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DoT view 
As I write, the lockdown is beginning 

to ease.  Non-essential shops are 

opening and some schools are 

beginning to have some pupils back 

for some of the time. The government 

has a difficult time ahead balancing 

lives and livelihoods. 

Some sports are back. Tennis has 

resumed, providing you maintain a 

distance from your partner, as has 

golf, under similar conditions, and 

with no socialising. Events where 

social distancing or bio-security 

cannot be maintained are not yet 

back with us and do not likely to be 

for a while yet.  So unfortunately there 

will be no Open Gardens event nor 

Safari Supper in Dorchester this year, 

both of which would have happened 

in July. The Autumn Flower Show has 

been revamped as a mostly virtual 

event, with photographs of exhibits to 

be submitted for judging. (See page 

7.) 

Some businesses and charities 

have found ways of generating 

some income, even if they cannot 

offer their whole service.  The 

Abbey Tea Room has been doing 

good business selling cake to take 

away (see page 8) and Fleur de Lys 

is currently doing take away beer 

and meals (see page 5). If 

restrictions ease at the beginning of 

July then other of these may be 

able to offer more by the time you 

read this, but nothing will be back to 

how it was for a while yet.   

Ian Brace 

email:  

dorchesternews@dorchesteronthames.co.uƪ 

Printed by  

Artisan Print Solutions 
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Dear Friends 

This monthôs letter comes from my 

Colleague Reverend Caroline. Just as we 

were going to press we heard that we 

could re-open the Abbey in a limited way 

and I am looking forward to meeting you 

there as (hopefully) restrictions are 

eased. You can still join in services by 

using the links on the Abbey website and 

contact me on my normal phone number. 

I look forward to seeing you around and 

about. God Bless Rev Sue  

So we have known and believe the 

love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in 

love abide in God, and God abides in 

them. 1 John 4.16 NRSV 

It is impossible and simplistic to sum up 

the Bible in one verse, but for me this 

verse from 1 John comes quite close, 

because it sums up our call to love each 

other, and also my faith that we if can 

somehow live out that love then it will be 

reflected in our earthly structures.  In that 

sense the core of my personal faith is 

very simple; living it out is a lifelong 

challenge.  The words of G K Chesterton 

are always in my ears; The Christian 

ideal has not been tried and found 

wanting. It has been found difficult; and 

left untried.ò   It sums up how difficult it is to 

live out something that at its core is simple. 

I am writing this letter at a time where it 

seems the headlines are dominated by  

global strain and catastrophe.  At the 

start of the year barely anyone had heard 

of Covid 19, it has now changed the 

world beyond recognition.   Here in the 

United Kingdom the official death toll 

stands at 40,000+ the actual death toll is 

possibly a third higher than that.  Each 

one of those numbers is not a statistic but 

a name, a life lived, someone special, 

someone loved by friends and families, 

someone created in the image of God, 

loved by God and infinitely precious to 

God. 

Alongside this I have been profoundly 

shocked by the killing of George Floyd in 

Minneapolis, and the subsequent 

reaction to it and the #Black Lives Matter 

campaign.  My initial reaction to this was 

to say there is no need because all lives 

matter. Unfortunately, as the 

disproportionate figures of the effect of 

Covid-19 on BAME have shown and the 

undoubted prejudice that many people 

from BAME communities experience  it is 

simply not enough for me just to say all 

lives matter.  It has to go further. 

I write as a person of privilege, I am 

white, I have received an education 

(much of it at tax payers expense), I have 

a roof over my head, food on the table 

and money in 

the bank.  Within reason I can go about 

my daily tasks without interruption or 

suspicion.  #Black lives matter has forced 

me to see that these freedoms and 

privileges are not enjoyed by everybody 

and that this is counter to our Christian 

faith and the gospel of love and inclusion 

I seek to preach.  óGod is love and those 

who live in love live in Godô.  

There is still much work to do until we 

truly live out a faith which displays this 

central truth.  Recently Bishop Steven 

wrote very succinctly when he said ó 

This seems a very good moment to say 

to all our BAME colleagues and 

neighbours in the Diocese of Oxford how 

much we value you and need you, how 

much you add to our richness and 

diversity as a society and as a church 

and how much as members of Christôs 

Church we take our stand against all 

forms of racism. 

These are days to pray and work for a 

just world, free of any form of 

discrimination, and to reach out with 

words of kindness and love.  

With best wishes to you all 

Caroline 

Talking Point                     Rev Caroline King 

Wallingford Food Bank 
Thank you very much to everyone who donated items for the 

Food Bank last month. We delivered seven large bags of 

groceries to Wallingford for distribution. Many of the recipients 

were unable to collect their supplies due to the coronavirus 

and so volunteers have been making home deliveries. 

Your support is invaluable.  The greatest demand is for tins of 

potatoes, carrots, peas, spaghetti and rice pudding. Dry pasta, 

rice and long-life milk are also needed, but other items with a 

long shelf life are very welcome. 

Judy Parker 

Opening the Abbey 
We are delighted that the Abbey will have commenced limited 

opening for private prayer by the time you receive this copy of 

the Dorchester News. As we gradually return to an open 

church we want to make certain that everything that happens 

is safe for people who come to pray and as time goes on to 

worship and to visit. We are now able to conduct Funerals in 

the Church and be open for private prayer but every step of re-

opening has to be undertaken with social distancing measures 

in mind. We are fortunate in having a large space with different 

exits and we have a basic plan which we hope will enable us 

to open gradually and safely. This will undoubtedly be slower 

than some would wish and too fast for others ï please bear 

with us as we do our best to keep you safe. 

Coming out of Lockdown  
What did you do in Lockdown? Were you a knitter, an artist a 

sourdough expert, photographer or gardener? Together with 

our local artists we are planning to organise a weekend in the 

Abbey when you can show off your experiments, achievements 

and new accomplishments. For obvious reasons we donôt 

know when this might be but do hang on to those pictures, 

craft items and projects or take photographs to share what 

you have been doing.  

Local artists have generously offered to make images which 

can be sold with part of the proceeds coming to the Abbey to 

help us with the financial consequences of Lockdown and we 

are enormously grateful for this.  

Heavenly Host Angels  
Dorchester on Thames.   
Advance Notice  

There will be Angels in Dorchester again this Advent.  The 

details of how, why and when will follow later.  Details of the 

project may also be found on the Facebook page for Heaven-

ly Host, including the pattern.  So if you want to knit, hereôs 

your chance!  Thank you.   

Denise Line  
01865 340905. 
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Hempcroft  Allotments   
July 

We have come to the end of the asparagus 

harvesting season and people are now letting the spears grow 

to full size. So now is a timely warning about the dreaded 

asparagus beetle. They are bright red, cream and dark blue 

coloured beetles, oval shaped and about 1cm long. They feed 

or lay eggs only on asparagus spears and fronds. Larvae are 

grey coloured hump-backed grubs with black heads and three 

pairs of short legs. They will usually be found feeding on the 

fronds.  

Adults appear in mid to late spring as asparagus spears are 

emerging through the soil. They lay their dark coloured eggs in 

small rows on the spears and when the eggs hatch the larvae 

will initially feed on the tips of spears, but later will migrate to 

the fronds.  They will feed for a few weeks before pupating in 

cocoons in the soil around the base of the plant or in nearby 

mulch. The larvae and the adults can both be very damaging to 

the leaves and the stems of the asparagus plant and can even 

make harvesting difficult.  

Many of the methods for getting rid of the asparagus beetle 

involve physically removing them or relying on other insects 

and animals to eat the beetles. In the event of a really bad 

infestation, neem oil or pesticides may be the only way to get 

the problem under control. Pyrethrum (e.g. Bug Clear Gun or 

Ecofective Bug Killer) is an effective pesticide. However if you 

want to stay organic regularly inspect and hand pick the adults 

from the spears and fronds is pretty effective in keeping things 

under control. 

Wild birds and chickens will readily eat the larvae and the adult 

beetles, both directly off the plant and from the ground. 

Although not an option on the allotments, allowing chickens to 

forage in the asparagus bed over the summer months will 

easily rid a garden of asparagus beetles without damaging the 

asparagus plants.  

Adults will overwinter in the soil, leaf litter, or in hollow stems of 

asparagus plants.  Getting rid of the beetleôs overwintering sites 

will help keep their numbers down. Clear away, shred, or 

compost old fern at the end of the year, and remove plant 

rubbish, stones, planks and any other cover that beetles could 

use around the asparagus plot. 

Edward Metcalfe 

edmetcalfe@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Securing the Abbeyôs future  
during Covid 

The announcement of lockdown and the closure of the 

Abbey in mid-March presented a significant issue to the 

finances of the Abbey.  The Abbey is much larger (and so 

more expensive to run) than a parish of around 1,100 

people would normally have and so over the years we have 

made sure that in addition to voluntary giving we have other 

ways of generating income to pay both for the work of the 

Abbey in the community and also for the ongoing 

maintenance of the wonderful building.  Lockdown meant 

that those other ways of generating income were suddenly 

cut off and our initial estimates were that we would have a 

deficit due to lockdown of over Ã40,000 by the end of 

September. 

The announcement of the Coronavirus Job Retention 

Scheme was the first welcome piece of news and that has 

enabled us to continue to pay the five part-time staff 

members whilst most of them have been furloughed.  The 

Business Support Grant from SODC followed soon after and 

contributed Ã10,000.  We are very lucky to have the support 

of the Friends of Dorchester Abbey in making a monthly 

contribution to our costs and following an appeal to the 

Abbey congregation and others in the parish we have been 

overwhelmed with the generosity of those people in making 

one-off donations and new or increased regular giving. 

All of this means that we are now really close to eliminating 

the cash deficit by the end of December on the assumption 

that no significantly sized events will be possible in the 

Abbey before the end of the year.  However, there is still 

more to do to finally close that gap, which currently stands 

at around Ã4,000. 

So we would like to say a big Thank You to all of those who 

have helped us to continue to look after the building and so 

continue our work in the community in these difficult 

times.  If you would like to help then please contact Nick 

Forman at treasurer@dorchester-abbey.org.uk, 01865 

340434, or go to www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk/donate. 

Nick Forman 

Treasurer to the Abbey Church of St Peter & St Paul 

mailto:treasurer@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
http://www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk/donate
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Thanks to all the kind people whose names I do not know 

who kindly brought my Co-op shopping every week!   I do not 

know their names. 

Sue at 93 Abingdon Road 

Nikki Kelly of Oxford Road. We are new to Dorchester and 

hence know few of our neighbours. However Nikki, although 

busy with her own young family, has taken the trouble to 

check with us that we are ok, to include us in events such as 

VE Day celebrations and to get food or medicines  if we were 

in need. And she and her family stop for a chat when we are 

out in the garden. 

Anne and Les Haywood  

¶ The staff of the Co-op for deliveries 

¶ The Revd Sue Booys and her colleagues for making 

morning prayer available on line.  

¶ Annie Morrow-Andrew for efficient and good-humoured 

coordinating ... 

¶ All the volunteers who helped with deliveries, 

prescriptions etc  

¶ The teachers at the school who worked during the 

lockdown  

¶ The dinosaur, for a laugh.   

Denise Line 

Thank you to the Springs Golf Club 
At the start of ólock downô Lindsey and Anthony Esse, the 

owners of the Springs Golf Club, part of the Darwin Escapes 

Leisure Group, made a most generous offer of giving 

vulnerable older residents in Dorchester a cooked meal to be 

delivered to their doorstep, to be cooked by the furloughed 

staff at the Springs Golf Club.  In total 63 Dorchester residents 

became the receivers of really delicious meals of a main 

course with vegetables and a dessert and in addition two 

mouth-watering biscuits for tea later.   

Originally 45 residents received the meal then numbers 

increased over succeeding dates to 63 residents and 6 dates 

in total, with delivery to 45 houses!  Without exception we 

really appreciated this generous gift and we all felt we would 

like to pay back this generosity by donating money to various 

charities.   The charities that we chose are: Wallingford 

Emergency Food Bank, NHS Together, Triple Negative Breast 

Cancer Research, Thames Valley Air Ambulance, Emmaus 

Oxford (helping homeless people in Oxford) and Medicins 

Sans Frontieres. 

All participants thank Lindsey most sincerely and her staff for a 

magnificent and generous action which certainly helped make 

ólock downô much more tolerable. 

Bookshop 
The Wallingford Bookshop 
01491  834383 
books@wallingfordbookshop.com 

Brewery 
Loose Cannon Brewery 
01235  531141 
shop@lcbeers.co.uk 

Butchers  
Benson Village Butchers 
01491 838330 
https://www.facebook.com/
BensonVillageButcher/ 

Aldens Specialist Catering Butchers 
01865 722093 
info@aldenoxford.co.uk 

Wallingford Butchers 
01491 833553 
www.wallingfordbutchers.co.uk 

Convenience Store 
The Co-op 
01865 340038 
http://www.midcounties.coop/ 

Greengrocers 
Bonners 
01865 242183 
Order@bonnersoxford.co.uk. 

Gift Shop 
Derryôs Den, Benson 
01491 824152 
elisa@derrysden.co.uk 

Meal delivery 
Streetfooddelhi 
www.streetfooddelhi.com 

H Cafe 
01865 341607 
h-pizza.com 

Chinese Whisper 
01844 300300 
https://www.chinesewhisper.co.uk/ 

Skogen Kitchen 
https://skogen.kitchen 

Pet Food 
Blakes 
01491 834911 
sales@blakespets.co.uk 
 

More details available on the  
village website    
https://www.dorchester-on-
thames.co.uk/. 

 

 

Places in Dorchester that are open: 

Fleur de Lys Takeaway food and drink 
01865 661865 Takeaway drinks, coffee 
and beer, baguettes and takeaway 
meals Wed, Fr, Sat, Sun. 

The Wandering Kitchen Coffee etc and 
food takeaway Queenford Lakes, Burcot 
Lane OX10 7PQ 01865 343568  
hello@thewanderingkitchen.co.uk  
Down Drayton Rd. and over the bridge to 
Queenford Lakes 

Dorchester Abbey Tearoom  - See 
Page 8 

Further Information 
'Life in a locked-down village' A  useful 
page of resources serving Dorchester 
during the pandemic crisis 

ŀƊŜǊŎŀƴŎŜǊǎΦŎƻƳκƭƛŦŜ-ƛƴ-ŀ-ŎƻǊƻƴŀ-
ƭƻŎƪŜŘ-Řƻǿƴ-ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜκ  

South Oxfordshire Takeaway / Delivery 
Services Facebook page   
www.facebook.com/
southoxtakeaways/?hc_location=ufi   

The Big Small Shop A website directory 
of small businesses based in Wallingford 
thebigsmallshop.co.uk/  

. 
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Our thanks to those who have helped 

The DoT Roll of Honour 

https://skogen.kitchen
mailto:sales@blakespets.co.uk
https://www.dorchester-on-thames.co.uk/
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mailto:hello@thewanderingkitchen.co.uk
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https://aftercancers.com/life-in-a-corona-locked-down-village/
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https://www.facebook.com/southoxtakeaways/?hc_location=ufi
https://www.facebook.com/southoxtakeaways/?hc_location=ufi
https://thebigsmallshop.co.uk/
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