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DoT view

May is a busy month in Dorchester.
Even in a year when there is no
Festival, there is plenty to do.
Music is well-represented. There
is the English Music Festival over
the Spring Bank Holiday weekend, with their usual performance
of some of the lesser-heard
works from English composers,
and then the return of the Chiltern
Festival right at the end of the
month. If singing is your thing,
then ‘Sing for Syrians’ is a
chance to sing Mozart’s Requiem
all day. And if singing is not your
thing, you can still come along to
the concert and hear the results.
Either way you’ll be raising money for a very good cause.
And it is Oxfordshire Artweeks
again. This time we are honoured
with a nine-day exhibition at the
Abbey Guest House, displaying
the work of eight Dorchester
artists. Who knew that there is so
much talent in the village?
Artists of another kind, gardeners,
are sought for the Gardens Open
Day on 10 June. It would be
great to have some new gardens
included, so get out the
lawnmower, brush up the roses
and put your garden forward for
others to enjoy. You’ll be surprised
just how good it looks.

Ian Brace

Editorial Team
Ian Brace, Gillian Johnson
Distribution Co-ordinator
Maurice Day
Printed by: Higgs of Henley
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s the Easter season Talking Point
Revd. Paul Cawthorne and countries
unfolds and the
pull up the drawweather warms up, for many of us it is
eventually grew to become the great abbey bridge to preserve outdated privileges or
easier to look outward and upward. No
dominating the river plain. It all makes
choose to remain open-hearted to those a
more wearing extra jumpers and hunkering one acutely conscious of the dizzying
continent or a mile away? Will we still
down to avoid the chill. More time getting sweep of history. In the middle of our
savour the beauties of sunset and silence,
into the garden looking for what needs to modern communications revolution of far- of riverside walks and the warm breeze of
be done and what new can be planted in reaching import, with a seemingly everspring?
fresh hope to grow into fruition in the
increasing pace of professional life and
The story of the cross leading to Easter is
coming months. As one looks upward
with virtual reality and nanotechnology
one of death of the known, human, limited
from my front garden, eyes are drawn
now taking off for better and worse, it is
way of things leading to radically new life,
through the modern bricks and mortar
salutary to think back to the wisdom of
unexpected and exciting. As Thomas
towards the Wittenham Clumps which
ancient ways and rhythms to keep some
Berry wrote in The Sacred Universe, ‘In
have seen so much over the centuries. From bearings.
our contemplation of how tragic moments
their time as base of operations for an
Just over fifty years since the first human of disintegration over the course of centuries
Iron Age tribe which did its own building,
flew into space, I wonder where life will
were followed by immensely creative
we can still see the fortified outlines over
be in another fifty years’ time. How much moments of renewal, we receive our
2,500 years later; to the coming of the
will the narrative of Jesus' life-giving way great hope for the future’. It is an eternal
Romans building mosaiced villas on the
of living for others and the perennial wisdom deep theme of the way life itself works
slopes explored by a modern-day 'Time
of his counter-cultural teaching still be
within the mysterious divine economy. As
Team', there is much which seems remote
heard amid the clamour of electronic instant the traditional Easter hymn gently puts it,
but deeply present.
entertainment and proliferation of ever'Now the green blade riseth from the buried
The clumps look down across the main
more targeted advertising? Will we have
grain...love has come again'. We can
river into Dorchester on the Thames
established a balance with less emphasis pray with trust and hope that God's love
where nearly 1400 years ago St Birinus
on success or narrow measures of growth will make our common future a wondrous
was bishop of a place of worship which
and more on contentment? Will communities one.

Easter ‘Thank You’

Thy Kingdom Come

Easter Day 2018 will be one that I remember as a very special
one. As always, the Abbey was beautifully decorated by
Sandie Griffith and her amazing team of flower ladies - it is
always a wonderful experience to go into the Abbey after the
emptiness of Holy Week and Easter and somehow this year
seemed particularly glorious.

Familiar words perhaps – but in the last couple of years these
words from the Lord’s Prayer have become the title for a
worldwide ten days of prayer from Ascension Day (10 May)
to Pentecost (Whitsun). We will be joining in once again with
prayer leaflets and special opportunities for prayer – including
a special ‘Filling Station’ meeting in Marsh Baldon. Thy Kingdom
Come will start with a special Ascension Day Eucharist at the
top of the Wittenham Clumps with Bishop Colin at 7.30pm –
meet at Little Wittenham Church at 7.00pm to walk to the top.
For non-walkers the same service will take place in Little
Wittenham Church.

It was great to welcome many villagers and visitors from afar
to share our Easter Celebrations and particular thanks to the
team of gardeners whose efforts outside the south porch
have led to the clearing of the Preaching Cross and William
MacFarlane’s grave which we celebrated on Easter Evening
with the help of the Abbey choir, Professor Malcolm Airs, Gail
Thomas and other friends.

Pentecost Pilgrimage Plus

A pilgrimage – whether short or long is a great opportunity to
walk and pray – alone or in company. On Whitsun afternoon
(20 May) the Abbey hopes to welcome people who have
marked the end of Thy Kingdom Come by journeying locally
or from further afield. You may want to walk part of the traditional
Birinus Pilgrimage from Churn Knob (contact Parish Office for
details) or part of the Thames Pilgrim Way
(www.thamespilgrimway.org.uk) which follows the Thames
footpath – or simply set off from your own village. Wherever
you come from we look forward to welcoming you at the Abbey
any time from 4.00pm for a cup of tea, family activities and a
special service at 5.00pm.

The Dorchester Team is (nearly) 40!
The Dorchester Team was created in 1978 and so this year
we will celebrate our 40th Birthday. We plan to celebrate on
29 September with a special Team Service in the Abbey at
10.30am. We will also mark the actual date of the legal instrument
that brought the team into being nearer to its actual date. We
would love to hear from you if you were involved in the
original plans for the Dorchester Team (especially if we have
lost touch) or if you have any photographs of past Team
events. We are one of the oldest Teams in the country –
something worth celebrating!

Sun 3 June Morning Service
Earth Trust

Rector’s Study Leave

The Church of England marks Environment Sunday on the
Sunday nearest the UN’s World Environment Day (5 June).
This year Environment Sunday falls on Sunday 3 June and
we are delighted that Jayne Manley, the Chief Executive of
The Earth Trust will join us for the morning service and give
an address.

Thank you for your interest in what I shall be doing on my study
leave – I am hoping to make good progress with a book that
I’ve been thinking about for some years and which a number of
people are kind enough to feel would be good to get completed
and, hopefully, published!
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Dorchester May Morning
Monday May 7

Christian Aid

There will not be a Christian Aid Week collection in Dorchester
this year instead we would like to invite you to breakfast on 13
May between 8.45am and 10.15am in the Abbey. Excellent
coffee, tea to suit every taste, croissants, pain au chocolat...and
the opportunity to help others whilst enjoying one another's
company!

TWO A PART will again welcome May by singing from the
top of the Abbey tower and then give a free concert in the
Abbey. Funds raised from breakfasts and donations will go to
Youth Challenge Oxfordshire (YoCO), a local charity established
to support young people aged 14 to 21 to develop resilience
and confidence so that they can overcome the problems that
they face during teenage years. Their year-long programme
culminates with a week volunteering at the Nasio Trust centre
for AIDS orphans and destitute children in Kenya.

Nicola Fisher

The family of Nicola would like to thank those who attended
the service and particularly the Reverend Canon Sue Booys
and Reverend Marcus Braybrooke for conducting such a moving
and sensitive service celebrating Nicola’s life.

Beryl Fisher
A tribute to Nicola Fisher appears on page 17.

Lent Lunches 2018

Many, many thanks to all who supported the Friday Lent
Lunches this year.
£741.45 was raised and is being donated to Helen and Douglas
House, Oxford. This charity provides palliative, respite, end of
life and bereavement care to life-limited children and young
adults and their families.

Meg Fisher
Dawn Dudley

Continental Breakfast: From 8.30am in the Abbey
Two A Part :Sing from the Tower at 9.00, then in the Abbey
Breakfast tickets £5
Must be bought in advance
Available from Dorchester Co-op or
tim.cook12@btinternet.com

Dorchester Village Hall
200 Club Prize Draw
Congratulations to the winners of the
March draw.
DADS
DORCHESTER AMATEUR DRAMATICS SOCIETY

1st Prize

£75

No23 Mr F Norman

DADS will be performing 'The Slipper And The
Rose' (Cinderella) from
21-24 November 2018

2nd Prize

£45

No23 Mrs S Dixon

3rd Prize

£25

No12 Mr R Moore

The next draw will be in June, so join now for a chance to win!

It's a musical for all the family with wonderful songs and
costumes.

The 200 Club is a quarterly prize draw to raise funds for the
village hall. There are only 200 tickets and some are still available
at £12 for the year (four draws from when you join). To join,
contact Elaine Moore on 340441 or email

If you are interested in being part of this magical show,
either on stage or behind the scenes, we'd love to hear from
you.

admin@dotvh.org.uk for a form.
You can pay by cash, cheque or standing order.

Read-through / Audition - Monday 18 June - 7.30-9.30pm
Singing / Audition - Thursday 21 June - 7.30-9.30pm
Combined Read-through/Singing Audition Saturday 23 June - 3.00-5.00/5.30

Good luck!

Rehearsals are every Monday and Thursday evening in the
back room of the
Village Hall from 7.30-9.30pm and will start on Monday 2 July

Chiropodist
Third Wednesday of each month,
1.00–4.00pm
Village Hall (back room)
16 May

For more information or to request audition pieces please
contact Ann (membership@dads.org.uk)

Tel: 07850 196714 or 01865 511354
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Dorchester on Thames Neighbourhood Plan Referendum
It’s a YES!

On 15 March 2018 Dorchester residents had the chance to Turnout 51.2%
vote on the Dorchester on Thames Neighbourhood Plan.
That is overwhelming support for the Neighbourhood Plan!
The Plan, 5 years in the making, sets the framework of general
Thank you very much Dorchester!
planning policies in our village. Neighbourhood Plans have to
conform with National and Local planning policies. An independent The Plan now has legal force, and goes to South Oxfordshire
inspector had examined our plan in detail. He concluded that, District Council to become part of the Local Plan. It is now a
with some technical modifications, the Plan was sound. Indeed material consideration in determining planning applications in
he was complimentary about it.
the village.
But the final say rested with the village, hence the referendum.
So in response to the question:
‘Do you want South Oxfordshire District Council to use the
Neighbourhood Plan for Dorchester-on-Thames to help it
decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area?’
the votes were:
Yes 398 (95.9%)
No 17 ( 4.1%)

The whole plan is available online at:
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/01-02-2018%
20Referendum%20version%20of%20Dorchester%20NDP.pdf

Result as a proportion of all
eligible voters
Did not vote
48.8%

Yes 49.1%

The count takes place under the watchful
eyes of a number of interested spectators.
No 2.1%

.
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St Birinus Primary School News
The excitement continued at the end of the • Finally, for the term, we held our Easter Service in the Abbey.
Spring Term with several trips and events:
It was great to see so many parents and friends that were able
to celebrate the joy of Easter with us.
• Fox Class visited the grand palace of
Hampton Court – the former home of King You may have noticed as you walked around the village in the
Henry VIII. This was to complete their Tudor topic throughout first week of the holidays that part of our school wall decided to
the term. The children were able to explore some of the 1,000 fall. Thanks to one of our governors, Paul King, for his quick
rooms of the palace and had a special workshop looking at the response in organising a speedy clean up and repair of the wall.
various games and pastimes of the Tudor age. It was a grand It all happened before the school returned at the end of holidays.
day out in the glorious sunshine.
The wall is not yet completed, as this is planned to be completed
during the May Half term holiday – so watch this space.
• In contrast, Hedgehog class had different weather as they
visited Farmer Gow’s – here they were able to hold the chicks Thinking about the school site, we have recently undergone a
and ducklings, whilst having the challenge of feeding the safeguarding audit of the school and, in that report, there have
lambs, sheep and goats. It is always fun watching the children been several recommendations regarding the school site. As
desperately holding a bottle with the exuberance of the lamb you can appreciate the safeguarding and safety of the children
drinking the milk. They also had a ride on the tractor and in our care is vitally important to us and to that end we will be
installing some fencing at the entrance to the playground and
trailer to visit the pigs in the field.
some near the school wall – this is to ensure that the site has
• Throughout the last few weeks, each class presented their only one clear entrance point to the school. I will provide further
topic events to their parents – in each they were able to share details in the next issue.
the work on their topics with some producing food or a short
production. It is always great to see the enthusiasm of the Don’t forget our annual May Dancing Afternoon is on 4 May at
1.30pm – please come and join us for this and maybe join us for
children to share their knowledge and skills
the whole school dance – you will be most welcome!
• We held our Sports Relief day, where the children came
Russell Leigh
dressed in some form of sports kit. Throughout the day we
Headteacher
Dorchester St Birinus CE Primary School
had a whole school 5-a-day exercise routine and finished the
day with an inter-house sports event.

Pre School News

After the Easter break we started the new term
with a new topic - Spring time and growing inside
and out.
Our letters this term will be A to Q, our numbers 1 to 20, shape
of this term is the Flower and colour of the term is Yellow.
We will have a visit from Reverend Sue Booys,and also Linda
the Librarian from Berinsfield Library. We will be taking Spring
walks around the Hurst and the allotments looking for plants
sprouting and watching them grow over the term. Children will
be playing in the garden and will have gardening sessions
with our lovely administrator Hayley. We will also watch big
school’s Maypole dancing and be doing P.E. in the school hall.

After some detective work it was discovered that it was made by
Tom Cobley, a maker of high quality rocking horses, in around
1988. Although mostly retired, he kindly agreed to take our
horse and restore it. The result is astounding and it now has a
new lease of life. Unfortunately we are unable to use it in Pre
School so have decided to put it up for sale to raise funds for the
Pre School. If you have any memories of the rocking horse and
might like to have it as your own then please get in touch!
Enquiries to Louisa Margison: chair@dorchesterpreschool.co.uk

Louisa Margison
Pre School Chair

The large shed in the playground has been cleared to be
used as an outdoor classroom. We hope to raise funds to
properly insulate the shed so it can be used for much more of
the year.

Kristina Palm
Pre School Secretary

Pre School Rocking Horse

You may have wondered why the Pre School emblem is a rocking
horse, I know I did. Well, the rocking horse that inspired the emblem
was once a well loved and well used favourite in Pre School.
When it fell into disrepair it was stored away in the shed and
sadly stayed there for about 15 yrs. During the clearing of the
shed to make it into an outside classroom, we found the horse
and decided to find out more about it.
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Historical Society

Dorchester on Thames
Historical Society

Wednesday 23 May 2018,

Summer Outing

7.30pm, Village Hall
Members free, Visitors welcome (£3)
Robert Kidner will talk about:
‘Farm Boys, Clowns & Gypsies’
He looks at the work of two of England's most talented 20th
century artists, Sir George Clausen, now sadly almost unknown,
and Dame Laura Knight, this country's most celebrated female
artist. They had much in common, both were Royal Academicians,
Official War Artists, painters of Railway Posters, and possessed
on outstanding ability to put light into their paintings.

Lacock Abbey and village including the Fox Talbot
Museum

Saturday 30 June

Lacock Abbey, founded in 1232 by Ela of Salisbury, was originally a
nunnery and over the years has become a family home set in
wooded grounds, with a botanic garden, greenhouse and
orchard. The Museum is named after William Henry Fox Talbot
who created the first photographic negative and established
this as the birthplace of photography. There is plenty to see
and do at these National Trust properties.
Sir George Clausen ‘Ploughing’ 1889

Lacock Village is often used as a film set and has plenty of
places to eat and drink in. There are two National Trust shops
as well as independent village businesses.

Robert Kidner has been an enthusiastic amateur artist for over
25 years and often exhibits locally. He has completed a course
with the Open College of Arts on ‘the history of western art’.
Members may recall his fascinating talks on ‘Railway Poster
Art’ in November 2015, and on ‘Art Nouveau and Art Deco’ in
April 2017.

Lacock is National Trust Property so if you are a member of
the National Trust please remember to bring your card. If
you are not a National Trust member you will need to pay
£13.40 at the entrance to the village. This covers the entrance
to the Abbey and Museum and the village.

The Society welcomes new members and visitors – do
come along and find out more!

09.15 bus leaves Bridge End car park
11.05 arrive at Lacock
16.00 depart from Lacock
17.50 arrive back in Dorchester at the Bridge End car park

Margot Metcalfe,
Chairman

Thank you from James Pratt

COST: £22 (for the bus journey only). Please make your
cheque payable to the Dorchester Historical Society and send
to Gail Thomas , 14 Herringcote, Martins Lane, Dorchester on
Thames, OX10 7RD.
Tel. 01865 341977 or gail.thomas8@btinternet.com if you
need further information.
N.B. You do not need to be a member of the Historical Society
to enjoy this visit. Everyone welcome.

I would like to thank all those who supported me on the bike
ride from Kempton Park to Caversham recently. I managed to
complete the 40 or so miles in around 4 hours and was one
of 1,000 people who took part. Thanks to your support I
raised £300 for the British Heart Foundation.

James Pratt
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Changes to Dorchester
Bus Services
The 138 ‘Going Forward’ bus that runs from Dorchester into
Wallingford.now runs on TUESDAYS ONLY:

Service to Wallingford
Leaves Dorchester at:

10.25 - 11.55 - 13.25

Leaves Wallingford at:

09.55 - 11.25 - 12.55

The bus now goes into Berinsfield, meaning that it could be
used to visit the Health Centre, library or other services there.

Service to Berinsfield
Leaves Dorchester at:

10.06 - 11.36 - 13.06

Leaves Berinsfield Health Centre:

10.15 - 11.47 - 13.17

Bus passes can be used on this service.

Dorchester’s own ‘Dorchester Flyer ‘service
to Wallingford continues to run on Fridays.
Use it to visit Wallingford and the Friday market
without having to spend ages finding
somewhere to park!
Tickets for the ‘Flyer’ need to be bought in
advance from Lilly’s
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Hurst Water Meadow Trust News

As I write this in April the rain continues to fall and the meadows
are largely under water. This is frustrating for walkers, joggers
and dog owners but, if nothing else, we will appreciate the
meadows all the more when we can return to using them. I hope
that by the time this May issue of Dorchester News is published
the water will have drained and new grasses and wild flowers
will be growing.

In early March we were joined once again by members of Sonning
Common Green Gym who helped us to lay blackthorn and
deepen ditches in the Hurst. Meanwhile trustee Chris Smith,
who manages our own volunteers, was frustrated by the weather
and unable to start the Tuesday morning work sessions on the
meadows as soon as he and the volunteers would have wished.
They will be playing ‘catch-up’ as the nettles start to grow.

The polo ponies grazed the Hurst efficiently, without escaping
too often, and went home on 1 March. Their owner sent his
thanks saying: ‘People were very nice to them and it's great to
have the support of those who use the meadow regularly.’

Mystery donation
A cheque, payable to the Hurst Water Meadow Trust, was sent
to our treasurer in March but was not accompanied by any other
information. The signatory of the cheque is not someone we
know so I have been unable to write to thank this kind supporter.
In Old Bridge Meadow the next section of hedge on the boundary
If the donor happens to read this please accept the grateful
with the car park was laid by three experts: Will, Max and Peter,
thanks of the trustees for your unexpected and generous gift.
who live locally and who very kindly offered to do this work for
us so that they could practise their skills. They have done a
Gillian Johnson (Hon. Secretary)
beautiful job and taught us that a laid hedge has a front and a
on behalf of the Trustees
back. You will be looking at the front as you walk past it in the
01865 340925
meadow.
admin@hurst-water-meadow.org.uk
www.hurst-water-meadow.org.uk

Village News

Post Office Mobile Van

Football Results
Oxford City
League

Please not that the Post Office Mobile Van stops between 10.30
and 11.30 each Wednesday outside the Co-Op in the High
Street, not outside the Village Hall as reported last month.

First Division

24/03/2018

Chinnor A 1

3 Dorchester First

07/04/2018

Dorchester First 2

11/04/2018

Headington
1
Butchers First

3 Dorchester First

14/04/2018

Great Milton
1
Reserves

5 Dorchester First

3

Florence Park
Boys Firsts

Premier Challenge Cup
17/03/2018

Dorchester News

Dorchester First 3
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0 Mason Arms First

Photo: www.postalandparceltechnologyinternational.com
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Hempcroft Allotment News
Hello everyone,
Next Committee meeting is May 15 - if members
May is now with us, spring has finally arrived and
have any matters they feel need consideration,
summer is now knocking on the door. Excitement
please let me know.
for sowing and planting will be in full swing. This
is the month the allotment committee will start to judge member’s
plots for the new prize cups to be awarded at the AGM. Welcome peppers, courgettes, summers squash, endive, french
to two new members, Claire and Will O’Leary.
beans, kale, marrows, pumpkins, winter squash, runner beans
and sprouting broccoli.
May on the allotment is as much about battling against weeds
and pests as it is about sowing and planting new crops. Birds, Diseases and pest alert: watch out bugs about
slugs, snails, aphids, flea beetles, butterflies, moths, and other Asparagus beetles, broad bean aphids, cabbage root fly, carrot
forms of wildlife will regard your newly forming seedlings and fly, flea beetles, pigeons, slugs and snails, American gooseberry
young plants as a delicious free meal. If the bugs don’t get mildew, birds, canker, codling moth, currant blister, aphid, leaf
them, weeds will strangle or smother them to death. You need blister, mites, powdery mildew, sawfly, scab, winter moth and
to take action – organic or otherwise – if your crops are to survive. caterpillars.
Remember watch for frosts, weed regularly, earth up potatoes, We have professional grade weed mat which is available 4m
and thin out seedlings.
wide and sold by the linear meter at £2.50 per linear meter.
(Example 4m x 10m = £25.00)

Compost tea great natural feed

A great liquid feed and plant enhancer, Compost Tea, is the
perfect way to boost your plants growth and obtain higher
yields – naturally. Make it for free using your own compost!
Apply every 7 to 10 days to your garden plants once plants and
transplants have become established. (If you would like the
recipe visit www.hempcroftallotments.org)

Outside Sowing
Beetroot, brussel sprouts, cabbages (summer, autumn, winter
and red) calabrese, carrots, cauliflower, chicory (Belgian), florence
fennel, french beans, kale, kohl rabi lettuce, oriental
leaves, peas, radishes, rocket, runner beans, salad
leaves, spring onions, sprouting broccoli, swede, swiss chard/
spinach, beet and turnips.

Plots available full and half size.
Please call: 01865 340119 or email: stu@horted.co.uk

Stuart Poole
Barbecue to be held this year for members and
their families, at the allotment site. Bring your food
and drink, and buy raffle tickets (email to follow
shortly) or check notice board at the allotment.

Planting in May
Aubergines, brussel sprouts, cabbages (summer, autumn, and
red), cauliflower (summer and autumn), celeriac, celery, chillies
and peppers, courgettes and summer squash, florence fennel,
globe artichokes, kohl rabi, leeks, lettuce, marrows, peas,
potatoes, pumpkins and winter squash, and also rhubarb
and sprouting broccoli, sweetcorn, sweet potatoes, tomatoes.

Crops to sow under cover
Cabbages (summer, autumn, winter, and red) cauliflower,
(summer and autumn), chicory, (sugarloaf and radicchio), chillies,
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Dorchester on Thames: Around and About©
f you have been into Lily’s or the Abbey Museum
by James Pratt

shop in the last few years, you will almost
certainly be aware of James Pratt’s book of poems,
Dorchester on Thames: Born and Bred ©. Indeed,
you may well possess one at home, as around
1,000 copies have sold so far.

In the next couple of months, James’s new
collection of poetry, Dorchester on Thames:
Around and About, will be published and will
undoubtedly be just as successful.
James’s poems contain a great deal of local
history, drawing on a lifetime living in Dorchester.
Many of us who have not had that privilege can
learn a lot about the village, how it used to be,
and why things are the way they are now. Many
are undoubtedly bought by visitors, keen to learn
more about key places, events and people of
Dorchester, which they find in James’s poems.
The new collection, though, contains a combination
of poems about the locality with themes from
further abroad, Jethro Tull, Treasures of England
and English Yew, with more personal poems
entitled Happiness, Smile, Faith is found. With
these poems James hopes to make people look
at life a little differently, based on how he feels
but also how other people feel as well. From this
group of poems, we publish Spring time, as a
taster for the new book.
How does James go about writing his poems?
He likes peace and tranquillity, which he finds in
his poetry shed where no-one can interrupt him.
All he then needs is a pencil with a rubber on the
end, some paper and a dictionary, all enhanced
by some inspiration to get down to work on his
chosen subject. James estimates that he has
written between 50 and 60 poems, many of them
exactly in this way. He sometimes gets help with
research from his daughter, and many of the
photographs in the books were taken by his son,
so it is a real family affair.
What makes it even more of a family affair is that
he says it was his wife who first got him into writing
poems, inspiring him with precious thoughts and

emotions about her, which he found
he could express best in poetry. His
second poem was in remembrance of
his mother, which was read at her
funeral, and has such universal application
that it has been read in memory of
other mothers at their funerals.
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Look out for the announcement of the
launch of the new book. There will be
an event with a signing session at the
Abbey Guest House, which will be
advertised within the next few weeks.
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The 2018 Spring Dorchester Flower Show
Hardy gardeners were not put off by an arctic spring, and
managed to stage some very high-quality exhibits to go alongside a stunning array of baking, handicrafts and photographs. It
was great to see a good number of entries despite the show
being close to Easter and many people being away on holiday.
It was fitting that there was a particularly high number of entries
in the photographic classes. I’m sure I wasn’t alone in thinking
of Frank Blackwell, who donated the trophy for the best photograph and who judged the entries with such expertise, care and
encouragement for many years. Frank died in January and is
sorely missed: these popular and competitive photo classes
are very much a part of his legacy.

The number of entries in the children’s classes were very low this was probably in part due to holidays. However, we would
like to remind everyone that children can enter any class.
Annabel King, for example, did just that, receiving a Highly
Commended for her photograph – what could you enter in the
Autumn Show?
The roll of honour is below – congratulations to all winners, with
a special mention for Janet DeLaine who carried off four
trophies.
See you in the autumn for the next show, on Saturday 1 September.

Roll of Honour Spring 2018
Drawing of the Abbey

Age 8 and under

1st Alastair Mucklow
2nd= Fern Andersson
2nd= Charlotte Bristow

Treasure Map

Age 9 and over

1st Theo Beaman

Robert Soffe Cup (Long Trumpet Daffodils)

Janet DeLaine

Short Trumpet Daffodil Cup

Steph Forman

Spring Flowers Cup (best flower exhibit
other than daffodils)

Janet DeLaine

Vegetable Cup (best veg in show)

Charlotte Bennet

Britain in Bloom Cup (most points in all flower
classes including flower arranging)

Janet DeLaine

Mary Tame Handicraft Plate
(best piece of handicraft)

Tracy Lester

Domestic Classes Cup
(most points in domestic classes)

Steph Forman

Blackwell Photography Cup
(best photo in the show)

Janet DeLaine
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B

orn Nicola Louise Spence on 7 April
1963, she was the eldest of
three children to parents Christine
and Duncan. She was big sister to
Martina and Clinton. They grew up
here in Dorchester on Thames.
She went to Clifton Hampden
primary school and then Cranford
House.

Nicola Fisher
1963-2018

She was also Godmother to; Matthew,
Patricia, Kate, Alex and Lilly.
She stopped working in 2004 and in
the same year chose to follow a
large part of the Global Challenge
yacht race which saw her travel to
many places including South Africa
and Australia. Having gone straight
from school into working life and then
having a family relatively young she
saw this as her chance to have a gap
year.

As a girl she attended Brownies
and Guides in Clifton Hampden
and as a teenager she was a bellringer here at Dorchester Abbey.
On one occasion she had what she
described as a ‘bit of an accident’
while bell-ringing, and got lifted by
a stray rope, I don't think that at the time
she had any idea how dangerous it could
have been. She also used to play squash
regularly and even still had her old wooden
racquet.

She was the mainstay of keeping
friends and family involved in lots of
wonderful events, getting everyone
together either for social events, or fundOn 6 April 1985 here in Dorchester Abbey
raisers.
she married David Fisher. They bought
and renovated what was to be their
Unfortunately in October 2014 Nicola was
fantastic family home in the idyllic village diagnosed with a very rare form of brain
of Marsh Baldon. During this time, before tumour and over the last few years of her
the house was even finished, came the
life it took hold more and more which
Nicola had a great group of friends
arrival of their first son Russell. Three
caused her health to deteriorate.
through growing up in Dorchester and
years later they had a second son
socialising in the Fleur. Not being a
Sadly on the morning of 7 March 2018
George and this completed their family.
drinker she was usually the designated
Nicola finally succumbed and passed
driver in her black mini. One of this group Whilst living in Marsh Baldon she was
away peacefully with her mother, brother
very involved in the village, often helping and sister by her side. Her life was cut
was more than just a friend, ultimately
at school sales and events, usually
becoming her husband.
short, however I think its fair to say that
running her stationary stall and even
she made sure the years she did have
When Nicola was at school all she ever
draughting in the ‘two Beryls’ to serve
were very full.
wanted to do was work in her Nan’s
teas. She was also a member of the WI
stationary shop. When she became old
and a founding member of the supposed We felt it very fitting that Nicola has now
enough she started to help out in the
returned to Dorchester, the village that
‘book club’, we don’t remember her
school holidays and this then lead onto
she grew up in, loved and chose as her
finishing a single book!
working there full time as soon as she left Nicola was a caring aunty to 10 nieces
home.
school. She was a great asset throughout and nephews; Cicely, Finley, Felix, Jonah,
her time there and was extremely popular Luke, Holly, Matilda, Annie, Kate and
with all the customers as well as the staff. Alex.

Massive Secondhand Bike Sale

The Massive Secondhand Bike Sale, organised by The Treehouse School, is returning to be part of the Wallingford Car
Rally on Sunday May 13 on the Kinecroft, Wallingford. If you
have a bike to sell we will sell it on your behalf and you
receive 75% of the selling price. Please bring your bike along
to the Kinecroft between 9.00am and 11.00am if you would
like to sell your bike this way. If you have a bike that you
would like to just get rid of and donate to the sale then please
email me (sally@eccleston.me.uk) and I will arrange collection.
We accept children's and adult bikes, scooters, bike accessories,
wheeled toys, etc. If in doubt then send me an email or give
me a ring. If you are looking for a bike then come along on
the day. Last year we sold over 100 bikes so I'm sure you'll
find something to suit your needs.

Advertising in Dorchester News

There are ten issues per year with double issues in July/August
and in Dec/Jan. For an eighth of a page the cost is £11.75 mono,
£12.75 colour; for a quarter page £23.50 mono, £25.50 colour; for a
half page £35.25 mono, £38.50 colour and full page £47.00 mono,
£51.00 colour.
Despite increases in production costs, we are pleased to announce
that our rates to advertisers remain unchanged for 2018.
Please send artwork to
dorchesternews@dorchesteronthames.co.uk one week before the
deadline for editorial copy given on page 2.
One-time adverts, please send a cheque, payable to ‘Dorchester
Abbey PCC’, to
Nick Forman,
Willoughby House,
73 High Street,
Dorchester-on-Thames,
OX10 7HN.
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illiam Charles Macfarlane was a
remarkable man. His legacy is
everywhere we look in this beautiful village
and we all owe him a tremendous debt for
his vision and determination to make
Dorchester a model community.
He was born 200 years ago on 16 April in
Feltham, Middlesex, the younger son of a
Scottish merchant who had made his
fortune with the East India Company.

William Macfarlane

• In 1861 the south aisle and porch were
re-roofed.

newly-built Catholic church in Bridge End.
Although the restoration of the dilapidated • In 1862 the major restoration of the
nave roof was started with over half of
Abbey had been started in 1845, as result
the £800 cost donated by Macfarlane.
of the enthusiasm of the Oxford Architecture
Society. It had stuttered to a halt in 1853
• The lych gate providing a distinctive
with only the Sanctuary and part of the
entrance to the precinct was erected in
Choir completed and the funds exhausted.
1867.
The vast space of the rest of the abbey
• The tower was repaired in the following
year.
• And between 1872 and 1874 the stone
vaulting of the south chancel aisle was
introduced with the altar in the north
chapel dedicated to Wilberforce in
recognition of his key role in giving
Macfarlane the opportunity to serve the
parish.

This effectively marked the completion of
the restoration of the fabric. The Abbey
was transformed and had become an
appropriate theatre for the liturgical
changes which Macfarlane introduced.
Daily services at times convenient for
working people with frequent celebrations
of Holy Communion – all conducted by
clergy and choir suitably robed – became
was still cluttered with private box pews
We know little about his early life but we
the norm. Particular emphasis was laid on
can be certain that he grew up in a devout and temporary partitions. The living was a the choir which at times numbered over
poor one worth a miserable £100 a year
and tight-knit family. His older brother,
100 and a tradition of choral festivals was
and it was only in 1850 that it had been
James, became Rector of Staveley in
established.
Derbyshire and his twin brother, Edward, able to attract its first resident incumbent
for over 70 years in the person of William By 1866 Macfarlane was able to claim
also took holy orders. Both William and
Addison. His vicarage was a rented cottage that religious dissent was ‘very much on
his sister, Jessie, never married and the
the decrease’ and that Roman Catholicism
although plans for a new parsonage
two of them made a formidable team in
was confined to the Daveys and their
house had been drawn up in 1853 and it
their later life.
was under construction at the time of his dependents.
William entered Magdalen College in
resignation to take up a more lucrative
With the Abbey sorted, Macfarlane turned
Oxford as what we would now call a
living in 1856.
his attention to the educational needs of
mature student and graduated in 1852
the village. He believed that neglect of
when he was 35 years old. Oxford at that It is probable that Bishop Wilberforce
identified
the
newly
ordained
time was in the grip of the Tractarian
Macfarlane as just the right man to
movement which aimed to reinstate the
turn all this around and William
rituals and the spirit of the PreReformation Anglican Church. Macfarlane with his sister as his housekeeper
came under the influence of Bishop Samuel took up residence in the new
vicarage in April 1857. As a leading
Wilberforce who ordained him in 1854
and appointed him as vicar of Dorchester member of the High Church party
he made Dorchester its local headonly two years later after a brief stint as
quarters. He cleared out the C18
curate in Garsington.
divisions in the Abbey to give a
It is difficult now to imagine the depressed direct line of sight to the altar at the
state of the village when Macfarlane took
east end which he raised up on a
up his living. It was a backward agricultural
marble plinth with a new reredos in
community with a declining coaching
front. And with Gilbert Scott as his
trade unable to compete with the railways.
architect he vigorously set about
Although there was a school for girls and
reviving the campaign to restore
infants, the only educational provision for
the fabric of the Abbey to its
boys was the fee-paying private school in medieval glory contributing much
the Guest House where French and
of the funding himself.
dancing were on the curriculum. Religious
dissent divided the community with a
• In 1859 the north chancel aisle
thriving Baptist chapel in Watling Lane
was restored with a new roof.
and a Primitive Methodist chapel and the

Dorchester News

May 2018

18

religion was a direct response to a lack of
education. Following the 1870 Forster
Education Act which made primary
education compulsory, he took the initiative
in building a new girls and infant school
which opened in 1872. Two thirds of the
cost was provided by Macfarlane and his
sister. At the same time he built a new
combined chapel and schoolroom to serve
the hamlet of Burcot. Both Macfarlane and
Jessie helped in the teaching at both
schools and it was their money which
acquired the premises on the High Street
in 1877 which was to become a home for
the Missionary College with the aim of
providing a Dorchester-based education in
the scriptures across the whole world. Ever
mindful of the needs of the village, he was
looking to provide a Young Man’s Institute
within the new buildings of the College at
the time of his death in November 1885.

Macfarlane and the
Missionary College

Building work had started in 1877 and
after many disagreements among
architects and builders, the conversion
nyone visiting Dorchester for the
was completed ready for its dedication in
first time will be intrigued to see a
October 1878. A house for the Principal
swinging sign for ‘The Old College’ at
was built in the same year by George
the junction of Queen Street and the
Gilbert Scott just before his death. A
High Street. This building and the more
report in the Guardian newspaper
ornate house on the other corner play an
described the event in some detail: its
important part in the Macfarlane story,
buildings were ‘formally dedicated to the
and in the Abbey’s role as a pioneer of
glory of God and the use of his Church’,
spreading the good news, or in today’s
a procession of 30 clergy took part, and
parlance, ‘mission and outreach’.
the paper devotes a full two
columns to the speeches.

A

The first students were admitted
in January 1879: Marmaduke
Hare who went to South Africa,
and later to America, and Edwin
Farmer who went to Zululand,
but later came back to Stanford
in the Vale. Two further students
of that year ended up in
Zanzibar and Ceylon. Of the 20
students in the first four years,
15 went overseas.

His achievements are inspirational. If he
were with us tonight he would surely have
given a smile of satisfaction. All of this is
down to him:
• the vestments of the choir.
• the beautiful singing and the sound of
the organ which he first installed in 1870.

Strict rules were in force, relating
to local visiting, accepting
invitations, forming acquaintances, and relations with the
opposite sex, but this did not
stop later students marrying
local girls! They were also
forbidden to attend any other
church.

• the Rector preaching from the lectern
(although in Macfarlane’s day she would
have ascended Butterfield’s pulpit!).
• the active participation of the congregation.
• and, not least, the warmth of the Abbey,
for it was Macfarlane who paid for the
first stove to be installed in the nave in
1867.
But his modesty is reflected in the simple
grave and inscription which, at his request,
was placed at the foot of the medieval
Preaching Cross guarding the entrance to
the Abbey he adored. Jessie, too, wished
to be buried alongside her brother but by
the time that she died in 1904 burials in
the churchyard were no longer permitted
and she lies in the newly commissioned
cemetery in a grave of a matching design
to that of William.
The gratitude of his parishioners to
Macfarlane is expressed in the stained
glass window on the North side of the
nave that was given in 1887.
‘In Peace’ is inscribed on the cross that
forms the centrepiece of his memorial. Let
us all wish him that as we celebrate the
lasting legacy of both William and Jessie.
Malcolm Airs

Missionary work abroad’.

Kate Tiller considers that the
college had a very definite
impact on Dorchester, ‘perhaps
approaching Butterfield’s High Church
hope for a college of priests forging the
ideal local Christian community’. Its
ultimate purpose was to further ministry
elsewhere, but its presence in Dorchester
enhanced the ‘growing and high profile
work of anglicanism’ which was being
cultivated at the time.

Turning his attention to education further
afield, Macfarlane had in 1873 bought
from the Cook family the dwelling house,
walled garden, stables and coach house
and also a granary and malthouse on
the corner of the High Street and the
then East Street. The plan was to build a
college to train young men to work in the
mission field, and a committee and trust
were set up to develop what Mary Tame Sadly Macfarlane only survived the first
describes as Macfarlane’s ‘most ambitious seven years of the College’s existence,
project’.
but would have surely been proud to see
An announcement of the proposed college how it developed, and sent men out ‘to
preach the Gospel to very creature’.
which appeared in March 1878 read as
And, by the time of his death, the Anglican
follows:
church had become more dominant, and
‘Taking into consideration the great extent also diversified into a great array of
of the Mission Field, and the comparatively educational, welfare, social and leisure
inadequate means of providing for it, it is activities, not dissimilar to what we today
proposed to open at Dorchester…an
identify as ‘mission and outreach’, a
Institution for young men desirous of
central aspect of Dorchester Abbey’s
devoting themselves to Foreign Missionary activities in the 21st century.
Work’. Required qualifications were to
Dorchester Historical Society,
be over 18, have elementary Latin and
April 2018
Greek, and a ‘bona fide intention of taking
Holy Orders in the Church of England for
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The Chancellor has backed the National Infrastructure
Commission’s concept of an Oxford to Cambridge
‘Growth Corridor’ of a million new houses, of which
300,000 would be in Oxfordshire. That would be
equivalent to six new cities the size of Oxford; or to
put it another way would more than double our present housing
stock and population by 2050.
Part of the growth scheme is a new Expressway – a Motorway
in all but name – from Oxford to Cambridge to ‘facilitate’ the
development.
At the moment this transformative change is being proposed
without any public consultation.
CPRE Oxfordshire is demanding a full statutory public consultation
followed by a Public Inquiry, at which the clear environmental
and social costs of the Growth Corridor can be weighed against
the potential economic benefits envisaged. This would also
mean the need for and routing of any Oxfordshire Expressway
would at least be decided in an open and transparent manner.
CPRE Oxfordshire is asking local residents to join its call for a
Public Inquiry by contacting local councillors, MPs and the
Secretary of State for Transport.
Find out more at www.cpreoxon.org.uk
Facebook.com/CPREOxfordshire

See also Lorraine Lindsay-Gale’s report on page 28
Speedwatch
We are pleased to say that we are in the process of training
local residents in Wallingford and Dorchester on how to use our
Parking
Speed Indication Device. They will soon be fully fledged members
26 notices were issued to illegally parked cars on Tuesday 20 of Community Speed Watch. This will mean they can use the
March. Please can we remind people to be respectful and Speed Indication Device without the need for police to be with
considerate when parking, this includes parking on double them. If you are interested in Community Speed Watch please
yellow lines and single yellow lines within the restricted time frame.
email sue.harris@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.
Purse theft
Cover It Live
On 6 April a purse theft occurred in Waitrose, Wallingford. We Our next online have your say is on 16 May at 7.00pm. We will
will leave some purse bells at the customer service desk for you be available to take any questions or concerns you have about
to collect. If you wish to have one please just ask the staff. how to protect your child online. Top Tips on how to keep an
Please remember not to leave your handbag open or unattended eye on them and keep them safe from Child Sexual Exploitation
in a shopping trolley. We will be patrolling and will approach and and Grooming. It’s easy and anonymous to talk to us simply
Mark
and
Andrew
the morning after the night before.
remind
youWilkin
to keep
your
purse Champion,
safe.
logon to http://thamesvp.coverpage.coveritlive.com/
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Livvy’s Footsteps

returned in 2018, I was able to get her to stand independently
at home, she could stand for 15-30 seconds. Within three days
of returning to Footsteps, she took a few controlled steps, by
the second week I was told we are no longer counting steps
and are now measuring in distance! These therapists are miracle
workers, 75% of children with my daughter’s condition never
walk, my daughter only walks because of the therapy that these
people have done with her. Thank you Aga, Beata, Andrea,
Bartek and all the therapists who had to listen to her crying and
shouting! Thank you thank you thank you!’

Livvy, aged 3, has the rare condition IP36 deletion syndrome,
which causes severe physical and mental disability. Recently,
Livvy’s mum, Rebecca, told us:
‘My daughter has been going to Footsteps since she was 16
months old and she has just turned three and taken her first
steps! In 2017 we came three times. She worked on transitioning
and she learnt to pull herself to stand. We came back in June
and while she didn’t present any new skills during this session,
when we got home within two weeks she was crawling up and
down the stairs and that is all down to the strength she gained
at Footsteps. In September she was able to stand for a few
seconds, this took the whole three week session and she would
only do it at Footsteps and not for me. Three weeks before we

LIvvy’s grandad said that they were at a family event at the
weekend and Livvy simply walked from one parent to the other
and then towards her three-year old cousin – completely unaware
of how amazed the whole family were! It is stories like this that
give us our name, and our motivation to do the work that we
do.

Grace Roscoe’s concert – Stepping into Song
On the 25 February, we were delighted to attend a fundraising
concert held on behalf of Footsteps Foundation which raised a
great sum and was a wonderful evening of music – all organised
by a 15 year old who lives in Dorchester – Grace Roscoe.
There were beautiful choral pieces and solo instrumental pieces
and songs, as well as rousing popular numbers from the local
Rock Choir. It means so much to Footsteps Foundation to have
the support of the local community in this way and Grace is a
talented singer, event organiser and charity fundraiser –
Thanks Grace!

Em Marshall-Luck, Founder-Director of the English Music Festival

The English Music Festival returns to Dorchester Abbey with the
English Symphony Orchestra under conductor John Andrews as
they open the 12th Festival programme with premières by English
contemporary composers Christopher Wright and Richard
Blackford, alongside a rare performance of Delius’s glorious
Double Concerto. Events for all tastes range from orchestral,
chamber and choral music through the centuries to traditional
Folk Songs and illuminating talks.

combination of audience favourites and resurrections of forgotten
masterpieces, including a performance from audience favourite,
baritone Roderick Williams.
A mini-bus transfers between venues. Refreshments and
accommodation available locally.
For further information and to see the full programme, visit:
www.englishmusicfestival.org.uk

The four-day programme includes a number of suitably Tickets are available via the website and on the door subject to
commemorative programmes to mark the centenary of the availability. Join the Festival Friends’ Scheme to enjoy benefits
ending of the First World War, a homage to composer, writer including priority booking:
and suffragette Ethel Smyth to celebrate the 100th anniversary http://www.englishmusicfestival.org.uk/friends.html
of the Representation of the People Act 1918, as well as a
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Nicola Benedetti and
Academy of Ancient Music to
play in beautiful
Dorchester Abbey
Wednesday 30 May
Following on from a successful first festival in
February, the Chiltern Arts Festival offers an
‘encore’ event featuring the star violinist, Nicola
Benedetti, playing together with Chiltern Arts
Orchestra in Residence, the Academy of Ancient
Music. Known around the world as one of the
most sought-after violinists of her generation,
Benedetti’s ability to captivate audiences with her
innate musicianship and dynamic presence has
made her one of the most influential classical
artists of today.
The concert at Dorchester Abbey on Wednesday
30 May will be the third Chiltern Arts event featuring
this leading period orchestra, and will feature
Benedetti playing on gut strings — which she has
described as having a more 'human' sound than
that offered by their modern counterparts — and
bringing to life music including Telemann's Frogs
concerto (where the violins and violas imitate a
chorus of croaking amphibians), and Vivaldi's
sizzling Il Grosso Mogul where solo and orchestral
parts mesh together in a feast of virtuosity.
Benedetti joins soloists from AAM in Telemann's
Concerto for Four Violins.
‘We’re thrilled to be returning to Dorchester for a second concert
this year,’ says Naomi Taylor, Chiltern Arts Founder and Creative
Director, ‘and absolutely delighted to be welcoming back AAM,
our orchestra in residence, alongside Nicola Benedetti with this
gorgeous programme.’
Wednesday 30 May, 8.00pm
Tickets: Box office: 01442 920303
Online: https://chilternarts.com/event/nicola-benedetti-aam
-dorchester-abbey/

Singing for Syrians
Saturday 19 May
Singing for Syrians, a positive and upbeat campaign run by
the Hands Up Foundation (www.handsupfoundation.org) to
get as many people in the UK raising their voices to raise
funds for aid to Syria, is holding its second Come and Sing of
2018 in Dorchester Abbey on Saturday 19 May 2018.
If you’re local, you love to sing, you’re happy to watch Harry
and Meghan’s wedding on playback (or better still avoid World
Cup fever), and you want to do something positive to help the
people of Syria, then please come and join us!
We are thrilled to have David Wordsworth of London’s Addison
Singers conducting us, and under his expert guidance we will
be singing Mozart’s ever-popular Requiem.
Please follow this link for more details and to reserve your
place: https://billetto.co.uk/e/come-and-sing-mozart-s-requiem
-tickets-256407
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St Mary’s Dental Practice

T.W Hayden
Heating Services

Dr Ash Ratti (BDS Hons) Kings College London

Tel: 01865340720
Mobile: 07813904055
E-mail: Twhayden@tiscali.co.uk

21a St Mary’s Street
Wallingford Oxon OX10 0EW
Tel 01491 825252

www.stmarysdental.co.uk

We are a family orientated Practice located in the centre of
Wallingford providing care and consideration from all
members of my team to help provide you with all aspects of
your dental requirements.

All plumbing and heating works undertaken.
Free estimates.
15 Fane Drive, Berinsfield,
Wallingford, Oxford, OX10 7NB

For further information, or make an appointment, please
call my Receptionist on 01491 825252

Bell Motors
Behind H Cafe at the Berinsfield roundabout
MOT’s while you wait
£15 discount on MOT’s when you quote this advert

On site MOT bay and Workshops.
All makes and models catered for
Need a service give us a call.
Electronic diagnostics:~ engine management, ABS, air bags all
undertaken.
Need a SERVICE. (10 % discount when you quote this advert)
We supply and fit exhausts, brakes, batteries
We will carry out any MOT work required. (tyres and air con
please call for quote)
Free collection of your vehicle,
or we will take you home and collect you upon completion.
We will come out for breakdowns/recovery as needed.
Welding, you break it we will try and repair it, and not just your
car!!
Garden machinery not starting we may be able to help?
All credit and debit cards welcome.

MOT`s 01865 341039
WORKSHOP 01865 341155
MOBILE 07931970392
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From your MP…
...John Howell

Along with all MPs I regularly receive campaign emails originated
from various organisations to which supporters of the particular
cause sign up and send a template email to their MP. Many of
these templates are well-constructed and the emails can be
helpful in giving an indication of the level of support for a particular
campaign. What is too often missing with this campaign approach
are the personal stories that so often give such meaning to the
issues that people raise.

villages in the constituency and talking to those I meet on
whatever issue they like to bring up. It is not a fixed programme
as it is worked around where I need to be for meetings. If you
see me out and about and have something you want to discuss
do please stop me and have a chat. Face to face conversations
are always so much more productive than the short exchanges
possible on social media.
There are other ways in which I try to keep in touch with
constituents too. I produce a periodic electronic newsletter
and briefings on specific issues as well as writing in these
parish magazines. If you would like to subscribe to my electronic
briefings please email me at
john.howell@oxfordshireconservatives.com. I also use
Facebook to share some snippets of information
(www.facebook.com/JohnHowellOxfordshire) and use twitter
too. (@JHowellUK )

One recent campaign has been from perhaps a relatively small
group on treatment for Cystic Fibrosis. In particular I have been
contacted by parents of children suffering from the condition
desperate to get access to a drug which they believe could
literally be life-saving for their children. The drug is Orkambi
which only has limited availability in the UK but which campaigners
believe there is evidence to support wider use. In order to get a
better understanding I have visited families in the constituency
living with the condition; visits which have been enormously
helpful to me in sharing evidence in Parliament.

If you would like to share your thoughts on an issue with me
you can email me at howelljm@parliament.uk or write to me at
the House of Commons.

On the other side of the story there are some campaigns that
get off the ground on the basis of fake or ill-informed news.
One recent one is on the provision of school meals where
some wrongly claim that there has been a huge cut in this. This
is not so and it is good news that public ‘fact checks’ are setting
the record straight. For example the Channel 4 fact check
questions the claim and sets out the actual detail. It is all part of
the changes to the Benefits System and I am pleased that it will
enable some 50,000 more children to get free school meals
compared with the former benefits plan. I am also pleased that
nobody currently receiving free school meals will lose their
entitlement.

If you would like to know more about my work in Westminster,
on behalf of the Government and the Constituency please do
look at my website which is regularly updated. The address is
www.johnhowellmp.com. Further details of the work of Parliament is available on the parliament website at
www.parliament.uk. As always, I am interested to hear constituent’s views on the proposals before the House.

Checking the facts is always important and, of course, we will
never get away from different interpretations of the same
information. Whenever I am contacted by a constituent on a
situation I always try to find out more before simply firing off a
letter or whatever first action might be called for. It is important
to hear all sides of the story and get an understanding of
situations. Often when you talk to different people about the
same issue the different ‘angles’ you get helps to provide a
rounded picture - which I appreciate. This is something that I
am finding particularly valuable in my ‘conversations in the
street’. This is a programme of just walking around different
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Below and opposite are edited extracts from Lorraine’s Annual Report.
The full report can be seen at www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk
On 4 May 2017 I was re-elected as your County Councillor. I
am really pleased to be able to represent you once again,
and would like to thank everyone who supported me.
Whether you voted for me or not I will continue to work hard for
everyone in my Division which covers Dorchester, and extends from
Shillingford to Sandford-on-Thames.
The Conservative Party retained control of the Council by joining
into an Alliance with two Independent members, and I was re-appointed
to the Cabinet. I continue to drive our Asset Management and Property
Portfolio, our Cultural & Community Services, and in addition I have
taken over the County Council’s Transformation Programme, known
as Fit for the Future.
Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF)
On 21 March the Government announced 44 bids which
have made it through to stage 2 of its HIF to fund major
infrastructure projects. Two of the three HIF bids submitted by OCC last autumn on behalf of Oxfordshire made it
through and will now progress to a co-development stage:
Didcot Garden Town – £171m is sought for transport improvements
including a Didcot Science Bridge and A4130 dual carriageway, a
new river crossing at Culham and Clifton Hampden Bypass. This
would support the delivery of over 22,000 homes in Didcot, Culham,
Harwell and Berinsfield. Additionally, up to £70m of cycle and other
sustainable transport improvements are proposed for inclusion in
the bid plan.
West Oxfordshire Garden Village – £135m is sought for further
upgrades to the A40. This would support the delivery of over 10,000
homes in Witney & Carterton, and around Eynsham.
Detailed business plans will now be developed for the £300 million
of transport infrastructure investment behind these two bids

Council set a budget from a resilient position
OCC set a new budget from a resilient position having
made difficult choices in previous years to manage a
combination of squeezed budgets and the fact that more
people need council services – especially in children’s social care and
adult social care. At the same time the council has been involving
communities in services for their locality – ranging from support for
older people and those with learning disabilities to library volunteers.
The net result is that the council’s finances are in a resilient position
looking ahead to the 2018/19 financial year and planning for years
up to 2022. Although proposed budget changes are not as extensive
as in many previous years, like any organisation the council still has
rising financial pressures that need to be matched by new savings so
that a balanced budget can be proposed.
OCC agreed its budget at a Full Council meeting on 13 February.
Council Tax will rise by 5.99%, the maximum amount allowed without a referendum. County Councillors will have a £15k fund for each
of the next 2 years to support parish councils and community groups
with small local projects. The criteria includes small highways projects
which will be welcome news to many communities.

Quarry application at Clifton Hampden rejected
After years campaigning by local residents, the
application for a huge quarry at Fullamoor Farm
between Clifton Hampden and Culham was rejected by the County
Council’s Planning and Regulation Committee on November 27. The
main reason was the unacceptable impact upon traffic and congestion in
the area, particularly at peak times. An attempt to save the application
by agreeing to prohibit lorry movements at peak times failed to
satisfy the Councillors as did the arguments that the quarry would
not impair the construction of the North-South road from Didcot,
the new river crossing and the Clifton Hampden bypass all of which
now look as if they could be in place by 2025.

Oxford-Cambridge Expressway
In December the National Infrastructure Commission (NIC) published its report on the Oxford-Cambridge development arc. For
the residents of South Oxfordshire and particularly this Division facing the potential of an expressway cutting a ten mile swathe
through our countryside, there were encouraging signs in that the Commission recommended that a more logical route would be to follow
existing rail and road routes (to the West and North of Oxford). But the Commission declined to be specific which is frustrating, and their
recommendations are only advisory. It will be up to Highways England to make the final decision by Summer 2018. They were proposing to
do this without a period for public consultation which I and many others found totally unacceptable.
On 12 December an overwhelming majority of County Councillors voted to support a motion calling on the Leader Ian Hudspeth to write to
Highways England, NIC, the Transport Minister Chris Grayling etc. asking on behalf of the County Council for an Independent Inquiry before
any decision is taken on the preferred corridor for the Expressway. The timetable for the project only includes an Inquiry afterwards, when
the choice between North/West, Central or South of Oxford has been taken. It was encouraging to get such widespread support from right
across the county. Sadly since then we have heard back from Highways England who declined to establish a Public Inquiry. They are however,
engaging with County Councillors and gave a briefing on 27 March at which they showed their latest thinking on the three possible corridors.
A cross party Cabinet Advisory Group has been set up at OCC to monitor and comment on the progress of the project. The County Council’s
official position is neutral, that of a stakeholder/consultee.
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Parish Council

Parish Council Notices

Extracts from Lorraine Lindsay-Gale’s Annual Report continued.
The full report can be seen at
www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk

Neighbourhood Development Plan Referendum

The Referendum took place on Thursday 15 March. The
Electorate was 813 and the turnout of 416 was 51.16%; The
number voting in favour was 398 (95.9%) and against 17
(4.1%) and so the NDP has been approved. SODC will now
use the Neighbourhood Plan to help it to decide planning
applications within the neighbourhood area.

Household waste recycling centre update
After a period of consultation and assessment OCC has
signed a new Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC)
contract that secures all seven sites in the medium term,
with no change to the sites opening hours or days. Banners and
leaflets are now on site at all seven HWRCs, informing local residents
that there will be a change in non-household waste charges from
the 1 October. The existing DIY 1,2,3 for free scheme is being
replaced by a small fixed fee per item of £1.50 for non-household
waste.

Annual Parish Meeting 2018
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in the Village Hall at
7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 9 May. This meeting is open to all
residents and will include the Chairman’s Annual Report
together with the presentation of the Council’s Draft Accounts
for the year ended 31 March 2018.
The Agenda will be posted on Village Noticeboards on
Wednesday 2 May. Business will include reports from our
County and District Councillors; PAGE; proposals for Village
Hall development and the latest news from the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway Action Group. The meeting will include an
opportunity for residents to raise any other business.

Minerals and waste core strategy
In July the County Council’s new Minerals and Waste
Core Strategy received support from the Government’s
Planning Inspectorate. Following approval by Cabinet on 18 July it
went to Full Council in September and was ratified. This was disappointing news for this area, since the new strategy contains key
changes that may impact our ability to defend our countryside
against large-scale gravel extraction in the future.

Monthly Meeting - May
The May meeting will take place on 9 May immediately after
the Annual Parish Meeting has concluded. The Agenda will be
posted on Village Noticeboards and on the Parish Council
section of the Village website
– www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk - three clear days in advance of the meeting.

Crucially, there is now a presumption that 75% of extraction will
take place in the south of the county. And the Local Aggregate
Assessment, has been set at 1.015 million tonnes to be extracted
per annum. This is believed to be far in excess of what is actually
required, thus opening the door to the unnecessary development
of new extraction sites.

Annual Fireworks Display 2018
The date is confirmed as Saturday 3 November. Anyone who
would like to volunteer their services to assist in any way with
the organisation of this event should contact the Parish Clerk
– please see below.

Part 2 of the Plan is now underway, and the call has gone out to
the industry for site nominations. This area, particularly Berinsfield,
Shillingford, Dorchester, Warborough, Stadhampton, Drayton St
Leonard, Culham and Nuneham Courtenay are all listed as potential
quarry sites. There has been a big response with many previous
nominations being re-confirmed and a few additional sites being
put forward. Consultation on the different options will be undertaken in June/July 2018. The stellar work done by Parishes Against
Gravel Extraction has kept this area protected for the last 10 years.
But sadly, they are needed again now, as much as they ever were.

Contacting the Parish Council
The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The Pigeons (next to
The Fleur de Lys), 5-7 High Street, Dorchester-on-Thames
OX10 7HH . Telephone (during normal office hours, please,
unless an emergency) 07745 311439. Texts are always welcome.
e –mail: parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
Cllr Chris Hill, Chairman of the Council, can be contacted via
chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk More information about
the Village is available at
www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk

OCC steps up pothole work
Repeated cycles of ice, thaws and snow have created
the worst possible weather conditions for roads over
the last few months leading to a rise in reports on Fix My Street
from 3,000 pre-Christmas to 7,000 during January. OCC has drafted in
more staff to carry out inspections and contractors Skanska are
sending out more teams to carry out repairs. An additional DragonPatcher is now in action on the road network travelling round on
an ‘inspect and fix’ basis on the rural network. There is also good
news in the form of almost £1m in extra funding from the Department
for Transport in recognition of damage done to the roads by bad
weather. This money will be spent on road patching later this year
as that will give longer lasting benefits and better value for money.
Defects that make roads hazardous will be dealt with within 24
hours as usual.
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Solution to Dorchester News
Crossword No. 3 Compiled by Slider

There will be a new crossword
next month.

FOR A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN
Choose from our wide range of quality garden services: design and
construction, plants and maintenance. We tailor-make our service for you.
For a free, no-obligation visit and written estimate from RHS qualified staff,
call 01865 891634,
or email info@brannfordsgardens.co.uk
Full details at www.brannfordsgardens.co.uk
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Corn Exchange Drama Festival - 10 to 15 June. Every night
at 7.30pm This is the last of the local drama festivals and
features companies from all over the county and beyond.
28 to 30 June 2018 Sinodun Players present The Odyssey
by Ginny Avery - (The Encore Youth Group)

Cinema: All regular performances normally start at 7.30pm

17 to 20 October 2018 Sinodun Players present A Murder
is Announced by Agatha Christie.

unless stated otherwise.
Tickets £8 for adults, £5 for under 15 unless otherwise stated.
May
Tues 1
Midnight Sunday (12A)
Wed 2
Midnight Sunday (12A)
Thurs 3 Royal Opera House Ballet Manon 7.15pm
Tickets £15 adults £10 Senior Citizens
Sat 5
The Greatest Showman Sing-along Matinee
2.30pm
Sat 5
Sun 6
Mon 7
Tues 8
Wed 9

Tickets and further information, including additions to
cinema programme included after going to press are available from www.cornexchange.org.uk or box office 01491
825000.

Wallingford Art Club
May brings the Annual Summer Exhibition for Wallingford Art
Club. This will be on the 12 and 13 May. 10.00am to
5.00pm Saturday and 10.00 to 4.00pm Sunday. We shall be
exhibiting paintings in a wide variety of mediums and subjects
to suit everyone’s taste together with various crafts. Teas in
aid of Sue Ryder. Come and enjoy yourselves. Look out for
posters around town with more details.

Three Billboards Outside Ebbing Missouri (15)
Isle of Dogs (PG)
Isle of Dogs (PG)
The Square (15
Skid Row Marathon (U)

Our non tutored painting evenings continue on the 1, 8, 22
and 29 May. Free to members and a small fee to nonmembers. Bring your materials and join us.

Thurs 10 NT Live: Macbeth (15) 7.00pm
Tickets £15 adults, £10 under 18s
Fri 11
Wonderstruck (PG)
Sat 12
Wonderstruck (PG)
Sun 27 The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society (12A)
Mon 28

The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society (12A)

Tues 29

The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society (12A)
2.30pm
An American in Paris - The Musical. Recorded live
at the Dominion Theatre, West End. Tickets £12
That Good Night (12A)

Tues 29
Wed 30

On the 15 May we have our monthly demonstration and this
month we welcome Melanie Cambridge. The subject is
‘Seascape in Gouache’ and sounds an interesting evening to
look forward to. This and the painting evenings are all held at
Centre 70 and run from 7.30 to 9.30pm.
A small fee of £3 for non members who will be most welcome.
Further information on any of the above from 01491 681400 or
www.wallingfordartclub.org.uk
All events are held at Centre 70. Kinecroft. Goldsmith Lane,
Wallingford, and further information can be obtained from
01491 681400 or www.wallingfordartclub.org.uk

Thurs 31 That Good Night (12A)
LIVE
Fri 4: Croft & Pearce Are Not Themselves. Hannah Croft and
Fiona Pearce return for an evening of sketch comedy
All tickets £12
Wed 23 to Sat 26: Rosencrantz & Guildenstein are Dead
7.45pm. Sinodun Players’ production of Tom Stoppard’s play
All tickets £10

Fishmonger
The travelling fishmonger comes to Dorchester every
Tuesday and will stop between 9.30am and 9.50am (9.40am
in winter months when weather bad, but 9.30am in summer
months) in High Street near War Memorial.

COMING SOON
June 2nd Open Day 10am to 4pm
So you always wanted to know about the Corn Exchange
but were always afraid to ask! Here's your chance to look
behind the scenes, talk to people who volunteer, perhaps
volunteer yourselves! The theatre will be open from 10.00am
to 4.00pm and there will be people scattered about the
building ready to tell you what goes on and how it works.
We'll show you the new renovations and let you see some of
the heritage now exposed. You can see how our plays are
produced and much more. There will be some interactive
workshops which you can join in with or perhaps just watch.
Come and see this fabulous theatre and enjoy a cup of
coffee, cake and ice cream. No booking required, just turn
up. Its free entry of course!

BCP level 3 certified teacher specialising in back & joint care,
sports rehab, pre & post natal and
Parkinsons Disease
Beginners and Mixed Ability Classes in Benson
and Dorchester On Thames
121 sessions available for personalised
programmes
To book contact Claire on 07801 298 978
www.millstreampilates.co.uk

claire@millstreampilates.co.uk
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What’s on in Wallingford

A Night at the Museum
Wallingford Museum will have a special one-off
evening opening at half price (Adults £2.50,
children free as usual), on Friday 18 May
(6.00pm to 9.00pm) offering a chance to see our current
exhibitions and also take a look 'behind the scenes' at a time
when we are usually closed. You can also find out more
about how the museum is run and what opportunities there
are to join the team of volunteers!
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

Archaeology at Winterbrook,
Wallingford

Stu Darby
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

Carl Champness of Oxford Archaeology will talk
about the 'Excavations of a multi-period site with
Prehistoric and Early Saxon settlement in Winterbrook, Wallingford’.

Wallingford Guided Town
Walks
Guided Historic Town Walks have recommenced on Saturday mornings, starting from
the Town Hall at 11.00am. Walks last 1 to 2 hours and cost
£5 per head, money which will be donated to support
Wallingford Museum.

The talk will discuss the preliminary results and finds from
excavations undertaken over summer 2017 at Winterbrook,
undertaken as part of a proposed 2ha housing development
that produced a series of settlement enclosures, round houses
and burial remains. An unexpected discovery of ten burials
were also made during the excavation, along the length of a
boundary ditch, which shared a similar alignment to a Bronze
Age / early Iron Age enclosure.

These are general walks covering the rich history of Wallingford,
but also touching on the links with Agatha Christie and
'Midsomer Murders'. They will appeal to residents and visitors
alike.

The settlement appears to form part of a much larger prehistoric
settlement that continued to the west for some distance and
headed towards Slade End Farm. Iron Age activity was previously
considered sparse within Wallingford, until the results of this,
and the nearby excavation at Slade End Farm becomes more
widely known.

If you’d like to organise a Town Walk like this for your group/
society/school at a different time, then please contact Philip
Burton on 01491 836200 or pburton6@talktalk.net

Philip Burton

Wallingford U3A

Carl Champness joined Oxford Archaeology in 2004. He has
worked on many large infrastructure projects, including High
Speed 1, M25, Crossrail and Thameslink.

At our April meeting the inimitable Ken Fitt sang, played and
talked us through the life and music of Nat King Cole. As ever
it was a tour de force. Unforgettable. Thanks, Ken.

Wednesday 9 May, 7.45 for 8.00pm, at St Mary’s Church,
Wallingford. Visitors (£4) are most welcome.
www.twhas.org.uk

Wed May 2. Our speaker will be Christopher Baines. ‘Paul
Nash and the Wittenham Clumps’.

Katharine Keats-Rohan

Wallingford Garden Club

Our meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month
at 2.00pm at Crowmarsh Village Hall. Visitors are always
made welcome for the talk, then tea and a chat afterwards.

Wallingford Garden Club will be holding its annual Bill Baker
Memorial Lecture on Thursday 10 May at 7:30pm, when
Geoff Hawkins has been invited to talk on ‘Shrubs, The
Backbone of you Garden’. This will give you ideas for which
shrubs you can use in your garden, to give structure, shape
and texture as well as colour through flowers, stems and
foliage throughout the year.

Outings: May 16: Isabella Plantation at Richmond Park, and
Osterley House. (£22)
June 15: Boat Trip from Runneymede to Windsor
and back to Maidenhead.
Prices include coach to and from Wallingford.

Geoff’s expertise has been requested for a number of radio
stations, as well as for lectures to a wide range of audiences.

Local Churches of Interest: South Stoke Church on Thursday
10th May. Guided Visit , then Pub Lunch or snack. For details
phone Hermione on 01865 858 024

The May meeting venue is as usual at The Ridgeway Community
Centre, Wood Street, Wallingford, OX10 0EW.

We are a small U3A, but have another nine Interest Groups.
Come and join us!

Visitors are most welcome for whom the admission is just
£3.00.

For information and photos, please visit our website:
u3asites.org.uk/wallingford

The Wallingford Garden Plant sale will be in the Market
Place 9:00am-12:00pm on Saturday 12 May so come and
stock up on plants and vegetables ready for your gardens.

If you would rather speak to someone then please phone Jill
on 01491 835994, or Hermione on 01865 858024

Aleck Harrison
07734 889717
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Sun
27 May
Fri
4 May

May Dancing
1.30pm
St Birinus School

Sat
5 May

Wedding
2.00pm
Dorchester Abbey

Sun
6 May

10.30am
Sung Eucharist

Oxfordshire Cricket Association
Division 3
Dorchester v Kilkenny

Fri
18 May

Easter 6
8.00am
Holy Communion (1662)
(Revd David Haylett)

DADS
Caught in Court
7.45pm
Village Hall

Sat
19 May

Oxfordshire Art Weeks
Dorchester Artists Exhibition
Abbey Guest House
10.00am to 5.00pm
until 27 May (times vary)

10.30am
Morning Service
Mon
7 May

Dorchester May Morning
8.30am
Dorchester Abbey

Tues
8 May

10.15am
Short Communion

Wed
9 May

Annual Parish Meeting
7.30pm
Village Hall
followed by
Parish Council
Monthly Meeting
Village Hall

Sun
13 May

Wed
16 May

Chiropodist
Village Hall (see p4)
DADS
Caught in Court
7.45pm
Village Hall

Thurs
17 May

Singing for Syrians
11.00am
Concert
6.00pm

Classic Car Show,
1.00-4.00pm
George Hotel
DADS
Caught in Court
7.45pm
Village Hall

Annual Parish Meeting
7.30pm Wednesday 9 May
Village Hall

English Music Festival
5.00pm
Village Hall
7.00pm
Dorchester Abbey
9.30pm
Dorchester Abbey
Mon
28 May

English Music Festival
2.15pm
Dorchester Abbey
5.00pm
Village Hall
7.00pm
Dorchester Abbey

Wed
30 May

Chiltern Arts Festival
Nicola Benedetti and Academy
of Ancient Music
8.00pm
Dorchester Abbey

DADS
Caught in Court
7.45pm
Village Hall
Sun
20 May

Sunday after Ascension
8.00 am
Holy Communion (1662)
(Revd Marcus Braybrooke)
10.30am
Sung Eucharist and Baptism

Trinity
8.00am
Holy Communion (1662)
(Revd Jon Roberts)

Pentecost
8.00 am
Holy Communion (1662)
(Canon Sue Booys)

Tuesday

Coffee in the Abbey
10.30am-12noon
Bellringing Practice
7.30pm Abbey
Fishmonger
9.30am to 9.50am by War
Memorial (p.31)

Wednesday

Holy Communion at
Berinsfield Church
9.30am
Keep Fit Senior Circuits
10.00am
Village Hall

Thursday

Baby & Toddler Group
9.30am – 11.00am
Village Hall: (term time only)

Friday

Choir Practice
7.00pm Abbey

10.30am
Family Communion
5.00pm
Evensong
Mon
21 May

Service at The Close
2.30pm

Wed
23 May

DoT Historical Society

Robert Kidner
Farm Boys, Clowns and Gypsies
7.30pm
Village Hall

Fri
25 May

Sat
26 May

English Music Festival
4.45pm
Village Hall
7.30pm
Dorchester Abbey
Oxfordshire Cricket Association
Div 6
Dorchester ll v Chalgrove
English Music Festival
10.45am
Dorchester Abbey
5.00pm
Village Hall
7.00pm
Dorchester Abbey
9.30pm
Dorchester Abbey

Regular events also appear in the Parish
Council’s website:
www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk

Parish Registers
Funerals
27 March Nicola Fisher
Church services in the Abbey appear in red.
More details can be found at :

www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk
For details of services at St Birinus RC Church
go to: www.stbirinus.co.uk
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Contacting the police
To report a non-emergency crime, or to give
information to Thames Valley Police, call 101.
Alternatively, call Crimestoppers anonymously on
0800 555111. In the event of an emergency dial
999.

Health Services

Direct Line to Urgent
Local Health Services
Dial 111 to access urgent local NHS health care
services. Where possible, they will book you an
appointment or transfer you to the people you need to
speak to or send an ambulance if they think you need
one. For non-urgent health needs you should contact
your GP in the usual way.
Minor Injuries
The Minor Injuries Unit at Abingdon Hospital,
Marcham Road, daily from 10.00 am to 10.30 pm:
01865 903476.
A&E
The nearest A&E units are at the John Radcliffe
Hospital in Oxford (01865 741166) and the Royal
Berkshire in Reading (01183 225111)
Surgeries
Berinsfield Health Centre: 01865 340558
Clifton Hampden: 01865 407888
Millstream Benson: 01491 838286

Room Hire

Abbey Guest House Bookings
To hire the Abbey Guest House for private functions,
meetings, exhibitions, etc, contact Kate Herbert on
01865 343164.

Useful Information
Animal Welfare

RSPCA (wildlife): 0300 123 0206
St Tiggywinkles animal rescue: 01844 292292
Swan Lifeline: 01753 859397

Transport

Dorchester Flyer
The Dorchester Flyer runs every Friday from
Dorchester to Wallingford at 10.15am and
12.00noon, returning at 11.40am and 1.00pm.
Tickets must be bought from Lily’s in advance.
Other Bus Services
Information about bus services, both local and
national, is available from www.traveline.info,
and 0871 200 2233.
Oxfordshire Travel Advice Line
Free journey planning and advice for people
over 65 and those needing a high level of
support whilst travelling. 01865 323738

Age UK

The UK’s largest charity working with older
people For help and advice etc. go to
www.ageuk.org.uk

The Mobile Post office stops outside the Co-op
every Wednesday between 10.30 and 11.30
am

Faults and Complaints

The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The
Pigeons (next to The Fleur de Lys), High
Street, Dorchester on Thames OX10 7HH;
07745 311439 (during normal office hours,
please, unless an emergency);
parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk.

highways and footpaths
Ring Oxfordshire Highways on 0845 3101111,
available five days a week, with a 24-hour answering
facility. Complaints can also be sent via e-mail to
southernarea@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
Blocked Drains
Ring Thames Water for blocked drains on 0800 316
9800. Callers will be asked for the postcode of the
address where the drains are blocked.
Refuse collection
If your rubbish is not collected on the due date contact
the contractor direct. Call 03000 610610 and the
website: www.morerecyling.co.uk

Berinsfield Library

Green Furlong, Berinsfield 01865 340771
Free Internet access. DVDs can be ordered.
Opening hours
Mon - closed
Tues, Wed, Fri 10.00am –12.30pm
Tues 2.00–7.00pm
Weds, Thurs 2.00–5.30pm
Fri 2.00–5.00pm
Sat 10.00am – 12.30pm

Fri 4 May
Sat 12 May
Fri 18 May
Fri 25 May

Black
Green
Black
Green

Green* = extra garden waste for
green bin users.

Weekdays from 7.00am
Saturdays from 6.00am
Weekly: food waste (in biodegradable starch-based bag or
wrapped in newspaper, in green
caddy).
The recycling centre at Oakley
Wood (off the A4130) is
open.8.00am – 5.00pm seven
days a week.

Wallingford Volunteer Centre
WVC Volunteers provide help for the elderly,
disabled or vulnerable, especially by giving lifts
to medical appointments at hospitals in Oxford,
Abingdon and Reading. You need to register
as a client. Contact the Centre for more
information. 01491 836345
www.wallingford.volunteercentre@gmail.com

Hire of Dorchester Village Hall
To hire our Village Hall, contact Tracey Francis;
bookings@dorchesteronthamesvillagehall.org.uk
or telephone 01865 340352.
Please telephone at least 24 hours in advance to
arrange collection of the key.

Street lighting
Report any problems with a street light to 0800
317802, available 24 hours a day. Callers will be
asked for the address of the site and the nature of the
fault.

Refuse Collections

Mobile Post Office

Contacting the Parish Council

Useful Contacts

Anglican Priest
Dorchester Rectory
Revd. Canon Sue Booys
01865 340007

Education Officer
Margaret Craig
01865 343164
education@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
Abbey E-mail:
admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
Contact details for Church Wardens and other
Abbey information are on the notice board in
the Abbey.
Abbey Website
www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk
Village Website
www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk
Roman Catholic Priest
The Presbytery
Fr. John Osman
Bridge End
01865 340417
www.stbirinus.co.uk

Index of advertisers Page
Acupuncture Barn
AKT Planning
Altom tree care
Anderson Orr
Arbocare
Beauty Essentials
Bell Motors
Ben Smith Carpentry
Berinsfield Community
Business
Brannfords
Bristow
Bryan's Locks
Busy Baskets
Dorchester Fireplaces
Dorchester Window cleaning
Fixit Driving School
Four Winds
Full Circle
George Inn
Graceful Gardens
Howard Chadwick Funerals
In House
JEM chimney sweep
Jemini
Jenks
Larkmead Vets
LB Plumbing
Martin Drew Logs
Massage Matters
Millstream Pilates
Q Self storage
Remloc Plumbers
Revival
Roy Passey Builders
St Mary's Dental
Steve Wilkinson
T W Hayden
The Springs
Verity Hickman
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White Hart
Winterbrook Nursing Home
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Dorchester Abbey Museum E-mail
museum@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
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