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Dorchester News 
May 2017 
A DoT view 

May is going to be one of those months where you will 

not need to leave the village in search of interest and 

entertainment. 
  
Up until the 7 May, The Dorchester Festival will be in full 

swing, with a host of events that will include something 

for everybody.  There will be shows and entertainment 

for adults and children, specialist sessions for those 

interested in pub games or in cookingð and there will 

be some  brilliant cookery demonstrations on 6 and 7 

May from national and local cooks.  If you have not yet 

checked this out and got your tickets, go to 

www.dorchesterfestival.com straight away. 
 

The Festival will overlap with the Oxfordshire Art Weeks, 

in which Dorchester is represented by Emma Louise 

Corry and Sophia Stewart-Liberty, both in the High Street.   
 

Later in the month the English Music Festival returns 

once again to Dorchester, giving us an opportunity to 

hear some marvellous works by English composers  

including Vaughan Williams, Holst, Delius, Tallis and 

many more.  This is something that I look forward to 

every year, hoping to hear something that is new to me, 

and am never disappointed.   

http://englishmusicfestival.org.uk for the full programme. 
 

After that I shall need a long rest before June hits us 

with yet more. 
  Ian Brace 

Editorial Team 

Ian Brace, Steph Cook 

Distribution Co-ordinator 

Maurice  Day 

Copy Deadlines for  
Dorchester News 

 Advert Deadlines for  
Dorchester News 
One week before copy deadline. 
Items in electronic form may be 
sent via e-mail attachment to 
e-mail address at foot of page. 
 

For newsletter for other  
churches in the Team send to  
admin@dorchester-
abbey.org.uk by the 9th of the 
preceding month. 
 

Advertising in Dorchester News 
There are ten issues per year 
with double issues in July/
August and in Dec/Jan.  For an 
eighth of a page the cost is 
Ã11.75 mono, Ã12.75 colour; 
for a quarter page Ã23.50 
mono, Ã25.50 colour; for a half 
page Ã35.25 mono, Ã38.50 
colour and full page Ã47.00 
mono, Ã51.00 colour. 
 

All charges are put towards the 
cost of the paper, printing and 
postage of copies being sent 
outside the village.  
 

To incorporate a logo or art-
work, please supply a copy, 
preferably via e-mail: to ad-
dress at foot of page or contact 
the editor.  
 

One-time adverts, please send 
a cheque, payable to óDorchester 
Abbey PCCô, to  
Nick Forman,  
Willoughby House,  
73 High Street,  
Dorchester-on-Thames,  
OX10 7HN.  
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Deadline for  
June 

Dorchester 

News  

June 

deadline 

 Friday 

12 May 

ŘƻǊŎƘŜǎǘŜǊƴŜǿǎϪŘƻǊŎƘŜǎǘŜǊƻƴǘƘŀƳŜǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

June edition 12 May 

July/Aug edition  9 June 

Sept. edition 11 Aug 
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I wonder what you love 

about the month of May 

ï itôs a month full of ancient traditions 

especially around the beginning of the 

month. In pre- Christian times flowers, 

dancing and celebration were all im-

portant. So at this time of year we feel a 

real association with our Anglo Saxon 

ancestors as we celebrate the warming of 

the seasons and the richness promised in 

field and garden which we celebrate with 

flower shows and festivals, school and 

village fetes and plant shows ï and of 

course, Barbeques!  
 

A May Day tradition that has gone out of 

fashion was to leave a May Basket ï a 

secret gift of sweet things anonymously 

on someoneôs doorstep. A kind of reversal 

of ótrick or treatô, I suppose, but one that 

has gone out of fashion! In parts of the 

Church St. Mary the mother of Jesus is 

remembered on May Day ï and more 

recently Joseph as well! Unless we have 

a later Easter two other important Christian 

festivals often fall in May Ascension Day 

and Pentecost or Whitsun! 
 

Many of our local schools continue the 

tradition of May Dancing and still teach 

the skills of dancing around a Maypole 

and the steps required for English country 

dances (more often known today as 

óBarnô dances and Ceildhs). However the 

beginning of May is not all good news in 

places of education as it brings with it the 

season of examination as well as celebration 

ï though there were not nearly so many 

of them, exams have been held in May 

and June for centuries in our country (and 

elsewhere in western Europe) in order for 

them to be out of the way before Harvest 

when the young men who took them often 

needed to return home to help. 
 

So many of the things we celebrate 

throughout the year are given to us by the 

seasons and the traditions associated with 

them. Though I guess that our ancestors 

would not always recognise the things we 

do thinking that we are re-enacting the 

past!! Thatôs good!! Tradition is a living 

breathing thing that happens when people 

take the things they value and interpret 

them for their own time and in their own 

way. Sometimes that ogre óthe Churchô is 

accused of ótaking overô ancient traditions 

and making 

them óreligiousô 

when really they are ójustô ancient. Then, 

of course, thereôs the question of Easter 

Eggs and bunnies and how that has 

grown out of the Christian teaching about 

Easter which, in turn, overlays earlier and 

more ancient origins. 
 

Amongst any group of people there will 

be those who continually reinterpret the 

past ï in order to value tradition and 

make it real in their own time and culture. 

This happens in families, in villages and 

local communities ï as well as across the 

world. Perhaps it doesnôt matter ówho 

started what?ô or even ówhose tradition is 

the most authenticô ï more important I 

suspect is the fact that we value our past 

enough to want to make it part of our present. 

That we value one another enough to 

share whatôs important to us and that we 

value what we believe enough to be confident 

about our own beliefs without feeling they 

have to be imposed ï because sharing is 

enough. Maybe that tradition of secret 

generosity exemplified by the óMay Basketô 

could do with a revival! 

Talking Point                       Canon Sue Booys 

The Creation and Narnia 
Wed 17 May 7.30pm  
Dorchester Abbey 

The Creation and Narnia, C.S. Lewis on God, humanity and the 

animal world.  A talk by Revd Prof Alister McGrath, Andreos 

Idreos Professor of Science and Religion, Oxford University. 

Free admission. All welcome. 

Festival Service  
7 May 

I am looking forward to welcoming Mike Wooldridge OBE to 

speak at the Festival Service on Sunday 7 May.  
 

Mike Wooldridge is one of those names that órings a bellô!  
 

Thatôs because he has been a world affairs correspondent for 

the BBC since 2001 having joined the Corporation in 1970. 

Amongst other major world events he covered the 1972 United 

Nations General Assembly and General Franco's death, the 

earthquake in Tabas, Iran, and the Bali nightclub bombing. 

Mike has spent lengthy periods in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 

travelled to Guantanamo Bay with the United States military 

and been the BBC's correspondent in both East Africa and 

South Africa. At the end of 1990 he became religious affairs 

correspondent reporting on the influence of religion in modern 

society, in particular exploring religion and conflict. 
 

Do come and hear what Mike has to say about a fascinating 

career! 

EMF Service  
28 May 

Many people will know that the English Music Festival (now in 

its 11th year) brings a feast of music by English composers to 

the Abbey every Spring Bank Holiday weekend. This year a 

special Festival Eucharist will be sung by the Dorchester Abbey 

Choir with EMF visiting singers. We are looking forward to 

this innovation and hope that you will join EMF supporters 

and the Abbey congregation for this very special service. 

Evensong times 
Following the recent experiment during which we brought the 

time of Evensong forward to 5.00pm during the winter 

months the PCC invited feedback from the choir, bell-ringers, 

sides-people and members of the congregation. At its meeting 

on April 4 the Council agreed that the 5pm start time was 

appropriate in the winter months. It was also agreed that 

there should be a further trial period  throughout the summer 

months continuing the 5.00pm start time. The primary reason 

for this is to see whether visitors to the Abbey and Tea Room 

are encouraged to stay for Evensong that starts at the earlier 

time. 

Team Events 
Ascension Day service, 25 May: Bishop Colin will be leading a 

communion at the top of the Wittenham clumps with a ser-

vice in Little Wittenham church for those not able to walk the 

clumps, to launch Thy Kingdom Come and celebrate Ascen-

sion Day 
 

Thy Kingdom Come: A devoted time of prayer between 

Ascension and Pentecost, where we as a Team pray for our 

mission and evangelism in our own Parishes 
 

Pentecost Sunday, 4 June: Dorchester Abbey will be hosting 

a 'Beacon event' aimed at families to close Thy Kingdom 

Come, with a picnic, Messy Church, and Christchurch Abing-

don leading our worship 
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American Garden Update 
Having cleared a large area of overgrown trees, 

shrubs and weeds last Autumn, several of us have 

been working to improve this area of the Cloister Garden. 

Gerry Wells and Bill Maish arranged for the remaining 

stumps to be removed and on Saturday 26 March 

another working party was able to complete levelling 

and raking the area ready for seeding with grass, 

which was completed shortly after.  However, because 

of the lack of rain it has required a lot of watering by 

hand.  Signs up to ask you to keep off the grass really 

do mean it, as otherwise it will not germinate. . 

  

Huge thanks to our volunteer gardeners last Saturday: 

Gerry Wells, Richard Farrant, Megan Parry, David 

Parker. 

     Kathy Glass    

Gardens Co-ordinator 

 Village News 

May Queen  
There is a photograph in various publications of Dorchester 

children celebrating May Day in the Rectory Garden. Children 

were chosen as the May Queen and her attendants. There 

was a procession, Maypole dancing and tea ï and a photograph 

with the Vicar. With the help of Mr Leigh and children from the 

St Birinus Primary we will be recreating this historic afternoon 

in the Rectory Garden (and there will be tea!) Please come 

and join us! 

Christian Aid Week 
There will not be a Christian Aid Week collection in Dorchester 

this year instead we would like to invite you to breakfast on 

14 May between 8.45am and 10.15am in the Abbey.  Excellent 

coffee, tea to suit every taste, croissants, pain au chocolat... 

and the opportunity to help others whilst enjoying one an-

other's company!  See you there! 
 

And to a Pop Up Caf® on Tuesday 16 May, 10.30-12noon 

There seems to me to be quite a lot of standing 

around and tea drinking going on, judging by the 

picturesðEd. 
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This month we heard from Elizabeth 

Brightwell who works for the EAPP in 

Palestine.  It was a very informative talk 

about the people they help and who 

affectionately call them the óJacketsô. 

Next month we will be listening to Julia 

Miles on the 11 May, Julia has been 

married to a diplomat for 28 years and 

will talk about all the delights and horrors 

of living abroad, the talk is entitled 

óRags, Bags and Cocktailsô. 

On 8 June, the speaker will be Mary 

Reaugh with It All Started on the Fourth 

of July.  More details to follow next time. 

 
On a personal note, I visited the W.I Fair 

at Alexandra Palace in London, (which 

by the way has an amazing view of London)  

I had a wonderful time, met WI members 

from all over the country, joined a craft 

session and watched some demonstra-

tions.  I hope more members will join me 

next time. 

Hayley Poole. 

 

Please remember the WI will be run-

ning the Abbey Tearoom on 2 July so 

lots of cakes and scones will be need-

ed. 

For General information , 

www.thewi.org.uk. Interested?  Call 

Pauline on 340746, Susan on 341066 

or Hayley on 340119.       

New Members Welcome! 

We meet on the second Thursday 

of the month at 2.30pm 

SAVE THE DATE: 13 July our  

Summer Tea Party in Paulineôs  

Garden, 2.30pm                               

10 August ï Summer Outing to  

Waterperry Gardens 

 Village News 

From window boxes 

and growbags to 

greenhouses and allot-

ments, scientists need your help to measure 

the amount of own-grown fruit and 

vegetables across the UK in the first 

national estimate of the 21st century. The 

MYHarvest survey, which will be the first 

since the famous Dig for Victory campaign 

during the Second World War, will assess 

the important contribution green-fingered 

fruit and vegetable growers make to 

national food security and also reveal 

how much allotment and garden space 

we need in the future for the growing 

number of people living in our cities and 

towns.  Anyone who grows their own 

produce is invited to take part in the 

innovative citizen science project led by 

the University of Sheffield to help determine 

the yield of typical UK staple fruit and 

vegetable crops.  

 

We currently have a poor understanding 

of how much own-grown food is produced 

so the research is key to providing an 

evidence base to support the use of land 

for growing spaces within our towns and 

cities. In this way, allotment holders and 

gardeners can help to determine the 

extent to which own-grown food contributes 

to UK food security and sustainability.  

Urban greenspaces, for example, parks, 

allotments, gardens, wasteland, provide a 

multitude of options for areas where food 

crops can be grown. 

 

Scientists will use the data gathered from 

peopleôs allotments, gardens and other 

spaces to produce estimates of the yields 

own-growers are able to achieve for typical 

UK fruit and vegetable crops.  The scien-

tists will use this data to produce the first 

21st century estimate of the amount of 

food grown in UK allotments as they are 

currently the largest areas of land used 

for own-growing in our cities and towns. 

 

If you want to find out more and how to 

participate go to the website  

MyHarvest.org.uk  

Edward Metcalfe    

Hempcroft  Allotment News 

Free Books 
Marcus Braybrooke's books Meeting 

Jews and 1,000 World Prayers are 

available free from Amazon Kindle 

from May 8 to 13. 

Don't miss this special offer 

Rev Dr Marcus Braybrooke, 

www.marcusbraybrooke.com  

Berinsfield Surgery Car 
If you need help to visit Berinsfield 

Surgery, make an appointment for a 

forthcoming Wednesday morning.  

Mention that you will be using the  

Dorchester Surgery Car Service.  You 

will be given an appointment for 

10.00 oôclock. Then call Dorchester 

Fireplaces on 01865 341452 before 

2pm on the Tuesday before the ap-

pointment. Give them your address and 

phone number. A volunteer driver will 

collect you from your home shortly 

after 09.30 and take you to the  

Surgery in good time for your  

appointment. 

Dorchester Fireplaces Showroom is 

open 10.00am to 4.00pm Tuesday to 

Saturday. 

Email:  

enquiries@dorchesterfireplaces.co.uk 

Berinsfield Pharmacy 
Repeat Prescriptions 
If your medicines are dispensed by the 

Pharmacy at Berinsfield you can 

arrange with them for your repeat pre-

scription medicines to be brought to 

Dorchester on a Tuesday morning, by 

a volunteer driver. You can then collect 

them from the Abbey between 

10.30am and 11.55am. 

 

If you want to your medicines brought 

to Dorchester in this way please write 

this clearly on your repeat prescription 

form or tell the staff at the pharmacy. 

Their telephone number is: 01865 

341114 but you cannot order a repeat 

prescription by phone.   

They also have a useful website: ber-

insfieldpharmacy@nhs.net  

Age UK Oxfordshire and Action for Carers  
Oxfordshire have moved. 

Age UK Oxfordshire has moved from, West Saint Helen  Street, in the centre of 

Abingdon, to Unit 9/10 Napier Court, Barton Lane, Abingdon, OX14 3YT during the 

week of the 10  April. They have been joined by their sister charity, Action for Carers 

Oxfordshire, who have moved from The Charter, Abingdon. 

http://www.thewi.org.uk
http://www.marcusbraybrooke.com
mailto:berinsfieldpharmacy@nhs.net
mailto:berinsfieldpharmacy@nhs.net
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Pre School  
News 

The Pre-School children have been 

enjoying playing outside in the spring 

sunshine. Over the Easter holidays the 

staff and committee worked hard to 

spruce up the garden and outside play 

areas ready for the summer. The play-

house has been painted, the fence 

moved to make a larger area and play 

equipment cleaned. 

.  

The children continued learning about 

fruit and vegetables with their 'Hungry 

Caterpillar' theme before Easter, 

planting their own broad beans and 

cress in eggshells decorated with faces. 

They worked hard making their scare-

crow for the Dorchester Festival - did 

you guess who it was? 

The theme for this term is 'People who 

help us'. There will be visits from family 

members and friends to talk to the children 

about their helping professions. 

Planning is already afoot for the new 

school year in September. If you would 

like any information about availability for 

places from September and the new 

30hrs government funding for working 

parents then please contact Helen Morris 

at the Pre-School.  

Louisa Margison 
Pre School  Secretary 

Last term was a busy 

term ï here are a few 

highlights.  

¶ All classes had the 

chance to help plant 

trees as part of the 

Sylva Foundationôs Future Forest.  It 

was a great opportunity for the children 

to be a part of this big project, which 

promotes learning and taking responsibility 

for our environment. Well done to the 

children for their good planting and 

behaviour and thank you to all the 

parents who were able to join us ï it 

was greatly appreciated.  

¶ In March, we had our Statutory Inspections 

of Anglican & Methodist Schools 

(SIAMS) inspection, which is a legal 

requirement for Church schools, I am 

pleased to share with you that we have 

been graded óGoodô in all areasô, which 

is fantastic news ï a copy of the report 

is on our website.   

¶ On Saturday 25 March  Megan, Tom S, 

Amelie, Tabitha, Tom B, Annabelle, 

Carys, Cecily and I headed off to 

Birmingham Symphony Hall to take 

part in the 75th Anniversary concert of 

the Oxfordshire Music Service.  It was a 

great experience to be able to sing with 

the massed choirs a newly commis-

sioned piece of music ï Apolloôs Lyre 

by Debbie Carter-Rose, but also to 

witness the amazing talents of the 

children in Oxfordshire in the various 

orchestras and groups the music service 

provide and to see some of our former 

pupils taking part in other groups. We 

all had a great time despite our rather 

late night (especially with the clocks 

going forward) 

¶ Our Easter celebrations started with our 

Easter Card competition, as always the 

quality of the childrenôs designs were 

very impressive and certainly made it a 

challenge to judge. There was then a 

hive of activity as we prepared to hold 

our Easter Fair, it was great to see so 

many people in school and thank you if 

you were able to attend.  Thank you to 

the PTA who organised and helped on 

the day and to the teachers and children 

for preparing and running their games.   

Donôt forget our May Dancing on the 28 

April at 1:30pm - please come and join 

us! 

Russell Leigh 
Headteacher 

Dorchester St Birinus CE Primary School 

 St Birinus Primary School News School News 

Dorchester St Birinus School PTA  
invites the community to join us 

The Dorchester School PTA (Parents and Teachers Association) is a parent led 

group that supports our school with fund-raising events and activities that the children 

can get involved in.   Our 2017 target is an ambitious Ã3000!   We are fund-raising 

for new playground equipment to keep the children active and stimulated during 

their outdoor breaks. 

It has been suggested that there may be other people in Dorchester who may be 

interested in supporting our objectives and we are opening the membership to 

become a Parents, Teachers and Friends Association (the PTFA!).  We would like 

to invite any resident of Dorchester and surrounding villages who have an interest in 

the school to become a member.  You may have had a child who attended the 

school in the past or simply wish to offer your support to help our small school 

continue to thrive. 

Membership is FREE and we will keep you up to date with our activities via email 

and Facebook.  You can help by supporting the events, spreading the word, or 

perhaps volunteering your time. 

If you wished to make a small donation, we would love to buy some new books for 

the School Library, as part of the library improvement project.  Sponsoring a book or 

even a book-shelf would be a great help towards this. 

Many thanks 

Claire Andersson 
Dorchester PTFA Chair  

 

Please fill in the attached form if you would like to join the PTFA and return to Laura 
Bristow, Secretary, School Cottage, 9A Queens Street. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name:_____________________________________________ 

 

Email:_____________________________________________ 

 

I would like to make an optional donation of ________________ 

 

I would like to make an optional regular donation of __________ 

Please make cheques payable to Dorchester St Birinus PTA. 
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Dorchester Abbey  Education Newsletter 
We continue to see local schools booking 

visits to the Abbey, in particular, one of 

our most popular visits is the Anglo-

Saxon Experience Day!  We had three 

visits on this theme recently and the 

schools absolutely loved it!  The children 

get an opportunity to see, taste, touch, 

and interact with a wide range of Anglo-

Saxon replica and original artefacts from 

our display.  
 

They enjoy seeing our table all set up 

with a wide range of items that reflect the 

Anglo-Saxon period, such as textiles, 

jewellery, games and foods.  They particularly 

like it when they get to have a taste of the 

Anglo-Saxon bread and hear how to 

make soft cheese!   
 

The children also get to re-enact some 

activities from the past, such as weaving, 

combing wool with teasels (seen above 

right) and a pagan spring-themed ritual.  

They also love coming into the Abbey and 

dressing up as an Anglo-Saxon 

(the Thanes being the most 

popular!) and role playing the 

arrival of St. Birinus (as seen 

here) and his baptism of King Cynegils, 

the 7th C King of Wessex. Luckily they 

also enjoy Morwenna (aka me!) guiding 

them through the day and providing them 

with a wide range of Anglo-Saxon 

knowledge. 
 

During this period I have also been working 

on some ideas (initiated by Rebecca 

Hind) for an Angels Festival in the Autumn, 

with a spiritual component for school visits 

and fun half term activities for families, 

including an angel colouring page based 

on our Gloria angel (seen to the right).  

However, it has been said that I might be 

being a bit ambitious time-wise, coming 

on the tail of Narnia, so we shall see how 

it progresses with funding, volunteer 

recruitment and time development!   
 

Iôm also in the process of planning to 

send out to schools information about 

some Maths & Science KS2 study days 

for the early autumn term.  The days aim 

to introduce maths and science in a fun 

and interactive way, such as using helium 

balloons to measure the height of the 

Abbey roof!   
 

Another exciting plan is to have a model 

of the abbey for schools to use ï but as 

this is only in the early planning stages, 

where weôre getting quotations and lining 

up funding and permission, youôll have to 

wait a bit longer to hear more about that 

development!  Perhaps youôll hear more 

about this after the end of the summer 

term! 

 

If you ever fancy finding out more about 

our visits and what is involved come and 

have a chat or drop me an email. 

Dorchester Abbey  

Education  
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Dorchester on Thames 
Historical Society 

Wednesday 24 May at 7.30pm    
Village Hall (back room) 

Edward Peveler on: Discovering Dorchester: an update on 

recent progress during the excavation. 
 

Ed is one of the Assistant Directors of the Discovering Dorchester 

Project, which has been run jointly by the University of Oxford, 

Oxford Archaeology and the community of Dorchester on-

Thames since 2007. Ed has been involved since 2012. He is 

currently finishing his DPhil at the University of Oxford's 

School of Archaeology, and his thesis explores the social, 

economic and cultural factors which impacted the creation and 

use of building materials in the Roman period in Britain, taking 

material from the Dorchester dig as a case study. He completed 

his BA in Classical Archaeology and Ancient History, and MSc 

in Archaeological Science, at the university as well. He has 

worked on excavations in a number of regions, including Britain, 

Italy, Albania, Tunisia, and India.  

See www.discoveringdorchester.blogspot.co.uk for 

information on the project so far.  Residents of the village are 

particularly invited to come and take an active part in the 

exploration of its history. Dates for the 2017 season: 

Undergraduate field school: Sunday 25 June - Friday 7 July 

Public field schools: Sunday 9 July to Friday 14 July, and 

Sunday 16 July to Friday 21 July. 
 

For more information please email edward.peveler@arch.ox.ac.uk 
 

Members free, visitors Ã3.  Visitors and new members are  

always very welcome to our talks and outings.        

Margot Metcalfe 
Chairman 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ bƛŎƪ CƻǊƳŀƴ        

 

Dorchester Historical Society  
Summer Visit 
Saturday 24 June 

²ƘƛǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ {ƛƭƪ aƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ 
The guided tour of Whitchurch 

Silk Mill will explain how silk is 

produced and made into beautiful 

silk fabrics. See the waterwheel 

and Victorian machinery, the 

beautiful garden on the banks of 

the River Test, and the shop 

which sells gifts made from the 

Millôs exclusive silks. 

You will then have the opportunity 

to spend the afternoon in  

Winchester. Perhaps visiting the 

Cathedral, the Great Hall and King Arthurôs Round Table, the 

Gurkha Museum or following the Winchester Tudor Trail. 
 

9.00 Depart Bridge End Car Park 

10.15 Whitchurch Silk Mill 

12.30 Leave for Winchester Visitor Centre (The Cathedral  

Refectory is one suggestion for lunch) 

Free afternoon in Winchester where there is plenty to see and do. 

16.00 Depart Winchester 

17.30 Arrive back in Dorchester 
 

Come and join us for a fascinating day. 
 

The Cost is Ã26. Please make your cheque out to   

Dorchester Historical Society and send to Gail Thomas,  

14 Herringcote, Martins Lane, Dorchester on Thames, Oxon. 

OX10 7RD. 

Village News 

http://www.discoveringdorchester.blogspot.co.uk
mailto:edward.peveler@arch.ox.ac.uk
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Dorchester WW2 Evacuee Project  

The WW2 Evacuation 

Tea Party 
Above: Many of the  

attendees taking tea; 

 

Left:  Jeremy Knight  

talking to Anne-Marie 

Joffrinðsee him talking 

to Bing Crosby opposite 

 

Right John Pratt and 

Vivien Arnold 
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/ƘƻƻǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΥ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴΣ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦ ²Ŝ ǘŀƛƭƻǊ-ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ 

ȅƻǳΦ  
 

CƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ ƴƻ-ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ wI{ ǉǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ 
ǎǘŀũΣ Ŏŀƭƭ лмупп нтфполΣ  

ƻǊ  ŜƳŀƛƭ ƛƴŦƻϪōǊŀƴƴŦƻǊŘǎƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
Cǳƭƭ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦōǊŀƴƴŦƻǊŘǎƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

 

 

Fishmonger 
The travelling fishmonger comes to Dorchester every 

Tuesday and will stop between 9.30 and 9.50 (9.40 in winter 

months when weather bad, but 9.30 in summer months) in 

High Street near War Memorial 

On Thursday March 23 

the project team organised 

a tea party for former 

evacuees and their families, and for members of Dorchester 

families which hosted or had memories of evacuees. As well as 

tea, scones and cakes, guests could look at the evacuee poster, 

watch a running slide show of photographs collected for the 

project, check names of evacuees and local children who 

attended Christmas tea parties in 1939-41, as well as sharing 

their own stories, photographs (scanned and added to the 

collection) and other memorabilia. They also completed a short 

questionnaire.  

 

Former evacuee guests included: Jeremy Knight, who lived in 

Lavington House in the High Street during the war, came from 

Christchurch, Dorset, with his wife Paule and daughter 

Dominique. Ron Arnold, now living in Hornchurch, Essex, came 

with his wife, Vivien. He was evacuated with his entire family to 

Dorchester, living first in the Castle pub, then at the Farmerôs 

Man. One evacuated family, the Coveleys, have stayed in 

Oxfordshire. Desmond, Pauline and Doreen came from London 

and stayed with Minnie James in Meadside. Pauline and 

Desmondôs widow, Joyce, both came to the party.  

 

Other Dorchester residents or former residents at the party 

included Pat Atkins, who came to Dorchester during the war to 

visit friends (the Fentons) 

who had been evacuated, 

and met and married 

Fred Atkins, Margaret Belson, nee Atkins, lived in Queen 

Street, where her mother hosted evacuees, Marilyn Lines (n®e 

Bumpass), Roy Holliday and his brother Billy, Jackie Trinder, 

and Sandra Crawshaw, current owner of Lavington House. 

Sadly some other expected guests were not well enough to 

attend on the day.  

 

We have yet to make contact with any surviving Thomas Road 

school evacuees, although Jenny Nudds has kindly provided a 

photograph of headmaster Mr and Mrs Hook who lodged at 

Willoughby House. This is ongoing research, so any information or 

contact details would be gratefully accepted! And we have 

spare copies of the questionnaire! 

 

Finally, many, many thanks to all who provided cakes and 

scones, or who helped on the day. 

Margot Metcalfe  

Denise Line  

Megan Parry  

Gail Thomas 

Dorchester WW2 Evacuee Project ï update 

óWhat a swell party it was!ô 

! ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŜǾŀŎǳŜŜ WŜǊŜƳȅ YƴƛƎƘǘ 

ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ .ƛƴƎ /Ǌƻǎōȅ ŀǘ aƻǳƴǘ CŀǊƳΦ  
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¢Φ² IŀȅŘŜƴ 
IŜŀǝƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

 

¢ŜƭΥ лмусроплтнл 
aƻōƛƭŜΥ лтумофлплрр 

9-ƳŀƛƭΥ ¢ǿƘŀȅŘŜƴϪǝǎŎŀƭƛΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
 
!ƭƭ ǇƭǳƳōƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǝƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴΦ 
CǊŜŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜǎΦ 
 
 

мр CŀƴŜ 5ǊƛǾŜΣ .ŜǊƛƴǎŬŜƭŘΣ  
²ŀƭƭƛƴƎŦƻǊŘΣ hȄŦƻǊŘΣ h·мл тb. 

 

±L/¢hwL! 5¸59 
 

/ǳǊǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻƊ CǳǊƴƛǎƘƛƴƎǎ 
 
 
/Ƙŀƭƭƛǎ CŀǊƳ 
IƛƎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
[ƻƴƎ ²ƛǧŜƴƘŀƳ 
!ōƛƴƎŘƻƴ 
hȄƻƴΣ h·мп пvI 

лмуср плтмфт ƳŎƪƴƛƎƘǘмфстϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
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Division 4 

18/03/2017 Dorchester Res 2 8 Drayton 

01/04/2017 Dorchester Res 1 4 
Long Wittenham  

Athletic Reserves 

08/04/2017 Blewbury H W Dorchester Res 

11/04/2017 Berinsfield Res 4 4 Dorchester Res 

15/04/2017 Dorchester Res 1 2 Lambourn Sports Res 

Football Results 
North Berks League 

Division 2   

25/03/2017 
Hungerford 

Town FC Swifts 
4 2 Dorchester 

08/04/2017 Dorchester 4 0 North Oxford 

Dorchester Golf Society is much more 

than a group of people whose only 

interest is playing golf. We have an Aunt 

Sally evening at the Fleur booked for 

Tuesday 7 June, an outing to Giffords 

Circus is being organised in June and a 

BBQ organised for Saturday 12 August.  

These are purely social events and no 

golfing link is required or requested. Have 

a night out with nice people and no strings 

attached. All will be made very welcome 

and thatôs that. 

And yes, we do get to play golf from time 

to time. 

Our next outing is to Drayton Golf Club on 

Tuesday 23 May. 12.00 noon Sandwich 

lunch. 1.00pm first tee-off. Ã26.00 

But new for 2017 we have three early 

evening outings that fit into busy working 

lives and donôt break the budget. Starting 

at around 5.00pm for 9 holes or so, they 

cost about Ã15, at Oxford GC (13 June), 

Huntercombe GC (18 July) and The 

Springs GC (3 August). 

WHATôS MORE. Come along to any one 

of these three events as your first DOGS 

outing and then say you didnôt enjoy it ï 

weôll refund your green fee in full.  

Weôre so sure youôll be pleased to 

play with us that weôll foot the bill if 

you think otherwise. No questions asked. 

Why are we doing this? Dorchester is a 

small and vibrant community, but it needs 

to attract new support for its many activities. 

DOGS has a great membership and we 

want to ensure this continues into the 

future, hence our ótry before you buyô 

initiative. Come along and if afterwards 

you walk away then thatôs fine. 

Or why not simply come along to one of 

our regular bar get-togethers in the White 

Hart Hotel at 8.00pm on the first Monday 

of each month? Have a drink and see if 

youôd like to 

know more. 

Contact:  Mike 

and Jan Rimmer  
01865 343719. 

Tennis News 
Weekly events  at Dorchester 

Tennis Club: 

Wednesday,  7.00pm to 9.00 pm  - Open 

Club session 

Thursday,  11.00am to 12noon - Adult 

coaching 

Friday,  10.30 am to 12.30 - Ladies morning  

Sunday,  10.30 am to 1.00pm - Open Club session  
 

For membership and other enquiries, contact me on 

 chriscssmith@btinternet.com or 01865 341947 

Chris Smith 
Tennis Club Chair 

DOGS Summer Madness. 

DƛũƻǊŘǎ 

/ƛǊŎǳǎ ƛƴ 

WǳƴŜ 

..v ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 

mailto:chriscssmith@btinternet.com
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