‘no man’s land’.  

Neighbours, like Nigel and Melanie 

Rust, and Gill Whitten, felt the 

same. They could see that although 

the canopy of thorn trees shading 

the lane looked inviting, the dead 

trees posed a health and safety 

concern and needed managing.  

With the aim of rejuvenating the 

lane for the benefit of the community 

and wildlife, they decided to start an 

informal conservation group. Andrew 

took the lead on the project, liaising 

with the Dorchester-on-Thames 

Parish Council about restoring the 

lane through a long-term Community 

Conservation Project. This not only 

led to permission for the proposal but also for additional land 

renewal projects in the cemetery and Abbey View Car Park, 

with enthusiastic support and targeted funding from the Parish 

Council. 

Thanks to Andrew’s dedication and organisational skills, with 

support from the initial group, there are now twelve volunteers, 

including myself, who help out. Importantly, we also get 

invaluable support from members of the Wallingford Green 

Gym, who assist with heavier jobs. 

Since conservation began in 2018, we have all really enjoyed 

seeing different plants and shrubs, such as hazel, hawthorn, 

spindleberry and crab apple saplings, establish themselves in 

the lane and, more recently, in the cemetery, where Susan 

Bowditch has also planted a new holly hedge along the fence. 

We all keenly anticipate the coming spring when we should 

start to see the results from the many new wildflowers and 

shrubs planted, and from the various land management 

techniques employed. We have planted 450+ young native 

shrubs and trees since the project started. Last year, we 

planted 1,250 bluebells and 500 snowdrops in the cemetery, 

and these are now popping through. On Demesne Lane, 

primroses, winter aconite and wild daffodils are beginning to 

show.  

As for me, I’m especially looking forward to seeing the magenta 

betony bloom. I’ve learned that this wildflower, long valued for 

its medicinal properties, is a 

bumblebee favourite. During the 

2020 lockdowns, when my husband 

Andrew and I walked along the 

lane’s Drayton Road end, we 

treasured the sight of bees and 

butterflies feeding off the colourful 

display of flowers and shrubs at the 

‘Wildlife Corner’, lovingly planted 

and maintained by Susan. 

The projects have also received 

donations of surplus, shade-

tolerant wildflowers and money to 

buy bulbs, plugs and seed from our 

community. Last year, Andrew 

Clements and volunteer Chris 

Mumford spent stamina-building hours digging and weeding 

areas set aside for autumn and spring planting. 

They were supported by Graham Baxter, who joined the group 

during the lockdown, and by members of Wallingford Green 

Gym. With autumn planting completed just before Christmas 

we are now preparing for spring. 

In addition to planting shrubs and wildflowers, volunteers have 

also been laying and maintaining hedges. Nigel Evans fondly 

describes this process, ‘When you reach the end of a row, you 

can stand back and see the whole hedge, knowing it’s ready for 

more years of healthy regrowth. It will provide an ideal habitat 

for new plants to come up, more birds to nest and feed in, and 

more small mammals to find a home.’  

Birds like blue tits have also taken shelter in the many bird 

boxes purchased by the group and installed along Demesne 

Lane by volunteers and a kindly tree surgeon.  Additionally, 

Dorchester Community Conservation Projects  

Conservation Volunteers Nigel and Melanie Rust (Far left and 

right) and Gill Whitten planting on the Lane, February 2019 

Dorchester Cemetery April 2019 before conservation work... ...November 2020, newly planted wildflowers and bulbs 
awaiting Spring 2021! 
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Nigel Rust has made four bat boxes and a spectacular 

Kestrel box, providing support for these key species. 

Tending to Nature, we’ve all taken pleasure learning more 

about how to achieve species diversity for wildlife while 

creating something lovely. Andrew has been improving his 

knowledge about land management and about Nature’s 

response to the various techniques we try. Nigel Evans 

remarks, ‘Even the most neglected piece of ground can soon 

be transformed. All we have to do is to provide space, light 

and air, and by spring the process of rejuvenation will begin. 

The abundance and variety of species will multiply yearly.’ 

Andrew notes that there have been challenges too, not least 

organising how to get things done during the pandemic! 

Because we’ve had to work in pairs in a socially distanced 

way, he hasn't been able to organise large working parties. 

Also, during spring and summer dry spells, the newly planted 

shrubs and wildflowers in the lane and cemetery have 

needed regular, early morning watering. 

Lisbet, Andrew’s wife, found that ‘keeping going with the 

scythe on a blisteringly hot day’ was a challenge, but this was 

outweighed by  ‘meeting different people over a shared task, 

doing something that has a direct positive impact locally, and 

feeling that all these small local initiatives add up to 

something much bigger.’ Graham, who also helped cut back 

deadwood, girdle ivy, turn soil and plant hedges, reflected 

that ‘preparation of the path border adjacent to the cemetery 

wasn’t easy because this area had not been cultivated for 

several years.’ Graham has similarly been inspired by the 

spirit of friendship amongst volunteers and the welcome 

prospect of new blooms in the spring.  

An on-going challenge has been dealing with dog faeces. 

When volunteers cleared out the undergrowth along the 

newly laid hedge on Old Bridge Meadow, they found over 15 

bags filled with excrement. And sadly, over the months, 120 

canes have gone missing from newly planted shrubs. But 

then, as Andrew points out, we need only remind ourselves of 

the importance of the project for Nature and the community, 

and we get re-energised. He adds, ‘It’s been great to have the 

opportunity to work with enthusiastic people with a common 

interest to do our bit for Dorchester, the planet and future 

generations. Volunteers have put a lot of time and money into 

planting a great variety of shrubs, bulbs and wildflowers in the 

lane and cemetery in 2020. We are looking forward to seeing 

the results!’  

It’s also been important for us to get the outdoor exercise 

during the lockdowns. An added bonus has been having the 

chance to talk with passers-by, whether just to have a chat or 

to explain what we are doing, perhaps pointing out a recently 

planted tree, like one of the oaks on Demesne Lane.  

Villagers also come to the cemetery to tend their loved one’s 

grave, and it feels an especial privilege when they stop and 

talk with us, taking an interest and offering much appreciated 

advice about planting. 

As for future projects, Andrew says, ‘In January and 

February, we’ll finish off looking after hedges and scrub and 

then get ready for the spring, when we’ll plant wildflowers, 

wildflowers, and more wildflowers! The long-term objectives 

are firstly to rejuvenate the areas for public benefit, providing 

an aesthetically pleasing experience, and secondly to provide 

and manage a mosaic of wood, scrub, hedgerow and 

wildflower-based habitat for wildlife.’ 

Characteristically enthusiastic, Andrew reflects, ‘With enough 

volunteers and financial support, we can do more. If anybody 

would like to contribute to the projects, that would be 

gratefully received.’ Meantime, we hope people will enjoy the 

new diversity of plant life that will be coming up in the spring.  

Melinda Powell  

If you’d like to volunteer or to make a donation of plants, 
contact Andrew Clements at 340753 or email 
aclem19dot@aol.com. To donate funds via the Parish 
Council please contact Geoff Russell, email 
parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

Andrew Clements, Nigel Evans, Nigel Rust  and  instructor Max 

Felstead,  January 2020.  Photo by Will Partridge, Head Instructor. 

Graham Baxter clearing rubbish and ove-growth on Demesne Lane, 

December 2020 

Conservation Volunteers Mike Stimpson and Meg Fisher 

planting shrubs near cemetery, December 2020.  
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L eslie was born in Portsmouth 

where he spent his childhood 

years and he never lost his great 

love of the sea and coast.  Having 

said that, his job with BT brought 

him to Oxford in the fifties, which 

couldn't have been further from the 

seaside!  In 1958 he married Jean 

and very shortly afterwards they 

moved to Dorchester, where, apart 

from some years in the sixties, he 

lived for the rest of his life.  

Over the years with his family, he 

became an enthusiastic camper, 

first near the sea around Britain and 

then to Europe.  It would be nice to 

say that these experiences left all 

the family keen campers, but there 

is at least one of them who will 

never be seen under canvas again!   

Leslie loved his friends, family and 

village and later on gained enormous 

delight from his wide spread travels 

around the world.  His philosophy 

was to say ‘Let's go now whilst we are 

able’ and, though Jean would need 

weeks of coaxing before going on their 

many adventures together, they went, 

and always returned home sun tanned 

and full of stories.  In later years Leslie 

was lovingly looked after by Jean and 

enjoyed his memories of all the places 

they had seen. The love and laughter 

they had stored up together helping him 

to be resilient and hopeful - he even 

renewed his passport only last 

year.  

Leslie was always ready to help 

and showed an interested in all you 

were doing however big or small.  

He was a man with a caring soul, 

generous and entertaining, thriving 

on good company and parties.  

When we remember him, it is 

laughing and talking with life long 

friends, listening to jazz and music 

of all kinds and being with his 

beloved grandchildren.  He said he 

had had a very happy life shared 

with Jean for over 62 years.  He 

definitely made our world a happier 

place.  

He became a familiar figure in the 

village walking with his faithful 

oxygen companion – an example to 

everyone in Dorchester of the 

endurance and hope that springs 

from love of friends and family.  

As he would say ‘May you all, always 

walk on the sunny side of the street.’  

  ...and as Rev Sue added ‘and may Love 

walk with you all.’ 

 

 

Leslie Radford 

1934-2020 

 

Farewell Joe! 
We are very sorry to be 

saying goodbye to Joe 

Raine, our Museum Curator who is moving 

on to a new job at Poole Museum in 

Dorset.  During the two years he’s been 

with us, Joe has achieved a great deal in 

terms of conservation, online access to 

the collection, planning for the future, and 

not least in managing to open the 

Museum when possible during the 

pandemic. Always cheerful and enthusiastic, 

you’ll be greatly missed, Joe, thank you 

for all you’ve done and we wish you all 

the very best in your new role! 

Joe Raine writes:  
When I first moved to the area to take up 

a job with the National Trust I knew little 

about Oxfordshire so I hugely enjoyed 

exploring places I’d never been to before., 

and Dorchester-on-Thames was pretty 

high on my list. When I saw the advert 

seeking a new curator for the Abbey 

Museum it was a no brainer to throw my 

hat into the ring for a role in such a 

remarkable place! 

Now, after nearly two years as curator I 

will be moving on to take up a new role as 

a documentation assistant with Bournemouth, 

Christchurch and Poole Council but I will 

leave with nothing but happy memories of 

my time in Dorchester and a huge 

appreciation for a place that made me 

feel so welcome. Many thanks to Sue 

Booys and the PCC for giving me the 

opportunity to take up the role and to all 

the museum volunteers who gave their 

time and made working in the museum a 

pleasure. In particular I would like to 

thank my fellow members of the museum 

committee whose dedication, warmth and 

passion meant they were a joy to work 

with and made what could have been a 

tough year so much brighter. Being able 

to open the museum this season was 

testament to their dedication and makes 

me very proud that we were able to offer 

people a safe and enjoyable experience 

in such difficult circumstances.            

In my new role I’ll be  working on a project 

to organise, catalogue and research the 

collection at Poole Museum over the next 

two years. Living near the seaside will be 

a new experience for me, a born 

Midlander who has never lived within 100 

miles of the ocean, but however pretty the 

South coast is it will be going up against it 

to top South Oxfordshire! I’d like to close 

out with one of my favourite quotes about 

Dorchester and its surrounding area from 

G.W.G Allen the great pioneer of aerial 

photography for archaeology; 'There can 

be few areas which present such a wealth 

of early remains of a variety to suit the 

tastes of archaeologists no matter what 

period they may favour.' I think the 

collection of Dorchester Abbey Museum 

lives up his promise and, although a 

lapsed archaeologist these days, 

Dorchester on Thames certainly suited 

my tastes down to the ground! 

Joe Raine 

Save your memories of lockdown! 

Please save your Covid-related items – 

however trivial – diaries, posters, cards 

pictures, anything relating to your life 

during the pandemic.  We’re collecting 

these items for the Museum archive – 

they’ll form an important record of 

Dorchester life during this extraordinary 

year, for study and research by future 

generations.  More details in next month’s 

Dorchester News.    

Dorchester Abbey Museum News 
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Firemen survey the burnt out offices at Crowmarsh Gifford 
in 2015                                              www.independent.co.uk 

Thanks to diligent family and 

local history research by the 

late David Cobb, who described 

himself as ‘a distant Dorcastrian… 

with a long qualification by 

pedigree but none by 

residence’, we know more 

about the Cobb family than 

about many other older 

Dorchester families. 

David tracks his branch of the 

family back to North Moreton ca 

1595, although there are Cobbs 

recorded in Dorchester earlier 

than this. The first of his family to have definitely lived in 

Dorchester was Thomas Cobb III, 1707-1785, who probably 

came first as a journeyman bricklayer, then became a 

stonemason, renting a tenement in the High Street next to the 

wheelwright. He worked on the fabric of Dorchester Abbey and 

on the Thame bridge. Successive Thomases, IV (1742-1813) 

and V (1795-1829), also masons, were buried in Dorchester. 

In 1808 Thomas V bought what is now Thatcher’s Cottage (15 

Queen Street). He and his wife, Mary Lindars, had 13 children, 

of whom Thomas VI, the third son, was David Cobb’s direct 

ancestor.  

Thomas VI became a blacksmith and farrier, also selling 

ironmongery; he maintained the village fire engine and was a 

parish constable. He and his first wife Frances (nee Goodey) 

were initially tenants of Thomas’s older brother James, 

landlord of the George, but by 1837 Thomas owned 23 High 

Street (later Farrier’s Cottages). Following the death of his 

second wife, Harriet, he lived with his son Vincent who kept a 

tailor’s shop in the High Street, while his son John lived at 

Farrier’s Cottages, continuing the family business, as well as 

inter alia acting as secretary to the 

Dorchester Friendly Society, and as 

a parish constable until 1872; he 

died tragically in 1898. John and his 

wife Mary had six children, of whom 

Edwin, the fourth child and youngest 

son, and David’s grandfather, was 

born in 1868. Edwin moved on, first 

to St Helier, Jersey, and then to 

Harrow, where his son William 

Edwin, and grandson David, were 

born.  

However, the family still felt very 

strong ties to Dorchester; David 

describes how when he was 15 

(1941) his father (William Edwin)  

‘took the family on an outing to 

Dorchester by river steamer from 

Reading to Day’s Lock, where we 

disembarked and walked across the 

meadows. As we walked Dad 

informed us we were about to visit 

the village where our ancestors had 

lived from time immemorial. Standing 

by the abbey lychgate he gave a 

brief and garbled summary of our family history. In the abbey 

and in the churchyard outside we searched for memorials on 

which were carved our family name’.   

  

The link continued, as David’s son Thomas recalls  

‘A few years ago [September 2017], Dad suddenly had an 

urgent calling to take me to visit Dorchester-on-Thames. I 

didn't appreciate then how important it was for him to continue 

his father's tradition, but eventually we fixed a date and set off 

early in the morning, …Once we reached Dorchester, Dad 

took on the role of tour guide, pointing out where our ancestors 

had been, I suspect more accurately than his father had done 

for him. Three things stood out for me: the celebrity welcome 

he received from the Dorchester-on-Thames Historical 

Society; his admiration of the allotments; and his excitement in 

the act of civil disobedience shown by my namesake, who 

graffitied a tomb in the Abbey Church in 1789. We ended the 

visit by climbing up the Sinodun hills, after which his house in 

Essex was named — my father, aged 91, leading the way up 

the slope’. 

 

David is far better known as an eminent haiku poet and 

founder of the British Haiku Society than as a historian of 

Dorchester. However, his research on the Cobb family yielded 

so much more than a family history – he delved deep into their 

and the village’s history to explore his roots, and tracked many 

other strands of the family, too. He collected copies of many 

relevant documents, and compiled a map showing where all 

the known Cobbs lived and worked.   He had regular contact 

with the Dorchester Historical Society (especially Percy Beak). 

I corresponded with him over many years but sadly met him 

only once, on that final visit to Dorchester. His legacy to us is 

his meticulously researched Cobb family history. 

Margot Metcalfe 

       

David Cobb – ‘distant Dorcastrian’ (1926-2020) 

Below: Farrier’s Cottages, formerly 23 High St. 
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Christmas Lights 

At the end of the dreadful year, DoT made an effort to bring some 

sparkle to Christmas.   Here we celebrate just some of the lights and 

displays that were put on to cheer ourselves and our neighbours. 
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Across 

8   If Sumo wrestling is with an arrangement it will 

 have a bad name   (8)                                                       

9   The award goes to Thanet but with an unfortunate 

 condition.          (5) 

10  The old trains had puff and track  (without rails first) (4) 

11  Same mob lit out for life-sustaining conversion    (10)                                            

12  The big noise (Geordie Romeo) makes a meal of it  (6) 

14  A prayer certainly gives fulfilment          (8) 

16   Elbowing out with removal is not so nice       (6) 

18   Add a run and the great batsman gets more with  

 these                     (6)                  

21   The head woman is muscular and more powerful (7)                                

23   Melody person is an amateur        (6) 

24   Not fake news to give the underlying details      (5,5) 

26   Someone who was dictating gets the bird and  

 nothing in the end    (4) 

27   Nice past performance           (5) 

28   Take your clothes off in Germany's defeat (8) 

 

Down 

1    One French article missing from a piece of jewellery  

 that's  perfect.         (8) 

2    Praise the Almighty vocally         (4) 

3    A window for a sleeping place and  A&E for a  New  

 Yorker?            (6)                             

4    A variant of an element is no fish!  (7) 

5    The atom bomb's last destination.  (4) 

6    Lately sort it out by lying.  4,1,5) 

7    It's  heresy egad! - some backing the water  

 supplier.             (6) 

13   Italian new MP not in charge.       (10) 

15   Consume an assorted  tea.             (3) 

17   One of those inside will keep you warm.  (3) 

19   Praising the old key in another key       (8)              

20   Method for the waste to be dealt with.     (7) 

22   A shirt artist , the German shopkeeper.   (6) 

23   About following heat and getting a shine   (6)      

25   Spasmodically in place?           (4) 

26   Nearly a sort with nothing on, that's a mistake.  (4)                                                                   

Dorchester News Crossword No.15  
Compiled by Slider 
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New Parish Councillor 

Cllr John Edwards has been co-opted to fill the Casual 

Vacancy that arose when Cllr Viviane Quirke resigned due to 

pressure of other work. His term will be until the Parish Council 

elections in 2023. We are delighted that John has joined us. 

Public Health- Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

The Parish Council is using its noticeboards and website to 

convey information for local residents including a one-page 

summary of the latest Government regulations. The Play Area 

in the Recreation Ground remains open but please observe the 

safety precautions that have been displayed. 

Dog Fouling 

There have recently been several complaints about dog mess 

being allowed to remain in public areas. This includes surfaces 

on the Recreation Ground, in the Cemetery and on pavements 

and footpaths in the countryside around the village.  

To assist people to carry out their responsibilities, dog waste 

bag dispensers and special waste bins are provided throughout 

the Parish so there really is no excuse for this problem. Some 

more consideration, please. 

Pavilion Roof Repairs 

Recent damage resulting from vandals climbing on to the 

Pavilion roof has been repaired – an unwanted and unnecessary 

cost to the community. The areas of boarding which surround 

the flat roof to the rear of the Pavilion have been coated with 

anti-climb paint (warning notices are displayed). It will now be 

easy to identify who has been on the roof from the state of their 

hands and clothes! 

Noticeboards 

It would be much appreciated if residents who advertise in the 

unlocked areas of the Village noticeboards would keep the size 

of their notices to A5 (maximum) and remember to remove 

them as soon as they are no longer required. 

Monthly Meetings 

The next meetings will take place via Zoom on Wednesday 10 

February and Wednesday 10  March. Both will commence at 

7.30 p.m. The Agenda for each meeting will be posted on 

Village noticeboards and on the Parish Council section of the 

Village website three clear days in advance of each meeting.  

Parish Council meetings are open to the public and any 

resident who wishes to raise any matter of concern is welcome 

to do so at the start of the meeting. Please contact the Clerk no 

later than 3.00pm on the afternoon of the meeting so that the 

necessary access arrangements can be made. 

Contacting the Parish Council 

The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The Pigeons (next to 

The Fleur de Lys), 5-7 High Street, Dorchester-on-Thames 

OX10 7HH.  

Telephone (during normal office hours, please, unless an 

emergency) 07745 311439. Texts are always welcome.   

e–mail: parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

Cllr Mark Williams, the Chairman, can be contacted via 

chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk  

For information about the Parish Council go to  

https://www.dorchester-on-thames.co.uk/parish-council/  

Parish Council Notices 

Happy New Year. Lets hope that 2021 fares better than 2020. 

As we start the year with high Covid infection rates we have 

had to shut some of our village facilities such as the tennis 

courts but we have managed to keep the playground open. 

We hope to be back up and running as soon as possible. And 

its been great to hear that an increasing number of villagers 

have had their first jab, such brilliant news to give us all hope 

for a decent summer. 

As you will see elsewhere in this month’s edition, we have 

taken the opportunity to share the Countryside Code that 

reminds us all how we can best respect teach other and the 

environment we live in. Please do you bit and particularly note 

the bit about dog poo, the subject I get more correspondence 

about than anything else and I know is also a major irritant to 

Keith on his farm.  On a more positive note, thanks to those 

who have continued litter picking through the winter, your work 

is much appreciated. And if you want to join in and have an 

excuse for a walk then the Parish Clerk can lend litter pickers 

to help you do your grabbing. 

Finally, as you may know we do plan to do a speed survey at 

various points in the village following feedback from residents. 

However with traffic reduced at the moment we are just going 

to hold off till we are a bit closer to normality so we get the best 

possible data to help our decision making. I will update you in 

due course 

Mark Williams 

Chairman DoT Parish Council 

From the Chairman 

of the Parish Council 

This includes the minutes of all Parish Council Meetings and 

financial information such as monthly bank balances and 

payments as well as a record of all planning matters upon 

which the Parish Council has been consulted and reports 

from our County and District Councillors. 

Parish Council Notices continued 

Continued right 

mailto:parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
mailto:chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
https://www.dorchester-on-thames.co.uk/parish-council/
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I hope that you were all able to enjoy a healthy and happy 

Christmas and New Year break; after a challenging 2020, let’s 

hope we can look forward to a more positive and productive 

year ahead. At the moment, a very large portion of the District 

Council’s time is spent supporting the pandemic effort in various 

ways, so some ‘business as usual’ work has taken a back seat.   

Covid Vaccination Programme 

Although the nationwide programme is underway, it will still take 

several months for the whole population to be vaccinated. Our 

staff are involved in appointment reminder calls and in 

communicating to residents. The key messages are as follows: 

• The vaccination programme is being phased in across the 

county following the national guidance on prioritising patients. 

• Please do not contact your GP or another NHS service to 

seek a vaccine; please wait until the NHS contacts you. 

• Please be ready and attend your booked appointments. 

Please continue to follow all the latest public health guidance. 

Covid Funding for Businesses 

Businesses in South Oxfordshire should sign up to the South 

and Vale Business Support mailing list to ensure they keep up 

to date with the latest news about the various types of financial 

support available during the ongoing restrictions.  

Each time the government announces a new grant it can take 

several weeks before they provide us with the specific details 

we need in order to open the scheme for applications.    

Businesses should go to svbs.co.uk to sign up to the mailing 

list; the website also includes lots of advice for businesses as 

well as links to further support.  

Covid Marshals update    

Our Covid Compliance Marshals continue to visit our towns to 

help support local businesses to operate in a Covid secure 

manner. Their role is to engage, explain and encourage businesses 

and members of the public to adhere to the latest guidelines to 

help keep everyone safe, including advising on social distancing 

and wearing masks. With non-essential shops, pubs and 

restaurants currently closed, the marshals have shifted their 

focus to takeaways and are visiting them to provide advice and 

answer questions. 

Local Plan 2035 – a final word (hopefully!) 

Now that the controversial South Oxfordshire Local Plan 2035 

has been adopted by Full Council, after a legal direction from 

Robert Jenrick, it has full weight in the Planning Policy 

framework.  Some improvements were made to the Plan during 

the Inspection phase, including some on community 

involvement in master-planning, the introduction of the new 

DES10 zero-carbon housing policy and the prioritisation of 

cycling and walking. In addition, “Garden Village” principles 

were added to the Berinsfield site policy.  

The Inspector did not remove any strategic sites, nor reduce the 

housing delivery requirement, so we do expect major new 

applications to be progressed in the coming months for sites 

such as Chalgrove Airfield, Culham, and Grenoble Road. Each 

application will still have to satisfy normal planning conditions 

and the policies in the plan. 

Civil Parking Enforcement 

The Council approved a recommendation at a special meeting 

on 22 December to move ahead with taking responsibility for 

managing on-street civil parking enforcement in collaboration 

with Oxfordshire County Council.  We now expect this to move 

forward without delay and for powers to be transferred during 2021.   

New CIL Spending Strategy 

We approved a new CIL and s106 spending strategy last month, 

which will take effect from April 2021. This means that OCC will 

now be able to claim funds to spend on libraries and SEN 

provision as well as on education and transport, while SODC 

will be able to invest in improvements to cycle networks, 

provision of electric charging points and access to nature.  The 

new, more flexible, rules should release funds more rapidly and 

enable larger projects to be commissioned across the District 

rather than being spent piecemeal on small initiatives. 

Housing First programme 

Homelessness has a shattering effect on the lives of individuals 

and families. Housing First offers security by offering long-term 

accommodation sometimes straight from the streets. That kind 

of stability can have a transformative effect on people’s lives. 

Six new long-term homes have been provided for former rough 

sleepers in the south of the county following the success of a 

pilot project called ‘Housing First’ run by South Oxfordshire 

District Council and Soha Housing in partnership with Aspire 

Oxfordshire, which offers former rough sleepers with complex 

needs the opportunity to be rapidly rehoused into suitable 

accommodation where they receive intensive and long-term 

support. 

This is different from the traditional “pathway approach” 

previously. When rough sleepers settle into permanent homes it 

is not just a success for the individuals themselves.  The costs 

associated with rough sleeping for the Police, Social Care, NHS 

and other support agencies are significantly reduced. 

District Councillor Grants 

I have a small pot of funding for local community groups; 

contact me for more information. Application forms and 

guidelines can be found here: 

https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-

council/community-support/grants/councillor-community-

grants/ 

Robin.Bennett@southoxon.gov.uk 

tel. 01865 858680 

m. 07979 646815 

    From your District Councillor… 

                   ...Robin Bennett 

http://www.svbs.co.uk
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/community-support/grants/councillor-community-grants/
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/community-support/grants/councillor-community-grants/
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/community-support/grants/councillor-community-grants/
mailto:Robin.Bennett@southoxon.gov.uk
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Bell Motors 
Behind H Cafe at the Berinsfield roundabout 

 
MOT’s while you wait 

£15 discount on MOT’s when you quote this advert 

 

 On site MOT bay and Workshops. 

All makes and models catered for 
Need a service give us a call. 

 

Electronic diagnostics:~ engine management, ABS, air bags all 
undertaken. 

Need a SERVICE. (10 % discount when you quote this advert) 
We supply and fit exhausts, brakes, batteries  

We will carry out any MOT work required. (tyres and air con 
please call for quote)  

 

Free collection of your vehicle,  
or we will take you home and collect you upon completion. 

 

We will come out for breakdowns/recovery as needed. 
Welding, you break it we will try and repair it, and not just your 

car!! 
Garden machinery not starting we may be able to help? 

All credit and debit cards welcome. 
 

MOT`s   01865  341039 

WORKSHOP   01865  341155 

MOBILE   07931970392 

STEVE WILKINSON & SON 
Est 1990 

Property maintenance in 

Dorchester area 

Painting: Interior and Exterior,  

Plastering, Stonework, 

Patios, Repointing brick & stone, 

Fencing. 

Telephone: 01865 891554 

Mobile: 07885 538514 

FOR A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 
Choose from our wide range of quality garden services: design and 

construction, plants and maintenance. We tailor-make our service for you.  
 

For a free, no-obligation visit and written estimate from RHS qualified 
staff, call 01865 891634,  

or  email info@brannfordsgardens.co.uk 
Full details at www.brannfordsgardens.co.uk 

 

 

St Mary’s Dental Practice 
Dr Ash Ratti (BDS Hons) Kings College London 

www.stmarysdental.co.uk 
 

21a St Mary’s Street 
Wallingford Oxon OX10 0EW 

Tel 01491 825252 
 
We are a family orientated Practice located in the centre of 
Wallingford providing care and consideration from all 
members of my team to help provide you with all aspects of 
your dental requirements. 
 

For further information, or make an appointment, please 
call my Receptionist on 01491 825252 
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COVID-19 vaccination programme 

The first vaccinations using the Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine 
on Monday 11 January signalled another key milestone in our 
fight against the pandemic. It was wonderful to see the first 
doses of a vaccine that had been developed in Oxford delivered 
at the city’s Churchill Hospital.  

The Oxford vaccine represents a major addition to the UK’s 
vaccination programme, which continues at pace with almost 
1.5 million people in the UK having now received at least one 
dose of the COVID vaccine. In Oxfordshire, 18 GP-led 
vaccination sites and one hospital hub are now delivering the 
vaccine to our most vulnerable residents and frontline health 
and social care workers (a more detailed vaccination update 
is below). I am delighted to report that, as of Wednesday 13 
January, 22 per cent of care home residents and 23 per cent 
of care home staff in the county have received the vaccine.  

By 15 January, 22 sites across Oxfordshire will be offering 
vaccinations to the top two priority groups. Good progress 
has been made in vaccinating approximately one third of 
residents aged 80 and over so far. 

The first vaccinations were delivered to patients (aged 80 and 
over), care workers and frontline NHS staff on 8 December at 
the Churchill Hospital. Since then vaccination services have 
opened in a phased approach, led by GPs, across 18 primary 
care network sites including Wallingford and Clifton 
Hampden. The final three sites will start vaccinations next 
week. Plans are also underway for the Oxfordshire Vaccination 
Centre to be operational by the end of January, which will be 
the Oxfordshire site for mass vaccinations and provided by 
Oxford Health. 

Christmas effort to protect and support residents 
Areas of the county were once again affected by flooding 
over the holiday period. I am sure you would like to join me 
in recognising and thanking our colleagues in highways, social 
care, emergency planning and response plus our wonderful 
fire and rescue service who worked incredibly hard to ensure 
all those affected had accommodation, properties were 
protected where possible and roads were closed where 
necessary. Two care facilities were flooded and social care 
ensured all clients were moved to alternative care facilities, 
with our fire service moving essential equipment. The 
emergency planning team supported this response, liaising 
closely with the communications team, who shared 
information and messages as widely as possible to residents 
and businesses. This highlights how our services really pull 
together at times of crisis.  

Schools Now Closed 
Schools are now closed until at least the February half term – 
perhaps returning on 22 February. There has been an 
overwhelming flood of parents claiming that they are key 
workers, and therefore their children should be allowed to 
continue attending school. The objective is to minimise the 
number of children attending school in order to help prevent 
the spread of the virus. So numbers will continue to be 
restricted according to the guidelines. 

Changes to services 
Now Oxfordshire is once again subject to a national 
lockdown, some of our services are affected, although many 
will continue to deliver an online service:  

• Household waste recycling centres remain open. 
However, they are very busy and so we are advising 
residents that the sites may close temporarily to relieve 
traffic congestion and to maintain social distancing.  

• The Oxfordshire Museum and Oxfordshire History 
Centre are closed.  

• The county’s libraries are closed for browsing, but 14 
library branches are providing a limited number of 
services, including IT access, which must be pre-booked, 
online services, home library visits and click and collect. 

In line with national guidance, the county council’s 
registration service will only be conducting wedding or civil 
partnership ceremonies in exceptional circumstances, such 
as the illness of a couple or member of the family due to 
attend the ceremony.  

Helping businesses 
In January the Chancellor announced one-off top up grants 
for retail, hospitality and leisure businesses worth up to 
£9,000 per property to help businesses through to the 
spring. A £594 million discretionary fund was also made 
available, at a national level, to support other impacted 
businesses and this comes in addition to £1.1 billion further 
discretionary grant funding for local authorities, local 
restriction support grants worth up to £3,000 a month and 
the extension of the furlough scheme.  

In Oxfordshire, the four Districts and the City council are 
responsible for distributing grant funding. As throughout, 
they have been doing a fantastic job and update their 
support for business webpages on a regular basis. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/950113/jcvi-advice-on-priority-groups-for-covid-19-vaccination-30-dec-2020-revised.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/coronavirus-covid-19/services-affected-covid-19
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/coronavirus-covid-19/services-affected-covid-19
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When I wrote in December, for publication in January, I was 
optimistic for this new year and now in January, despite this 
current lockdown, I do remain so. Having said that I fully 
appreciate the difficulties of yet another tightening of restrictions, I 
know that some people are very worried and others very 
frustrated, but it is essential. What does sadden me is the lack 
of understanding by some as to why this is so necessary. I have 
received emails from people seeking my support for their own 
justification to push the boundaries of restrictions to allow 
particular activities. Such requests go completely against the 
spirit of the restrictions and each of us has to be able to justify 
any activity outside or our own homes for ourselves should 
they be required to do so. We simply have to reduce 
unnecessary face to face communications as far as possible. 

However I do remain optimistic as we see more vaccines 
approved and the pace of the rollout stepped up. The priorities 
for vaccination remain to protect the vulnerable, reduce 
deaths and reduce pressure on the NHS. In conversation with 
the Chief Executive of the Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning 
Group, which is heavily involved in the rollout, I have been 
reassured that we are on track to meet the Government 
schedule. At the start of the rollout it took time to get different 
locations set up and more will be operational by the time this 
newsletter is published. There is plenty of supply of the vaccine 
and it is being used as it becomes available. The Government 
is, of course, concerned to make sure that distribution is evenly 
spread across the county so that vulnerable people nationwide 
are protected.  

Some very generous people has asked me if they can bypass 
their vaccination to allow some other person to receive it. The 
spirit of this is much appreciated but in truth we need 
everyone who is in the categories set to take the vaccine for 
the reason set out above. In contrast to this generosity I have 
also had reports from GP surgeries of people verbally abusing 
staff as they have been wanted higher priority for themselves. I 
too have received calls along the same lines. I am sure that 
most of us will be relieved when we personally have the 
protection of the vaccine, but we have to be patient and we 
have to look at the collective good. Our turn will come and in 
the meantime we must all continue to follow measures to 
protect one another whether we have been vaccinated or not. 
It takes time to build immunity after receiving the vaccine and 

those who have been vaccinated must remember that others 
have not yet had the benefit. Hands, space, face will remain 
the mantra for some time yet. There is no place for selfishness 
in this, only by working together and showing mutual respect 
will we be able to get back to a way of life that we would 
prefer.  

In this current lockdown Parliament continues to run as best it 
can with remote working. The Speaker has strongly encouraged 
MPs not to travel into London unless absolutely necessary and 
has limited further the number of MPs who can be in the 
Chamber at any one time. However, this does not mean we are 
simply twiddling our thumbs; far from it.  Many changes have 
been made to enable MPs to carry on with important business. 
My staff team continue to work remotely and together we are 
doing our best to respond to the heavy workload we are 
experiencing particularly at present.  

Council of Europe  
I am delighted and honoured to have been asked by the Prime 
Minister to become Leader of the UK delegation to the Council 
or Europe. The Council of Europe is a non-EU organisation of 
which we remain as members beyond Brexit. My delegation is 
cross-party and represents the UK at the Council in a number 
of ways including dealing with climate change and other 
important issues. The Council of Europe was founded in 1949, 
in the wake of the Second World War to uphold human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law in Europe. It has 47 member 
states and remains an important link with our European 
neighbours. The Parliamentary Assembly is made up of 
parliamentary representatives from the members states and 
has to reflect the political balance of the country.  

If you have an issue that you would like to raise with me, if 
possible, please email me at john.howell.mp@parliament.uk. 
If you cannot email you can write to me at the House of 
Commons, London, SW1 0AA or PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 
5XD.  

If you would like to receive my periodic electronic newsletters, 
and briefings on specific issues, please visit my website 
www.johnhowell.org.uk and subscribe at the link on the home 
page.  

    From your MP… 

                   ...John Howell 
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T.W Hayden 
Heating Services 

 

Tel: 01865340720 
Mobile: 07813904055 

E-mail: Twhayden@tiscali.co.uk 
 
All plumbing and heating works undertaken. 
Free estimates. 
 
 

15 Fane Drive, Berinsfield,  
Wallingford, Oxford, OX10 7NB 

Dorchester Window Cleaning Service 
We provide a friendly reliable service every 5-6 weeks.   

Free quote—no obligation.  Est 1990 

Contact Craig Taylor 

Tel: 01235 512881.  Mob: 07778 661548 

www.elitewindowcleaningservice.com 
 

A bill can be left for postal payment if you are not home. 

Online payment also welcome. 

Other services include: Conservatory roof cleaning; Fascia 

cleaning; Gutters unblocked & cleaned out. 
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BCP level 3 certified teacher specialising in back & joint care, 

sports rehab, pre & post natal and  
Parkinsons Disease 

Beginners and Mixed Ability Classes in Benson  
and Dorchester On Thames 

121 sessions available for personalised  
programmes 

To book contact Claire on 07801 298 978 

www.millstreampilates.co.uk 

claire@millstreampilates.co.uk 

The Corn Exchange in Wallingford has been awarded a 

total sum of £40,700, (payable in three stages) from the 

government's Culture Recovery Fund, setup to ensure that 

arts venues are able to continue operation despite the 

current Covid pandemic. The award was made by the 

British Film Institute on behalf of the Department of 

Culture, Media and Sport and reflects the association 

between the BFI and independent cinemas through the 

Film Audience Network. The Corn Exchange is a member 

of the FilmHub South East network and thus has access to 

a wide portfolio of British, independent and foreign films.  

The Corn Exchange has been showing a broad range of 

films since 1980 when the dilapidated building was 

purchased and turned it into a theatre. Corn Exchange 

Wallingford Ltd operates the cinema and has responsibility 

for the upkeep of the building and equipment. And it has 

done that for the last 40 years without any external 

revenue funding. 

So the shutdown in March was very difficult. Despite being 

entirely volunteer run, the Corn Exchange relies on income 

from the cinema to maintain the building and equipment. 

So it had to dig deep into the reserves to pay all the 

operating costs and ensure that the venue could open 

again at the end of September, fully Covid safety 

compliant.  

The audience did return in September and again in 

December after the second lockdown. But the restriction 

on seat numbers because of social distancing regulations 

meant that only a third of the available seats could be sold.  

And many audience members, particularly those who are 

shielding, are staying away. So whilst there has been an 

inflow of revenue again it is not enough to balance the 

books. 

So the BFI grant is a lifeline for us and will ensure that the 

new season in 2021 starts on a positive note with sufficient 

funds to continue operating safely and comfortably. 

Fiona Smith, Chair of the Corn Exchange said ‘We're 

extremely grateful to the BFI and the DCMS for this grant. 

It reflects the importance to the people of Wallingford for 

this, their only cinema. We look forward to welcoming them 

back in ever increasing numbers over the next few 

months.’  

Corn Exchange gets 

funding from the BFI's 

Culture Recovery Fund  

Visiting loved 
ones in care 

homes during 
COVID-19 

Do you have a relative living in a care home in 

Oxfordshire? If so, Healthwatch Oxfordshire would like 

to hear about you and your loved one’s experiences 

during COVID-19. 

The county’s independent health and social care 

watchdog would particularly like to know  what contact 

you’ve been able to have with your relative since the 

first lockdown in March, and what impact this has had 

on you and them. 

You can share your experiences by completing a short 

anonymous survey at 

www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/carehomefamilies/ 

Healthwatch Oxfordshire will report what it hears to 

social care decision-makers, so this is your chance to 

have your voice heard. 

If you would like a paper copy or a translation of the 

survey you can contact Healthwatch Oxfordshire on 

01865 520520 or at 

 hello@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk 

To find out more about the work of Healthwatch 

Oxfordshire see www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk 

mailto:claire@millstreampilates.co.uk
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/carehomefamilies/
mailto:hello@healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk
http://www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk
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Parish Registers 
Funerals 

30 Nov Leslie Radford 

17 Dec Marshall Pratley 

Monday DADS Play reading 

7.30pm  

Online 

Tuesday Coffee Morning 

10.30am 

Online 

Wednesday Mobile Post Office 

1.00-3.00pm but may vary due to 

Covid 19 

Outside Co-op 

  

See also the Parish Council’s website:      

www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

 

All events are currently suspended.  

  

For St Birinus RC Church  go to: 

www.stbirinus.co.uk  

For current information about services at 

Dorchester Abbey see page 3 or 

www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk/  
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Contacting the police 
To report a non-emergency crime, or to give 
information to Thames Valley Police, call 101. 
Alternatively, call Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555111. In the event of an emergency dial 
999. 

 
Health Services 

Direct Line to Urgent  
Local Health Services 

Dial 111 to access urgent local NHS health care 
services. Where possible, they will book you an 
appointment or transfer you to the people you need to 
speak to or send an ambulance if they think you need 
one.  For non-urgent health needs you should contact 
your GP in the usual way. 

 
Minor Injuries 

The Minor Injuries Unit at Abingdon Hospital, 
Marcham Road, daily from 10.00 am to 10.30 pm: 
01865 903476. 
 

A&E 
The nearest A&E units are at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital in Oxford (01865 741166) and the Royal 
Berkshire in Reading (01183 225111) 
 

Surgeries 
Berinsfield Health Centre:  01865 340558 

Clifton Hampden:   01865 407888 
Millstream Benson:  01491 838286 

Room Hire 
Abbey Guest House Bookings 

To hire the Abbey Guest House for private functions, 
meetings, exhibitions, etc, contact Kate Herbert on 
01865 340007, 
email admin2@dorchester-abbey.org.uk  
 

Hire of Dorchester Village Hall 
To hire our Village Hall, contact Emma Shrimpton 
bookings@dotvh.org.uk or 01865 689452.  
 
Please telephone at least 24 hours in advance to 
arrange collection of the key. 
 

Faults and Complaints 
Pothole, Street or Road Problems 

Abandoned vehicles, dog fouling, flyposting or graffiti,  
flytipping or litter, street cleaning, such as broken 
glass in a cycle lane, unlit lampposts, potholes can be 
reported on fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk.  In an 
emergency, call  0345 310 1111,. 
 

Blocked Drains 
Ring Thames Water for blocked drains on 0800 316 
9800. Callers will be asked for the postcode of the 
address where the drains are blocked. 
 

Refuse collection 
If your rubbish is not collected on the due date  contact 
the contractor direct. Call 03000 610610 and the 
website:  www.morerecyling.co.uk  
 

 
Berinsfield Library 

Green Furlong, Berinsfield 01865 340771 
Free Internet access. DVDs can be ordered. 

Opening hours 
Mon - closed  
Tues, Wed, Fri 10.00am –12.30pm 
Tues 2.00–5.00pm  
Weds, Thurs 2.00–5.00pm 
Fri 2.00–5.00pm  
Sat 10.00am – 12.30pm 
 

 
Animal Welfare 

RSPCA (wildlife): 0300 123 0206 
St Tiggywinkles animal rescue: 01844  292292 
Swan Lifeline: 01753 859397 
 

 
 

 
 

Transport  
Dorchester Flyer 

Suspended until further notice. 
 

Other Bus Services 
Services X38, X39 X40 go every 20 minutes 
from the bypass at the end of Drayton Road to 
Oxford and Wallingford. Information about bus 
services, both local and national, is available 
from www.traveline.info, and 0871 200 2233. 
Reduced services currently being run. 
 

Age UK 
The UK’s largest charity working with older 

people For help and advice etc. go to   

www.ageuk.org.uk  

 

Wallingford Volunteer Centre 
WVC Volunteers provide help for the elderly, 

disabled or vulnerable, especially by giving lifts 

to medical appointments at hospitals in Oxford, 

Abingdon and Reading. You need to register 

as a client.  Contact the Centre for more 

information. 01491 836345 

 www.wallingford.volunteercentre@gmail.com 

 
Contacting the Parish Council 

The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The 
Pigeons (next to The Fleur de Lys), High 
Street, Dorchester on Thames OX10 7HH; 
07745 311439 (during normal office hours, 
please, unless an emergency); 
 parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk.  

 

Mobile Post Office 
The Mobile Post office stops outside the Co-op 
every Wednesday between 1.00 and 3.00pm but 
may vary 

 
RAF Benson 

For information on flying schedules and night 
flying, www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/
stations/raf-benson/documents/raf-benson-

flying-programme/ . 

Useful Contacts 
Anglican Priest  
Dorchester Rectory 
Revd. Canon Sue Booys  
01865 340007 
 
 

Abbey E-mail:  
admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
Contact details for Church Wardens and other 
Abbey information are on the notice board in 
the Abbey. 
 

Abbey Website  
www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
 

Village Website 
www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk 
 

Roman Catholic Priest  
The Presbytery 
Fr. John Osman  
Bridge End 
01865 340417 
www.stbirinus.co.uk 
 

Dorchester Abbey Museum E-mail 
museum@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
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Useful Information 

Fri 5 Feb 

Fri 12 Feb 

Fri 19 Feb 

Fri 26 Feb 

Black 

Green 

Black 

Green 

Refuse  Collections 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekdays from 7.00am 
Saturdays from 6.00am 

Weekly: food waste (in bio-
degradable starch-based bag or 
wrapped in newspaper, in green 
caddy). 
 
 

The recycling centre at Oakley 
Wood (off the A4130) is 
open.8.00am – 5.00pm seven 
days a week.  Check website 
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/ 

mailto:admin2@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
mailto:bookings@dorchesteronthamesvillagehall.org.uk
http://www.ageuk.org.uk
http://www.wallingford.volunteercentre@gmail.com
https://www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/stations/raf-benson/documents/raf-benson-flying-programme/
https://www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/stations/raf-benson/documents/raf-benson-flying-programme/
https://www.raf.mod.uk/our-organisation/stations/raf-benson/documents/raf-benson-flying-programme/
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 Water, water, every where... 

As the year turned from 2020 to 2021, the rains came 

and both the Thame and Thames overflowed.  This 

was caught on camera by Carol Gibbons in the lovely 

picture from the Thame bridge, above; on the Hurst, 

by Ian Ferris, below, and in the fields by Days Lock by 

Catharine Fitzgerald, below left.  The day the Thames 

turned green was caught by Oliver Nowell, left.  


