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As I write, the seventh Dorchester Festival has recently
finished, and the village is getting used to not having quite
so many visitors once again. Another triumph for the
people who organised, appeared, demonstrated, and in
any way took part. We know that in addition to so many
people having a wonderful time, the Festival raised over
£40,000 for charity. What an achievement.
This issue of Dorchester News celebrates the Festival
with five pages of photographs, but even that is not
enough to do justice to the over 50 events that occurred.
On those pages there is no Jazz Night, Comedy Night,
Fun Run, 20 things to do…, Tallis Scholars, and much
more. If your event is not there forgive me, but this
month’s whole edition could have been devoted to the
great time we all had.
I can’t leave that subject without expressing the thanks
of the village to Steph and Nick Forman for once again
being the masterminds behind the whole operation, creating the programme and making sure that everything
happened.
And what of June? The English Music Festival has now
gone, but there is a Benson Choral Society concert and
an intriguing ’Sense and Sensibility’ concert, both in the
Abbey this month. And, of course, there is the summer
treat that is the DADS production in the Village Hall.
Whatever you do, don’t miss that!
Ian Brace

Deadline for
July/August
Dorchester
News

Friday
9 June

em dorchesternews@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
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July/Aug edition

9 June

Sept. edition

11 Aug

October edition

8 Sept

Advert Deadlines for
Dorchester News
One week before copy deadline.
Items in electronic form may be
sent via e-mail attachment to
e-mail address at foot of page.
For newsletter for other
churches in the Team send to
admin@dorchesterabbey.org.uk by the 9th of the
preceding month.
Advertising in Dorchester News
There are ten issues per year
with double issues in July/
August and in Dec/Jan. For an
eighth of a page the cost is
£11.75 mono, £12.75 colour;
for a quarter page £23.50
mono, £25.50 colour; for a half
page £35.25 mono, £38.50
colour and full page £47.00
mono, £51.00 colour.
All charges are put towards the
cost of the paper, printing and
postage of copies being sent
outside the village.
To incorporate a logo or artwork, please supply a copy,
preferably via e-mail: to address at foot of page or contact
the editor.

Cover: The Thames at Day’s Lock.

July/Aug
deadline

Copy Deadlines for
Dorchester News

One-time adverts, please send
a cheque, payable to ‘Dorchester
Abbey PCC’, to
Nick Forman,
Willoughby House,
73 High Street,
Dorchester-on-Thames,
OX10 7HN.

ai

Printed by Higgs of Henley.

Talking Point
When I watch television,
I tend to be a bit of a channel hopper.
When the adverts come on I often see if I
am missing anything worthwhile somewhere else. With catch-up avoiding adverts is even easier to do. But when I do
see the ads I am struck by what else they
portray other than wanting to sell a
particular product. Two spring to mind.
The first is for a car rental. The good deal
is seen to override any crisis in the family.
I am not sure that depicting self-centered
gain, which is probably deliberately
intended to be over the top and therefore
satirical, does not actually reflect a grain
of truth in the attitude it is portraying. The
second is the complete opposite and
shows a care and consideration for the
other. This advert is one of a series
where someone identifies another's need
and uses this company's service to solve
it in a quirky way. This particular one
shows a Vicar and an Imam having tea
together as friends and being both of a
‘certain age’ complain of problems with
their knees. Each then buys for the other
knee-pads and the ad ends showing each
at prayer on their knees in the Mosque
and in Church.

Revd. Jennifer Morton

At the beginning of June we shall be half
way through the Archbishops’ call to
specifically pray for our Churches’
witness in the run up to Whitsunday on 5
June. However, I was wondering what all
this might mean to those less involved
with the day-to-day life of our churches.
What do those of you who are reading
this consider the role of the church to be?
Maybe you would be expecting us to be a
place of prayer everyday or at least on a
Sunday!! Perhaps, therefore, the advert
is actually unsurprising apart from focusing
on what we share with our neighbours
rather than our self-centered desires and
fears.
The contrast between the two adverts
emphasises for me the danger our society
faces when friendship and family is overtaken by that desire for what benefits
ourselves to the exclusion of all others.
Jesus commands us to love our neighbour as ourselves and told the story of the
Good Samaritan to illustrate to his listeners
who their neighbour was. Not the person
who was just like them but someone they
had no time for, who was considered as

nothing in their
society, a foreigner. However, he was the
person who showed the injured man mercy.
Jesus tells us to “go and do likewise”, or
as a more recent translation puts it ‘...
[make sure] you do the same’. Can we
as a nation do that? Our government
reflects our society and who we are as a
nation. The Archbishops’ Pastoral Election
Letter reminds us of this.
‘The Christian virtues of
love, trust, and hope should
guide and judge our actions,
as well as the actions and
policies of all those who are
seeking election to the
House of Commons and to
lead our country.’
Full text can be found on the Church of
England website
Let us, then, hope and pray that when we
go to vote on 8 June wanting the best for
our neighbours as well as ourselves
motivates where we put our cross.

Ordinations
On Sunday 25 June we shall once again be hosting
the Dorchester Area Ordinations at the Abbey. The day a
person is Ordained as a Priest is a major landmark in their
lives – almost like a marriage – and we are always delighted
to offer hospitality to our Bishop and the Candidates, their
families and friends. This is a public service and everyone is
welcome to join us – because it is a major celebration all the
things we like in a service – fantastic singing, good preaching
and a great sense of occasion are present. Everyone is most
welcome to come and greet our Bishop and to share this
special occasion.
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May Morning in Dorchester

On Bank Holiday Monday morning, and for the twentieth time,
TWO A PART, a group of a-cappella singers based in Dorchester,
welcomed May with their concert in the Abbey, preceded by the
traditional rendering of Now is the Month of Maying, Calon Lan
(in Welsh) and Cwm Rhonda (in English) from the top of the
tower.

Part of the audience for the singing from the top of the tower.

An enthusiastic audience of over 100
enjoyed a continental breakfast whilst
listening to a short but eclectic
programme including a few new
compositions for the group, as well as
some TWO A PART favourites.
Ticket sales raised £535, to be shared between the Festival
Charities (Sue Ryder and Dorchester Abbey)
(www.dorchesterfestival.com) and the Nasio Trust,
www.thenasiotrust.org.
TwoAPart sing in the Abbey.

In addition a new charity, YoCO (Youth Challenge Oxfordshire),
was described and its young members took a collection of £242
during the event.
YoCO, working with the Nasio Trust, has been set up to continue
and expand the work that Nasio has started in Oxfordshire and
provides an 18 month development programme for young people,
including a visit to the Nasio Trust’s Centres in Kenya.
www.yoco.online
Many thanks to all those who gave of their time, talents and
cash, Dorchester Coop for ticket sales and for getting up early
to cook the croissants and the Abbey for once again providing
such a unique venue.

Tim Cook
Members of YoCO who were collecting.

The guided tour of Whitchurch Silk
Dorchester Historical Society
Mill will explain how silk is produced
Summer Visit
and made into beautiful silk fabrics.
See the waterwheel and Victorian
Saturday 24 June
machinery, the beautiful garden on
Whitchurch Silk Mill and Winchester
the banks of the River Test, and
the shop which sells gifts made from the Mill’s exclusive silks.
Come and join us for a
You will then have the opportunity to spend the afternoon in fascinating day.
Winchester. Perhaps visiting the Cathedral, the Great Hall and
King Arthur’s Round Table, the Gurkha Museum or following the
The Cost is £26. Please make
Winchester Tudor Trail.
your cheque out to
9.00 Depart Bridge End Car Park
Dorchester Historical Society and
10.15 Whitchurch Silk Mill
send to Gail Thomas,
12.30 Leave for Winchester Visitor Centre (The Cathedral
14 Herringcote, Martins Lane,
Refectory is one suggestion for lunch)
Dorchester on Thames,
Free afternoon in Winchester where there is plenty to see and do.
Oxon. OX10 7RD.
16.00 Depart Winchester
17.30 Arrive back in Dorchester
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Berinsfield Pharmacy
Repeat Prescriptions

Hempcroft Allotment News

If your medicines are dispensed by the
Pharmacy at Berinsfield you can
arrange with them for your repeat
prescription medicines to be brought
to Dorchester on a Tuesday morning,
by a volunteer driver. You can then collect
them from the Abbey between 10.30am
and 11.55am.

In the middle of April,
the Sunday Telegraph
had an article entitled
‘The not-so-good life: supermarket salad
is healthier than homegrown’. A new
study by Reading University has found
that levels of cancer-fighting nutrients in
supermarket rocket leaves peak between
five and seven days after being processed.

If you want to have your medicines
brought to Dorchester in this way please
write this clearly on your repeat prescription form or tell the staff at the pharmacy.
Their telephone number is: 01865
341114 but you cannot order a repeat
prescription by phone. They also have a
useful website:
www.berinsfieldpharmacy.co.uk

The tests showed that initial levels plummet
in the time between picking and washing
but after being left in the fridge for a week
the level of nutrients had risen threefold
suggesting that as the leaves slowly die
some of their nutritional benefits are
enhanced. Rocket leaves (and also
b r o c c o l i a n d wa t e r c r e s s ) c o n t a i n

Berinsfield Surgery Car
If you need help to visit Berinsfield Surgery,
make an appointment for a forthcoming
Wednesday morning. Mention that you
will be using the Dorchester Surgery Car
Service. You will be given an
appointment for 10.00 o’clock.
Then call Dorchester Fireplaces on
01865 341452 before 2.00pm on the
Tuesday before the appointment. Give
them your address and phone number.
A volunteer driver will collect you
from your home shortly after 9.30am
and take you to the Surgery in good
time for your appointment.
Dorchester Fireplaces Showroom is open
10.00am to 4.00pm Tuesday to Saturday.
Email:
enquiries@dorchesterfireplaces.co.uk

s u l p o r a p h a n e which has properties
that protect against cancer including prostate and gastrointenstinal.
However
while levels of sulphoraphane in rocket
rise over days other nutrients will decline
affecting their overall health benefits.
The headline of the article is fundamentally
wrong. Supermarket salad is not healthier
than homegrown. If you grow your own
rocket or broccoli on your allotment you
can pick it, wash it, and put it in the fridge
for a week to enhance the sulphorane
levels, or you can eat it much earlier for
the other enhanced nutritional benefits.....the choice is yours.

Edward Metcalfe

Lent Lunches 2017
Many thanks to all who supported the Friday lunches this year. £555.00 was raised
and sent to Aspire Oxford.

Meg Fisher
Dawn Dudley
The following letter of thanks was received from Aspire Oxford:
Dear Meg,
On behalf of everyone at Aspire Oxford, thank you very much indeed for
your generous donation of £555 raised from the recent Lent Lunches. This is a
tremendous amount to have raised for Aspire and your support is very much appreciated.
The year ahead looks set to be Aspire’s busiest yet: we have extended our specialist
employment support to include disadvantaged young people and refugees.
Through intensive 121 support and work experience on our own social enterprises,
we will build confidence, training and skills to help our clients into employment. Our
Through the Gate project continues to reduce re-offending across Oxfordshire by
providing ex-offenders with holistic support and work experience, helping them
secure work and safe housing. Our newest enterprise, a community transport
service for isolated elderly people is a lifeline in helping to reduce loneliness and
promoting independence. Thanks to your generous support, we are able to achieve
significant social impact for our local community.
Thank you very much again for this generous donation.
With best wishes
Helen Mariner
Aspire Oxford

To find out more about the work of Aspire, go to www.aspireoxford.co.uk

Dorchester Festival Charity 5k Fun Run
Yet again the sun shone for the Fun
Run, around 130 people took part.

U18 Girls
U18 Boys

The winners were-:
U8 Girls
Amelia Burgess
U8 Boys
William Walton

Adult Ladies Catriona Scott
Adult Men
Mike Atkinson

U12 Girls
U12 Boys

Emily Channon
Henry Channon

Alice Channon
Krishen Rao

50+ Ladies Ella Chapman
50+ Men
Mike Stimpson
Fastest Dog Ruby
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The winning time was 20:24
Thanks to Debs for the warm up, all the
marshals and especially Ian Brace for
timing the race.
The Co-op very kindly supplied bottles
of water at the finish line and three of
their staff also volunteered to help as
marshals.

Jill and Mike Corran
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St Birinus Primary School
News

Our annual
May Dancing event came in
the first week of term
which gave the classes a challenge to fit
in their practices. The
quality
of
the
dancing was as excellent as always
and it was great to see so many adults
joining in the Circassian Circle at the
end. An enjoyable afternoon!

Owl Class took part in a Dorchester Festival Schools event run by Ex-Cathedra
for primary school children. This event
called ‘Singmaker’ involved the children
and staff learning new songs especially
written by the group throughout the day,
culminating in a performance for the parents. It was a great day and I am just
recovering from my merengue dance
moves down the Abbey’s aisle. Thank
you to the organisers of the Dorchester
We were then invited by Revd. Sue to
Festival for finding the sponsorship to
perform some of our country dances and
allow the school to attend this event
the older children’s Maypole dance in the
Rectory Garden. This event was organ- Our scarecrow creation added some exised to recreate a Victorian photograph citement especially the younger children
taken in the same place around the stuffing the scarecrow full of straw.
Maypole. Each class had a May Queen Hopefully you were able to recognise our
or King with two attendants. I am looking character and the book it came from. I
forward to seeing the modern-day photo- know Hedgehog class enjoyed their walk
graph and I would like to say a big thank around the village looking at all the creayou to the cake makers who provided the tions.
cake for the children. (Look on the page
Russell Leigh
opposite, Russell. Ed)
Headteacher
Dorchester St Birinus CE Primary School

News from the Museum
The Museum’s opening hours for this season (Easter to end of
September) are:
Wednesday and Thursday 11.00am-5.00pm, Friday to Sunday (and Bank Holiday
Mondays) 2.00pm-5.00pm.
We also open for school and adult groups on Mon and Tues and at other times by
arrangement.
We have a number of new items coming soon, including the Anglo Saxon display,
designed for our new education programme. The First World War display, featuring
the experiences of three Dorchester women, is still on until the November 2018 commemoration.
There is a wide selection of gifts in the Museum shop, to suit everyone, ranging from
50p pocket money items to beautiful pottery at over £20. You will also find other
popular gifts, such as Dorchester tea towels, tote bags and mugs. Also note pads,
writing paper, and lovely wrapping paper, as well as a wide selection of greeting
cards, together with 1st and 2nd class stamps.
So why not come and have a look around to see what’s changed
since your last visit. You’re always welcome to come in and
browse,
The Museum and shop are run entirely by volunteers, and new
helpers are always needed. If you’d like to discuss this, please
give the Curator, Anne-Marie, a ring on 01235 539858

Fishmonger
The travelling fishmonger comes to Dorchester every
Tuesday and will stop between 9.30 and 9.50 (9.40 in winter
months when weather bad, but 9.30 in summer months) in
High Street near War Memorial

Dorchester News June 2017
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Our speaker this month,
Julia Miles told us her
stories of being an ambassador’s wife entitled “Rag bag and
cocktails”. It was a very interesting and
amusing talk with extracts from her book
entitled “An Ambassador’s Wife’s Tale”.
The front cover shows that her life was
far more interesting (and more dangerous) than dressing in gowns and eating
Ferrero Roche chocolates.
Please note that next month’s meeting will not be 8 June due to the General Election, so it will be on the
Wednesday 7 June at 2.30pm, Village
Hall. The speaker will be Mary Reaugh
with ‘It All Started on the 4th July’.

Please remember the WI will be running the Abbey Tearoom on 2 July, so
lots of cakes and scones will be needed. Gill Haworth and Linda Hender
are organising this fundraiser and
many of you have already signed up
to help or make cakes, so thank you
for that.
For General information ,
www.thewi.org.uk. Interested? Call
Pauline on 340746, Susan on 341066
or Hayley on 340119.
New Members Welcome!
We meet on the second Thursday
of the month at 2.30pm
SAVE THE DATE:
13 July our
Summer Tea Party in Pauline’s
Garden, 2.30pm
10 August – Summer Outing to
Waterperry Gardens

Re-creating the
Maypole picture

On Friday 5 May, children from St
Birinus School gathered in the Rectory garden for some Maypole Dancing
and to re-create this photograph.
We don’t know when this was taken,
only that Maypole dancing at the
Rectory was a regular event before
World War I. The costumes worn are
probably the best clues to its date.
Are there any costume historians in
the village who would care to make
an assessment?

What is noticeable in the 2017 picture is
that the trees are in leaf, whereas in the
old picture they are not. Assuming that
the old picture was taken on or around
May Day, then was that a particularly
cold year, or is global warming bringing
trees into leaf earlier now?
Notice too that almost everyone in the
old picture is wearing a hat or other kind
of head covering. Not so today. I can
see but one.
Something that the pictures have in
common, though, is that there is only
one man! We know who the man in the
20917 picture is, but who is in the older
picture?

Pre School
News

This term's theme is 'people who
help us' and the children enjoyed
meeting a nurse, listening to their heart beats
and bandaging each other up. They have been
making junk models of emergency service vehicles and playing in the home corner which has
been turned into an optician's.
May brought the opportunity for the children to
watch and take part in the Maypole dancing with
the primary school children which was fun for
all. There was also an historic recreation of an
old photo of Dorchester primary school children
Maypole dancing in the Rectory Garden as part
of the festival
.
The rejuvenated pre school garden is a big hit
with everyone. The children have loved the
bright colours and space to have fun. Let's hope
for lots of sunshine to make the most of it!

The rejuvenated
Pre School garden

Louisa Margison

Pre School Secretary

7

Dorchester News

June 2017

Dorchester News June 2017

8

Sports News

Football Results
North Berks League

Tennis Club News

Congratulations to Rachel Marriott and Alan
Woodley, triumphant throughout four rounds
of competition, becoming this year’s spring
tournament champions. Can you beat them at
the Autumn tournament?

2016-17 Tables

Division 2

P

F

A

GD PTS

1 Hungerford Town FC Swifts

18

74

18

56

52

2 Westminster First

18

60

29

31

40

3 Steventon First

18

51

30

21

36

4 Harwell Village First

18

55

41

14

31

5 North Oxford First

18

44

34

10

31

6 Hanney United First
7 Dorchester First

18
18

27
30

34
45

-7
-15

19
19

8 Kintbury Rangers Reserves

18

22

52

-30

17

9 Sutton Courtenay First

18

26

43

-17

14

10 Faringdon Town Reserves

18

15

78

-63

4

Division 4

P

F

A

GD PTS

1 Blewbury First

20

80

28

52

48

2 Burghclere Reserves

20

77

32

45

46

3 Coleshill United First
Long Wittenham Athletic
4
Reserves
5 Drayton First
6 North Oxford Reserves
7 Lambourn Sports Reserves
Stanford-in-The-Vale
8
Reserves
9 Berinsfield Reserves
10 Dorchester Reserves

19

80

38

42

40

20

56

35

21

39

20
20
19

56
56
22

43
39
40

13 34
17 33
-18 32

20

38

64

-26 19

20
20

39
24

82
76

-43 15
-52 8

11 Hagbourne United First

20

25

76

-51

Note: There is one more game to be played in Division 4.

Cricket Results
Oxfordshire Cricket Association

6

If you’re looking for a game this year, the Club has two open
sessions a week - on Wednesday evenings at 7.00pm and
Sunday morning at 10.30 am.
For membership and coaching enquiries contact
chriscssmith@btinternet.com or telephone 01865 341947

Chris Smith

Tennis Club Chair

Division 4

Result

29/04/2017

Brill v Dorchester

Brill win by 98 runs

06/05/2017

Dorchester v
Sunningwell

Dorchester win by 6
wickets.

13/05/2017

13/05/2017

Richard Sharman 59
Conor Graney 67

For a free, no-obligation visit and written estimate from RHS qualified
staff, call 01844 279430,
or email info@brannfordsgardens.co.uk
Full details at www.brannfordsgardens.co.uk

West Ilsley v
Dorchester

Division 8 South
06/05/2017

FOR A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN
Choose from our wide range of quality garden services: design and
construction, plants and maintenance. We tailor-make our service for
you.

Sunningwell ll v
Dorchester ll

Result
Dorchester ll win by 4
wickets
Ian Ferris 44
Christopher Rudling 42
JJ Cooper 9.0-1.-27-4

Dorchester ll v
Watlington ll

9

Dorchester News

June 2017

Dorchester News June 2017

10

Village Planting Project

Village Planting Project

Creating New Wildlife Habitats

Proposed New Wildlife Habitats

The Parish Council have agreed in principle that five sites
around the village could be planted with wildlife friendly
bushes and trees in the autumn. (These sites are listed in
the box right.)

Grassed area opposite the old Plough pub
•

Stuart Mabbutt, who writes occasional articles in Dorchester
News (see below—ed), will oversee the project, with his own
employees doing the physical work.

•

The project and its aftercare (in perpetuity) will be funded by
me entirely.

Either side of the gates to the left hand wooden utility
compound, planted about 6ft. away to allow for mowing
behind: four Cotoneaster Sinensis and four Pyracantha,
two of each on either side.
Three specimen trees in line with others - Rowan,May, and
Wild Plum (or Bird Cherry) keeping in mind overhead lines,
the specimens should not be too tall when fully grown.

Derelict area behind sign at the end of the Drayton Rd.
•

It is essential that residents make suggestions, requests and
objections before any planting plans begin after August/
September.

•

I am very keen to provide food and cover for wildlife, so any
ideas for further sites, even on private land would be welcome.

Gorse as a centre piece with lower growing Abelia, Ribes,
Guelder Rose, Honeysuckle, Spindles, Spiraea Arguta,
Buddleia Globosa (yellow) and Dark Buddleia.
Wild growth at rear of area to remain.

Old Oxford Road
•

No offence will be taken if any or all of the selected sites are
rejected by residents.

•

Please contact Geoff Russell Parish Council Clerk for further
information or to comment by email to:
parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
Many thanks,

•

Susan Bowditch
•

Wildlife Gardening

At the fork of the green lane footpath and the old road a
Sweet Chestnut tree to be planted. Wild area around it to
remain undisturbed.
If further suitable areas in vicinity found for tree planting Field Maple, Wayfaring Tree or Pussy Willow to be considered.
Try planting a few Hops behind trees already growing along
footpath, in the hope they are successful before trying to
plant more.
Try an experimental planting of native Bluebells in the
woods.

Cemetery

Trials and Tribulations

•

This article kind of wrote itself once I’d had an email through
from a regular reader asking an age old question about bird
song recognition.

•
•

That being, ‘How can one tell the difference between a
Blackcap’s call and a Garden Warbler’s call?’

•
•

Tough one that and it’s not easy; even the most experienced
birdwatcher can find this a challenge, with many birds identified
as a Blackcap later turning out to be a Garden Warbler and
many a Garden Warbler transpiring to be a Blackcap.

Along wooden fence line: Hollies, Clematis, and Honeysuckle planted far enough away to allow for mowing and
maintenance access at rear.
Hedge to be limited at wood fence height.
Along ditch: Guelder Rose, Gorse, and Spindles planted
between trees.
Entrance verge to have wild flowers added at later date.
Depending on redevelopment of Belcher Court.

Watling Lane opposite Orchard Farm between
telegraph poles 6611213 and 6611215

It’s kind of down to experience, but that’s not failsafe either. A
good tip is that Blackcap hit higher notes and often deeper
notes, whereas Garden Warblers don’t have as wide a range
of notes. But, there are regular exceptions to the rule.

•

•
•

So good luck with that one is all I can say. It does raise the
point again in these lines, though, that does it really matter
not knowing what it is, in order to enjoy the wildlife in our
gardens?

6 - 8 Fruit Trees to be planted for residents and wildlife
consumption: Damson, Greengage, Wild Plum, Apple and
Medlar.
Trees to be kept well below overhead lines.
Ground cover to remain, apart from immediate area around
trees.

I am hoping that all trees and bushes planted will be of
a reasonable size.

We get so busy, identifying, categorising and understanding,
that we often forget to just ‘be’, and just enjoy nature for what
it is, in all its glory. Nature has many answers to the trials and
tribulations we all encounter through life. To understand it is
good, but is that really important at the end of the day?
Happy Gardening

Stuart Mabbutt
Wildlife Gardening Specialist
www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
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VICTORIA DYDE
Curtains and Soft Furnishings
Challis Farm
High Street
Long Wittenham
Abingdon
Oxon, OX14 4QH

01865 407197

mcknight1967@gmail.com

T.W Hayden
Heating Services
Tel: 01865340720
Mobile: 07813904055
E-mail: Twhayden@tiscali.co.uk
All plumbing and heating works undertaken.
Free estimates.
15 Fane Drive, Berinsfield,
Wallingford, Oxford, OX10 7NB
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12

T

he abbey was an important part of
Sheila’s life and our children and I
decided that if we tried to go anywhere
else, she would not have come.
But I think she definitely is here, Judith
with her special powers can confirm this.
It has been a difficult few months. We
went through the stage of ‘why is this
happening to us?’ but Sheila thought she
had a good life and a fulfilled life. We
spent time thinking about the things we
had done and the places we had been to.
She was happy that our children were
doing the things that they wanted to do
and still had time for her, although she
worried that our grandchildren might forget
her. That is not going to happen.
She worried about me, as usual, and I did
not understand why, as usual, but she
always thought about other people.
She was sustained by her faith, but
although that was meaningful to her the
thing that moved her along was other
people and how she related to them. She
reached out to people. She reached out

Sheila Arthur
1945-2017

There were a few.

The reaching out that she did was not
constrained by physical presence, she
and her friend in New Zealand were
close, it was a highlight when we went to
visit her. Neither was it constrained by the
fact that they were no longer alive on this
planet. One of the things she said was
that at least our son James could have
some of her attention now. Then she had
a sudden thought and said ‘perhaps I
have to go and sort him out’. I did not
to everyone, irrespective of their own
know whether to feel sadness or sympathy
religion, their nation, their beliefs and
for him.
their inclinations. And she continued to
read the Daily Mail, which confused me When we were out walking together she
but we have established that that is easily would often tell me who had accompanied
done.
us, perhaps her mother or mine, or our
son, or her dad with one of the dogs.
When she left her job in publishing and
They were all still with her.
worked as a volunteer on the helpdesk for
Age Concern, as it was then, it was as if So, I will ask one thing of you, if I may.
she had found what she was supposed to The next time you are walking along a
do in life. She used her own experience quiet beach somewhere, let her walk with
to advise people, and in giving them infor- you for a while. She would like that.
mation about the help available she let
them understand that she really cared From the tribute given in Dorchester Abbey
about them and their families. Mostly.

Earth Trust
June events

Little Explorers
Thursday 1 June, 10.00am-11.30am
Sensory buggy/sling walk for babies and toddlers. We will use
our senses to learn about the natural world around us – stopping
to smell, touch, taste, listen and look! £4 suggested donation
per child; accompanying adult(s) free.

images of wildlife. There are a series of workshops running
throughout the next few months – book one or more as a
course: first workshop £80, subsequent workshops 15% off.
Booking
essential:
01865
407792
or
online
at
www.earthtrust.org.uk/whatson (incurs a booking fee).

Intermediate Wildlife Photography
Sunday 18 June, 10.00am-3.00pm
In each of these workshops professional photographer Andrew
Walmsley will cover a different aspect of photography so you
can build up a more in-depth knowledge. This workshop will
cover cataloguing and pressing. Book one or more as a course
for a discount: first workshop £80, subsequent workshops 15%
Sunday Drop-in: Forest School Fun
off. Booking essential: 01865 407792 or online at
Sunday 4 June, 10.00am-2.00pm
Come and explore the woods and get creative in the great out- www.earthtrust.org.uk/whatson (incurs a booking fee).
doors. £4 suggested donation per child, accompanying adult(s)
As always, more information can be found on our website
free.
www.earthtrust.org.uk. All events take place at the Earth Trust,
Natural Dyeing
Little Wittenham, OX14 4QZ unless otherwise stated.
Sunday 11 June, 10.00am-4.00pm
Discover the wide range of plants that can produce dye and
learn how to extract and fix the colour. £40; booking essential:
01865 407792 or online at www.earthtrust.org.uk/whatson
(incurs a booking fee).
Discover and Play
Friday 2 June, 10.00am-12.00noon
Forest School fun for the under-5s. Join us for a morning of
play and discovery in our woodlands. £4 suggested donation
per child, accompanying adult(s) free.

Bats of the Clumps
Friday 16 June, 7.00pm-8.30pm
Take a peek into the mysterious world of these amazing animals...
Meet some bats and enjoy an informative talk by Dave
Endacott from Oxfordshire Bat Group. £8 per adult, £4 per
child; booking essential: 01865 407792 or online at
www.earthtrust.org.uk/whatson (incurs a booking fee).
Beginners Wildlife Photography
Saturday 17 June, 10.00am-3.00pm
Professional photographer Andrew Walmsley will help you get
to grips with your camera and provide guidance on capturing
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BCP level 3 certified teacher specialising in back & joint care,
sports rehab, pre & post natal and
Parkinsons Disease
Beginners and Mixed Ability Classes in Benson
and Dorchester On Thames
121 sessions available for personalised
programmes
To book contact Claire on 07801 298 978
www.millstreampilates.co.uk

claire@millstreampilates.co.uk
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Thank
you!
Together we
raised over

£40,000!
Whether you organised a whole event or poured tea, moved
stuff or took ticket money, cooked for artists, directed traffic,
made cake, manned the bars, helped with marketing,
abseiled, sponsored, made a scarecrow, danced on custard or
simply came along and had fun—we couldn’t have done it
without you!

“We as a family in various numbers have danced the
night away, made cake, ate cake, sold cake, sang,
laughed in the comedy night and trailed after scarecrows,
raced ducks, watched our youngest in song school concert
full of pride, watched and participated in Out of the Blue
who were amazing, got Welly our old dog a prize in the
dog show, made houses for insects, gone up the bell tower,
made & flew paper airplanes, spoke to so many people
and seen so many talented artists and eaten some lovely
food. Not only this but all in a cause very close to our heart”

Take a look at the full photo gallery at
www.dorchesterfestival.com (and
PLEASE email your photos and video to
festival@dorchester-abbey.org.uk)
15

Dorchester News

June 2017

Scarecrow Trail
Thanks to the hard work of
lots of villagers (and their
families), we had 25 scarecrows – all from children’s books – dotted around Dorchester
during this year’s festival.
219 maps were sold in total which means, including entry money,
the scarecrow trail raised £563 for the Abbey and Sue Ryder
Nettlebed – nearly £200 more than the first scarecrow trail in
2015!

Dorchester Festival 2019
We’re already thinking of themes for the next scarecrow trail.
The theme needs to be broad with lots of scope for interpretation.
We’ve had movies and children’s books so far. Let the Sadlers
know if you have a preference.

•
•
•

Song titles
Sports, pastimes and hobbies
Jobs

Thank you to Cyd for selling maps, donating a voucher, and
taking in entries and answers at Lily’s Tea Room. And thank
you to all the volunteers who sold maps at the festival tea tent.
But most of all thank you to the scarecrow makers for all their
ideas and hard work.

Winners
11 people guessed all 25 scarecrows correctly so we pulled a
winner out of the hat: Max Havers-Wright (aged 6), who is living
with his grandma on Watling Lane and is looking forward to
spending his voucher in Lily’s Tea Room. Apparently Max was
adamant that the scarecrow on Malthouse Lane was Benjamin
Bunny and not Peter Rabbit – he recognised the hat!

May your hungry caterpillars be well-nourished and forever sated,
and your Stick Men be back in the Stick Family tree.

Julia Sadler

We asked scarecrow hunters to name their favourite scarecrow.
The most popular scarecrow was the Line family’s
amazing Wind in the Willows in Beechcroft (23).
Gorgeous, with so much attention to detail. Denise and family have won a voucher to spend at
Wallingford Butchers.

23

Denise wanted to show ‘what could be achieved
with recycled materials. All clothing came from
charity shops or loaned form friends.

20

Rick & Claire’s Tin Tin (12) and Liz, Glyn, Tom
and Megan Smith’s Aliens Love Underpants (8)
came second and third – well deserved!

The Answers
1

A Series of Unfortunate Events

2

The Magic Faraway Tree

3

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (Narnia)

4

Harry Potter

5

Room on the Broom

6

The Very Hungry Caterpillar

7

Alice in Wonderland

8

Aliens Love Underpants

9

Stick Man

10

Winnie the Pooh

11

Stick Man

12

Tintin

13

Jack and the Beanstalk

14

The Very Hungry Caterpillar

15

James and the Giant Peach

16

Pippi Longstocking

17

The Very Hungry Caterpillar

18

The Tale of Benjamin Bunny

19

The Tale of Peter Rabbit

20

The Cat in the Hat

21

The Very Hungry Caterpillar

22

Wind in the Willows

23

Wind in the Willows

24

The Magic Roundabout

25

Noddy and Big Ears
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14
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The first event was the Masquerade Bash,
with 250 people seated in the marquee.

Painted ducks were let loose in the
Thame, for others to catch, and dogs
were proudly shown off at the Dog
Show.

4

19

17

18

7
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The Mad Hatter’s
Tea Party...

Entertainment for
children...
...messy science…
...pedal cars in the Abbey…
...or singing with Nick Cope...

...Out Of The Blue in the Abbey...

...or a tour of Dorchester...

...everyone had a good time.

Dorchester News June 2017
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Opened by Sophie Grigson...

The Food and Gift Fair

...there was street food...
Photo: Shuttr Media

Photo: Shuttr Media

...there were lots of stalls...

Photo: Shuttr Media

...there was entertainment...

...there were lots of stalls...

Photo: Shuttr Media

Photo: Shuttr Media

Photo: Shuttr Media

...and there was relief.
...there were cookery demonstrations...

Cookery demonstrations,
clockwise from top left, Christine Wallace, Claire Andersson, Nick Galer and Mrs Bun.
Sophie Grigson also gave a
demonstration.
Festival pictures courtesy of
A Budd, I Brace, S and N Forman,
R Mills, and J Sadler unless
otherwise stated.

19

At the end of the two days Diana
Vass, Liz Jones and Gabriella
Putnam of the Food and Gift Fair
organising team, finally relax.
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Photo by Nick Forman
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A local supporter, Robert, has seen the
Footsteps children around the village of
Dorchester, and has been inspired to
fundraise for us. He has cycled and
Summer Fundraising Fun! This month we walked the Ridgeway for Footsteps
wanted to share the inspirational stories
Foundation with his brothers and sons in
of some of our fabulous fundraisers. honour of his 60th birthday! What a great
Individuals just like you and me, with
way to mark the occasion!
busy lives and lots going on but who
A mum that lives locally called in to give
have been touched by Footsteps in some
us her children’s penny jar - they had
saved up their own pocket money too,
when they heard about the boys and girls
at Footsteps that find it hard to walk…
what kind-hearted children!
Another local supporter Liz does an
annual Safari Supper to raise hundreds
of pounds for our small charity, while the
whole village of North Moreton enjoys the
mobile supper-club and meeting with
neighbours – thanks Liz!

us with our fundraising so that other
children can get the same support that
he does. His whole family came to help
when we did an Easter bucket collection
at Waitrose Wallingford and he also did
some fundraising at his primary school in
Didcot – Well done Gethin!
Jimmy competed in an amateur boxing
tournament in a big charity ‘Fight-Night’
in London – his niece Cerys has been
helped greatly by the Footsteps therapy
and so he said he wanted to give something back. Amazing!
‘When I first started at Footsteps I was
walking with a walker, and then with
sticks, and now, all thanks to Footsteps, I
am walking a few steps by myself. Thank
you for helping me reach my goal.’ Emily
aged 13

One of our charity ambassadors,
James Gesner of James Gesner
Estate agents has been raising funds
for Footsteps Foundation through
large golf tournaments and this year
decided to run the London marathon
for us as well! He is a star!

way and motivated to get out there,
spread the word, and raise funds so that
we can carry on helping disabled children
from around the UK, get the best possible
A young man that comes to Footsteps
start in life.
– Gethin Keymer- has been helping
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Parish Council

Local Government

Monthly Meeting - June
The June meeting will take place in the back room of the Village
Hall on Wednesday 14 June commencing at 7.30pm. The
Agenda will be posted on Village notice boards and on the
Parish Council section of the Village website –
www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk - three clear days in
advance of the meeting. All Parish Council Meetings are open
to the public. A resident who wishes to raise any matter of
concern is welcome to do so at the start of the meeting.

The 6-week public consultation period for our Pre-submission
Neighbourhood Development Plan has now ended. Thank
you to all of those residents, village organisations, businesses,
landowners and public bodies who have responded with their
comments. Generally, these have been very positive, some
were flatteringly so. There have been many constructive
comments that will take us some time to work through. It is
very encouraging for us to have the reassurance that all our
work is appreciated. I thank everyone who has responded for
taking their time and effort to read the document and send
their responses off to us.

Council Vacancy.
The co-optedl vacancy on the Parish Council announced in
last month’s Dorchester News has been filled by Mr Maurice
Day.

We will have to consider these comments and the advice and
comments from SODC and agree which we will include in the
revised document. We would expect these to be provided
later in May in which case we will try to revise the document
and re-submit it to SODC as quickly as we can for the official
Submission stage.

Contacting the Parish Council
The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The Pigeons (next to
The Fleur de Lys), 5-7 High Street, Dorchester on Thames
OX10 7HH
Telephone (during normal office hours, please, unless an
emergency) 07745 311439. Texts are always welcome.
e –mail:
parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk
Cllr Chris Hill, the Chairman of the Council, can be contacted
via
chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk

We may be able to provide a further update at the Annual
Parish Meeting on 31 May in the Village Hall.

Chris Hill

Neighbourhood Development
Steering Group

Oxfordshire County Council election
Result for Berinsfield & Garsington

More information about the Village is available at
www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk

From your county councillor…
...Lorraine Lindsay-Gale
May 2017

Result
On 4 May I was re-elected as your County Councillor with a
majority of 1,054, which represents 55% of the vote. I am really
pleased to be able to represent you once again, and would like
to thank everyone who supported me.

Neighbourhood
Development Plan

No of
votes

Name

Party

Elizabeth Lorraine Lindsay-Gale

The Conservative
Party

1579

Green Party

543

Liberal Democrats

418

Labour & Cooperative Party

348

Robin Francis Bennett
Simon Geoffrey Davenport
Thompson
Evelyne Godfrey
Turnout 37%

Whether you voted for me or not I will continue to work hard for
everyone in my Division which covers Dorchester, Warborough,
Shillingford, Newington, Stadhampton, Chiselhampton, Drayton
St Leonard, Berinsfield, Burcot, Clifton Hampden, Culham,
Nuneham Courtenay, Marsh Baldon, Toot Baldon, Garsington
and Sandford-on-Thames.
The Conservative Party has retained control of the Council by
joining into an alliance with two independent members as we
did before, and I have been re-appointed to the Cabinet by the
Leader, Cllr Ian Hudspeth. I will continue to drive our Asset
Management and Property Portfolio, our Cultural & Community
Services, and in addition I have taken over the County Council’s Transformation Programme.
Please get in touch if I can help in any way.

Overall composition of Oxfordshire
County Council following the May 2017
election. 32 seats are
required for an overall majority.

Source: OCC website: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/

23

Dorchester News

June 2017

Bell Motors
Behind H Cafe at the Berinsfield roundabout
MOT’s while you wait
£15 discount on MOT’s when you quote this advert

On site MOT bay and Workshops.
All makes and models catered for
Need a service give us a call.
Electronic diagnostics:~ engine management, ABS, air bags all
undertaken.
Need a SERVICE. (10 % discount when you quote this advert)
We supply and fit exhausts, brakes, batteries
We will carry out any MOT work required. (tyres and air con
please call for quote)
Free collection of your vehicle,
or we will take you home and collect you upon completion.
We will come out for breakdowns/recovery as needed.
Welding, you break it we will try and repair it, and not just
your car!!
Garden machinery not starting we may be able to help?
All credit and debit cards welcome.

MOT`s 01865 341039
WORKSHOP 01865 341155
MOBILE 07931970392
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Nearly three million older people struggling financially
despite billions going unclaimed
Nearly three million over-65s –
that’s one in four – are struggling financially, according to new
research from Age UK, despite an estimated £3.5 billion in
Pension Credit and Housing Benefit alone going unclaimed
each year.
With the latest government figures showing that pensioner poverty
is on the rise – with 1.9 million pensioners now living below the
poverty line – Age UK Oxfordshire is urging older people to
get in touch to find out if they’re entitled to some extra
financial support.
The government’s latest figures show that one in 10 people
aged 65+ would not be able to pay an unexpected expense of
£200, to replace a broken washing machine for example. Yet
millions of older people who are struggling to survive on a low
income could be entitled to benefits such as Pension Credit,
which has slightly increased this month and could provide a
much-needed boost to their weekly income if claimed. In fact, if
people who are eligible for Pension Credit make a claim, it
could increase their income by an average of £42 a week –
that’s £2,184 a year.

Attendance Allowance. Attendance allowance is a state benefit
paid to disabled people who need constant care at home.
Penny Thewlis, Chief Executive at Age UK Oxfordshire, said:
‘Managing on a low, fixed income is really tough, and many
people face a daily struggle just to afford the basics. That’s
why is it so important that every older person who is entitled to
claim benefits does so. Every day Age UK Oxfordshire helps
people to claim what they are entitled to, and every day we
hear how much of a difference the money makes, how surprised
people are by how straightforward the process is with the help
of an adviser, and how much less they have to worry about
everyday bills.
‘It is shameful that despite millions of older people struggling
financially, around £3.5 billion in money benefits remains
unclaimed every year when this extra income could make a
huge difference to their lives. We would urge anyone who is
worried about their finances, or an older family member or
friend, to get in touch with us for free, impartial information and
advice.’

To find out if you, a friend or a relative could be missing out on
an entitlement please gather some details regarding income
Age UK Oxfordshire points to the 2011 census which details and capital then contact Age UK Oxfordshire’s information and
that 19,600 of those over 65 in Oxfordshire state that they advice helpline on 0345 450 1276.
‘struggle with day-to-day activities a lot’ but only 68% claim

St Mary’s Dental Practice

Dr Ash Ratti (BDS Hons) Kings College London
www.stmarysdental.co.uk

21a St Mary’s Street
Wallingford Oxon OX10 0EW
Tel 01491 825252
We are a family orientated Practice located in the centre of
Wallingford providing care and consideration from all
members of my team to help provide you with all aspects of
your dental requirements.

For further information, or make an appointment,
please call my Receptionist on 01491 825252
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F

ollowing the performance
of Bach’s inspiring St John
Passion in March, our next
concert is entitled ‘Byways of
Beethoven’ and will include:
Mass in C (Op 86)
Choral Fantasia (Op 80) - Solo Piano
Anita D'Attellis
Halleluia (Op 85) from Christ on the Mount
of Olives

Benson Choral Society
Concert
10 June

The great Ludwig van Beethoven (1770–
1827) embraced, developed and sometimes transformed all the musical categories
of his time. In choral music, we think
immediately of the epic Missa Solemnis
and the Choral Symphony – but after
that? He did write a number of smaller
scale choral works and we explore some
of these in this concert.
The Choral Fantasia for choir, solo piano
and orchestra was composed at speed, to
The Mass in C has been likened to Haydn’s be performed at a famous concert in Vienna
late masses, as it was for Prince Nicolaus in December 1808, a concert which also
II of Esterházy. Following Haydn’s model, featured the first performances of his
Beethoven abandoned the sectional treat- Symphonies Nos 5 and 6, his 4th Piano
ment of the 18th century mass, integrating Concerto, and extracts from the Mass in
the soloists into almost symphonic extended C. Its glittering piano introduction sets the
movements. It has many attractive
mood for a pleasant, light-hearted work
moments, and is altogether a well-crafted with a final chorus extolling harmony,
and enjoyable work.
peace and love, with clear hints of the last
movement of the Choral Symphony yet to
come.
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Beethoven’s only oratorio is on the theme
of Christ’s Passion. It has fallen out of
favour in more recent times, but its biggest
chorus, Hallelujah, has acquired a life of
its own, and well deserves an outing.
Christopher Walker will be the conductor,
the Elgar Orchestra will be adding their
usual sparkle to the concert, and distinguished soloists include: Helen Withers –
Soprano, Serenna Wagner - Mezzo Soprano,
Philip Tebb – Bass and Paul Smy Tenor.
‘There is much to enjoy in this programme,
and it is always a particular musical treat
to include the wonderful playing of our
accompanist Anita D’Attellis as soloist in
our concerts.’
The concert takes place at Dorchester
Abbey on June 10 and commences at
7.30 p.m.
Tickets may be purchased from Stephanie
Martin. Ring her (evenings only) on
01865 407395 or email her on
bensonchoral@gmail.com. Tickets are
also available on the door or from choir
members. Prices are as usual, £15, £12
(reserved) and £10 (unreserved).

Sense and Sensibility: a concert
celebrating Jane Austen
Saturday 17 June, 7.30 pm
Dorchester Abbey,

Celebrating the life and times of Jane Austen with an evening
of music from her era and pieces from her own music archive,
recently digitised by Southampton University.
This year marks the bicentenary of Jane Austen’s death just a
stone’s throw from the Cathedral grounds in Winchester
where she is buried. Join Winchester’s Waynflete Singers in
the inspirational space of Dorchester Abbey, together with
acclaimed pianist Roger Owens for a special, summer evening
concert in honour of this Hampshire Lady.
There will be readings from Jane’s own works throughout the
evening given by Sheila Forbes, and Roger Owens will play
Chopin’s Scherzo in C sharp minor and Mozart’s Rondo in D,
both works contemporary with the period.
The Choir will sing a miscellany of English songs, seven of
which are taken directly from Jane’s Austen’s collection.
They will also perform Elgar’s Songs from the Bavarian Highlands and Moeran’s sumptuous Songs of Springtime.
The evening will be under the direction of Winchester Cathedral’s
Director of Music, Andrew Lumsden.
Tickets are £15 unreserved (£12 students and children),
available online through www.ticketsource.co.uk/waynflete
and on the door on the evening itself.
‘Without music, life would be a blank to me’ – Jane Austen,
Emma.

27

Dorchester News

June 2017

Dorchester News June 2017

28

This May, Dorchester was fortunate
enough to have two artists showing
their creations. Although the
shows were close to each other in
the High Street, their work is very
different. Sophia Stewart-Liberty
is a water-colour painter who says
that she uses her medium to
capture atmosphere through light,
colour and pattern. Of this, her
first opening for Oxfordshire Art
weeks, she said:
‘It’s been a wonderful experience opening my house for
Art Weeks. I’ve had a steady
stream of people dropping in,
many of whom have said
some lovely things about my
paintings. Thank you to everyone who came: it was a
pleasure to meet you all, and
it’s buoyed me up with renewed conviction to paint on
towards my next show.
Meanwhile, if anyone has a
view that is special to them
that they would like immortalised in paint, I’m happy to
have a go. If anyone missed
the show, but is interested in
my work, my website is:
sophiastewartliberty.com’
Emma Louise Corry’s work is more familiar
to us, having been featured before in Dorchester News, and nor is she a stranger to
Oxfordshire Art Weeks.

ing decorative and useful items for the
home, each of which is unique. Emma,
too, had a busy Art Weeks exhibition, estimating up to 100 people a day coming to
see her creations. Her work is available to
Her art emanates from her sewing machine
buy on www.Folksy.com
which she uses to make a range of charm-
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This is a message from Thames Valley Alert on
behalf of Action Fraud (National Fraud Intelligence
Bureau)

Key Protect advice for individuals:

•

Install system and application updates on all devices as
soon as they become available.

Following the ransomware cyber attack on Friday 12 May which
• Install anti-virus software on all devices and keep it updated.
affected the NHS and is believed to have affected other
organisations globally, the City of London Police’s National
• Create regular backups of your important files to a device
Fraud Intelligence Bureau has issued an alert urging
(such as an external hard drive or memory stick) that isn’t left
both individuals and businesses to follow protection advice
connected to your computer as any malware infection could
immediately and in the coming days.
spread to that too.
Ransomware is a form of malicious software (Malware) that
Only install apps from official app stores, such as Google’s Play
enables cyber criminals to remotely lock down files on your
Store, or Apple’s App Store as they offer better levels of protection
computer or mobile device. Criminals will use ransomware to
than some 3rd party stores. Jailbreaking, rooting, or disabling
extort money from you (a ransom), before they restore access
any of the default security features of your device will make it
to your files. There are many ways that ransomware can infect
more susceptible to malware infections.
your device, whether it be a link to a malicious website in an
unsolicited email, or through a security vulnerability in a piece of
Phishing/smishing
software you use.
Fraudsters may exploit this high profile incident and use it as
Key Protect messages for businesses to protect themselves part of phishing/smishing campaigns. We urge people to be
cautious if they receive any unsolicited communications from
from ransomware:
the NHS. The protect advice for that is the following:

•

Install system and application updates on all devices as
soon as they become available.

•

Install anti-virus software on all devices and keep it updated.

Create regular backups of your important files to a device that
isn’t left connected to your network as any malware infection
could spread to that too.
The National Cyber Security Centre’s technical guidance
includes specific software patches to use that will prevent
uninfected computers on your network from becoming infected with the “WannaCry” Ransomware: https://
www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/ransomware-latest-ncsc-guidance

•

An email address can be spoofed. Don’t open attachments
or click on the links within any unsolicited emails you receive,
and never respond to emails that ask for your personal or financial
details.

•

The sender’s name and number in a text message can be
spoofed, so even if the message appears to be from an
organisation you know of, you should still exercise caution,
particularly if the texts are asking you to click on a link or call a
number.
Don’t disclose your personal or financial details during a cold
call, and remember that the police and banks will never ring you
and ask you to verify your PIN, withdraw your cash, or transfer
your money to another “safe” account.

For additional in-depth technical guidance on how to protect
your organisation from ransomware, details can be found here: If you have been a victim of fraud or cyber crime, please
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/protecting-your-organisation- report it to Action Fraud at
ransomware
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/

Dorchester News online

Chiropodist

Remember that Dorchester News is available to download
from the Abbey website each month (go to the homepage at:
www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk and click on Dorchester
News) and from the village website (go to www.dorchesteron-thames.co.uk and click on the Dorchester News tab).

Third Thursday of each month,
1.00–4.00pm
Village Hall (back room)
15 June
For an appointment, Jo Bennett,
07903 133469
Cost £15
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Remind your friends and family who have moved away from
the village that they can catch up with what’s going on in
Dorchester.
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What’s on in Wallingford

Agatha Christie Weekend
The fourth Agatha Christie Weekend will be held
throughout Wallingford and Cholsey from Friday 8
to Sunday 10 September 2017.
This is an event which is growing each year and attracts tourists
from afar as well as being of interest to local residents.
Last year's programme can still be viewed online at:
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk/agatha-christie-weekend

Wallingford Historical &
Archæological Society

If you would like to be involved, please contact Judy Dewey
on 01491 651127 or judy@piepowder.co.uk

'The view from above:
Lidar and Aerial Photographs
of Wallingford and beyond'

Judy Dewey

Dr Edward Carpenter will talk at the Wallingford Historical &
Archaeological Society (TWHAS) about Lidar and aerial
photography of Wallingford. Edward is an Investigator with
Historic England, and joined the Royal Commission on the
Historical Monuments of England in 1998. Since 2002 he has
been involved in a number of multi-period aerial surveys
across England and has a particular interest in the various
ways that these landscapes or the individual monuments within
them are perceived.

Wallingford Museum
Wallingford Walks
Guided Historic Town Walks now take place
every Saturday morning until 30 September, starting from the
Town Hall at 11.00am. Walks last 1 - 2 hours and cost £5 per
head, money which will be donated to support Wallingford
Museum.
These are general walks covering the rich history of the town,
but also touching on the links with Agatha Christie and
'Midsomer Murders'. They will appeal to residents and visitors
alike.

Archaeological aerial survey has proved to be invaluable in the
discovery and understanding of past landscapes. In particular,
the identification of crop marks of buried features has led to
the discovery of many thousands of archaeological sites over
the last 100 years. More recently, airborne laser scanning,
also known as lidar, has allowed aerial archaeologists to see
beneath the trees. Lidar has revealed extensive archaeological
earthworks hidden within woodland, but it has also shown that
even in open ground slight earthworks may still survive. This
talk will show what we can see on lidar and aerial photographs.
Edward will use examples from across England, but will
concentrate on Wallingford and the surrounding area. He will
also consider what can be seen on some of the freely available
aerial resources and how to interpret what they reveal.

There’s no need to book, just turn up!
Alternatively, if you’d like to organise a Town Walk like this for
your group / society / school at a different time, then please
contact Philip Burton on 01491 836200 or
pburton6@talktalk.net

Philip Burton
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

Wallingford Festival of Cycling

This talk will be held on Wednesday 14th June, 7.45 for
8.00pm, at St Mary’s Church, Wallingford. Visitors (£4) are
most welcome.
www.twhas.org.uk

16 July 2017
WFOC will be hosting two of the country’s most prestigious
road races for under 18s in the British Cycling Calendar this
year, along with several community rides and town centre
racing. The organisers are working in partnership with Wallingford Town Council, South Oxford District Council, Oxfordshire County Council, British Cycling and several local and
regional cycling clubs and volunteers to make this event happen. Please visit their website to find out about all the other
activities the festival has to offer on the day - www.wfoc.co.uk

Wallingford Country Market
Every Friday in the Regal Centre
8.30am – 12.00noon

‘Friday, 30 June – ‘The Great Biscuit Bake’, to include the
Windsor Collection (with tasting)

Roads affected will be in Wallingford Town Centre and on the
route of the men and women’s National Junior road
race. This will include at various times of the day: the Reading Road, the A4130, the A4074 between Shillingford roundabout and Oxford Road (Woodcote), Woodcote Road, South
Stoke Road to Goring, Shillingford Bridge, Shillingford Road
and Castle Street.

All our usual home-baked, home-grown, and home-crafted
items on sale, as well as preserves, local honey and
eggs. Do come and visit us soon’
If you are interested in joining our friendly team of producers,
why not visit us one Friday morning and speak with
the Market Manager or, telephone: 01491 681596

More details next month.
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What’s on in Wallingford

CORN EXCHANGE UPSTAIRS (entrance in Mousey Lane,
directions in foyer box office)
Friday 2: (The) Mirror. In Russian and Spanish with English
subtitltes
Tuesday 6th: Never on Sunday (PG). In English/Greek/
Russian with subtitles
Tickets for all screenings can be booked at the box office
01491 825000 or online at www.cornexchange.org.uk

What’s On
June
The Corn Exchange will be closed from Sunday, June 11
for roof replacement and other work. It will re-open in
October.
As we go to press, the amount in the Roof Appeal kitty is in
excess of £300,000, well on track to hit the target of £500,000.
The work will entail replacing the 160-year-old building’s old
and faulty glass roof with aluminium sheets. At the same time,
improvements will be made to onstage facilities and auditorium
heating and ventilation.

Corn Exchange Roof Appeal
Riverside Garden Party
17 June 2017

Wallingford’s Corn Exchange closes this month for major
building works but, as the saying goes: the show must go
on! And to add cash to the fundraising coffers, a summer
Garden Party has been organised at a glorious riverside
setting on the outskirts of Wallingford.

Meanwhile, the programme until the temporary closure is:
Cinema: Performances start at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated
Jun
Thurs 1 Lady Macbeth (15)
Fri 2
Sat 3

Mindhorn (15)
Mindhorn (15)

Sun 4

Miss Sloane (15)

Mon 5

Miss Sloane (15)

Tues 6
Wed 7

McClaren (12A)
A Dog’s Purpose (PG)

Thurs 8
Fri 9

TBA
Take That ’Wonderful’ Live from the O2 at 8.00pm

Sat 10

Peter Pan NT Live 2.30am

Sat 10

O Brother Where Art Thou Free screening with
music session in the bar afterwards music session
in the bar afterwards. Collection for the
Roof Appeal

Some speakers enthral their audience by
their deep knowledge of their subject;
others enchant with charm and humour.
Robin Oakley of Dorchester enthralled
and enchanted his audience when he
spoke on ‘How Personality has taken over
Politics’. As political editor of the BBC,
and European Correspondent for CNN,
Robin was, from Reagan's days to Blair's,
at the very centre of domestic and world
events. He entertained us hugely with
sharp, sometimes sharpened, anecdotes
about the Great and the Good, but always
with the generosity of spirit that many of
us remembered from his broadcast
commentaries. However, he was also
very serious. A media man to the marrow
he is concerned, now, about the interaction
between the media and politics. Focus
groups and special advisors are now concerned more with immediacy and short
term gain, and he fears politics is becoming
shallow and trivialised. He suggested that
Bernie Sanders and Jeremy Corbyn who
have attempted discussion of ideas,
appeal to the young, for whom this, increasingly, is a novelty. In the absence of
genuine political debate the media now
encourages ‘sound bites’ and concen-
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Corn Exchange and Sinodun Players supporters John and
Elizabeth Gordon have kindly offered to host this special
event on the sweeping lawns of their home on Saturday 17
June at 3.30pm.
Guests will be welcomed with a glass of bubbly followed by a
sumptuous afternoon tea, while being regaled throughout
with a soundscape of beautiful music. Entertainment, to be enjoyed while quaffing a glass of wine in the large marquee, will
include a one-act comedy, Sixty-Love, written by Sinodun Player Mike Rowbottom and which is the Players’ entry in this
year’s drama festivals in Henley and Abingdon.
Tickets to the event, which is open to all members of the public,
are £15 available from www.cornexchange.org.uk.
More information, including location details, from Julie Utley,
julieutley@aol.com or 01491 834987.

Wallingford U3A
trates on soap opera style trivia: How
does he eat a bacon sandwich? How
does she manage chips? Tie patterns?
Shoe styles? Increasingly, now, the question is less ' What do they believe?' than
‘Will they look good on TV?' Attlee, definitely, would not have had a look in! Deference has declined, which might be a
good thing, but he fears that respect is
also declining, and that cannot be. Faced
with Government by Twitter, with uncontrolled and unverifiable information on
social media, with 24 hour news bulletins
desperately looking for something new to
say, Robin Oakley asked us to consider,
among other things, the future of democracy if journalists, instead of reporting and
analysing it are now instrumental in creating ‘news’. A brilliant, wholly fascinating
afternoon in uncountable ways.
Future Speakers:
June 7 Tony Hadland. The turbulent lifetime of Thomas Vachell.

32

July 5 Timothy Walker. Tenerife - A botanical honey pot and evolutionary laboratory.
Our meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of each month at 2.00pm in
Crowmarsh Village Hall. Visitors are
always made welcome. Drop by for the
talk, tea and biscuits. see what you think.
Outings: June 17
Lunch and matinee
at Sonning Mill: Don't Dress for Dinner
June 21:The Mary Rose Portsmouth
There are still a couple of places on our
five day holiday in Shropshire from 13
July. We will stay at a 4 star Telford Hotel
and Golf Resort. The Group is a cheerful
mix of singles and couples. There is a
programme of visits in the area. Lots of
laughter guaranteed. For more information
about outings and the holiday phone
Eileen 01491 825156
For more information about what we do,
about our various interest groups and
activities please google: U3A Wallingford.
To talk to someone then please phone
Hermione on 01865 858024 or Jill on
01491 835994
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Fri
2 June

Charity Quiz Evening
Village Hall
7.30pm
(see p21)

Sat
3 June

Dorchester Cricket Club
Dorchester ll v Kennington ll
Recreation Ground

Sun
4 June

Pentecost
8.00am
Holy Communion (1662)
(Canon Sue Booys)
10.30am
Sung Eucharist
2.30pm Beacon Event

Wed
7 June

Sat
10 June

WI

Mary Reaugh
‘It All Started on the 4th July’
2.30pm
Village Hall (Back room)
Dorchester Cricket Club
Dorchester v Swinbrook
Recreation Ground
Benson Choral Society
Concert
Dorchester Abbey
7.30pm (see p26)

Sun
11 June

Trinity Sunday
8.00 am
Holy Communion (1662)
(Revd Marcus Braybrooke )
10.30am
Sung Eucharist
12.00noon
Baptism

Tues
13 June

10.15am
Short Communion

Wed
14 June

Parish Council
Monthly meeting
7.30pm
Village Hall

Fri 23
June

DADS
Agatha Crusty and the
Village Hall Murders
Village Hall
7.45pm

Sat
24 June

Dorchester Historical Society
Visit to Whitchurch Silk Mill and
Winchester
Depart 9.00am
Bridge End
Dorchester Cricket Club
Dorchester ll v Steventon ll
Recreation Ground

Thurs
Classic Car Show,
15 June George Hotel
1.00-4.00pm

DADS
Agatha Crusty and the
Village Hall Murders
Village Hall
7.45pm

Chiropodist
Village Hall (see p30)
Sat
Dorchester Cricket Club
17 June Dorchester ll v Uffington ll
Recreation Ground
Wayneflete Singers
Concert
Dorchester Abbey
7.30pm (see p27)

Sun
25 June

10.30am
Ordination

Sun
Trinity 1
18 June 8.00 am
Holy Communion (1662)
(Revd Caroline King)
10.30am
Family Service

Trinity 2
8.00am
Holy Communion (1662)
(Revd Jon Roberts)

Tuesday

Coffee in the Abbey
10.30am-12noon
Bellringing Practice
7.30 pm Abbey
Fishmonger
9.30am to 9.50am by War
Memorial (p.6)

Wednesday

Holy Communion at
Berinsfield Church
9.30am
Song School
Dorchester Abbey
5.00pm

Thursday

Baby & Toddler Group
9.30am – 11.00am
Village Hall: (term time only)

Friday

Choir Practice
7.00pm Abbey

5.00pm
Evensong
Mon
2.30pm
19 June Service at The Close
Wed
DADS
21 June Agatha Crusty and the
Village Hall Murders
Village Hall
7.45pm (see back page)
Thurs
Service at the Cheshire Home
22 June 11.30am
DADS
Agatha Crusty and the
Village Hall Murders
Village Hall
7.45pm

Regular events also appear in the Parish
Council’s website:
www.dorchesteronthames

Parish Registers
Funerals
25 April

Sheila Arthur

Church services in the Abbey appear in red.
More details can be found at :

www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk
For details of services at St Birinus RC
Church go to:

www.stbirinus.co.uk
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Contacting the police
To report a non-emergency crime, or to give
information to Thames Valley Police, call 101.
Alternatively, call Crimestoppers anonymously on
0800 555111. In the event of an emergency dial
999.

Health Services

Direct Line to Urgent
Local Health Services
Dial 111 to access urgent local NHS health care
services. Where possible, they will book you an
appointment or transfer you to the people you need to
speak to or send an ambulance if they think you need
one. For non-urgent health needs you should contact
your GP in the usual way.
Minor Injuries
The Minor Injuries Unit at Abingdon Hospital,
Marcham Road, daily from 10.00 am to 10.30 pm:
01865 903476.
A&E
The nearest A&E units are at the John Radcliffe
Hospital in Oxford (01865 741166) and the Royal
Berkshire in Reading (01183 225111)
Surgeries
Berinsfield Health Centre: 01865 340558
Clifton Hampden: 01865 407888
Millstream Benson: 01491 838286

Useful Information
Animal Welfare

RSPCA (wildlife): 0300 123 0206
St Tiggywinkles animal rescue: 01844 292292
Swan Lifeline: 01753 859397

Transport

Dorchester Flyer
The Dorchester Flyer runs every Friday from
Dorchester to Wallingford at 10.15am and
12.00noon, returning at 11,40am and 1.00pm.
Tickets must be bought from Lily’s in advance.
Other Bus Services
Information about bus services, both local and
national, is available from www.traveline.info,
and 0871 200 2233, which also provides
information about trains, London Underground
and Overground and ferries throughout the UK.
Oxfordshire Travel Advice Line
Free journey planning and advice for people
over 65 and those needing a high level of
support whilst travelling. 01865 323738

Age UK

The UK’s largest charity working with older
people For help and advice etc. go to
www.ageuk.org.uk

Refuse Collections
Sat 3 June
Fri 9 June
Fri 16 June
Fri 23 June

Black
Green
Black
Green
Black

Weekdays from 7.00am.
Saturdays from 6.00am.
Weekly: food waste (in biodegradable starch-based bag or
wrapped in newspaper, in green
caddy).
The recycling centre at Oakley
Wood (off the A4130) is
open.8.00am – 5.00pm seven
days a week.

Wallingford Volunteer Centre
Room Hire

Abbey Guest House Bookings
To hire the Abbey Guest House for private functions,
meetings, exhibitions, etc, contact Hilarie Rogers on
01865 340007.
Hire of Dorchester Village Hall
To hire our Village Hall, contact Tracey Francis;
bookings@dorchesteronthamesvillagehall.org.uk
or
telephone 01865 340352.
Please telephone at least 24 hours in advance to
arrange collection of the key.

Faults and Complaints

Street lighting
Report any problems with a street light to 0800
317802, available 24 hours a day. Callers will be
asked for the address of the site and the nature of the
fault.
highways and footpaths
Ring Oxfordshire Highways on 0845 3101111,
available five days a week, with a 24-hour answering
facility. Complaints can also be sent via e-mail to
southernarea@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
Blocked Drains
Ring Thames Water for blocked drains on 0800 316
9800. Callers will be asked for the postcode of the
address where the drains are blocked.
Refuse collection
If your rubbish is not collected on the due date contact
the contractor direct. Call 03000 610610 and the
website: www.morerecyling.co.uk

Berinsfield Library

Green Furlong, Berinsfield 01865 340771
Free Internet access. DVDs can be ordered.
Opening hours
Mon - closed
Tues, Wed, Fri 10.00am –12.30pm
Tues 2.00–7.00pm
Weds, Thurs 2.00–5.30pm
Fri 2.00–5.00pm
Sat 10.00am – 12.30pm

WVC Volunteers provide help for the elderly,
disabled or vulnerable, especially by giving lifts
to medical appointments at hospitals in Oxford,
Abingdon and Reading. You need to register
as a client. Contact the Centre for more
information. 01491 836345
www.wallingford.volunteercentre@gmail.com

Contacting the Parish Council

The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The
Pigeons (next to The Fleur de Lys), High
Street, Dorchester on Thames OX10 7HH;
07745 311439 (during normal office hours,
please, unless an emergency);
parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk.

Useful Contacts

Anglican Priest
Dorchester Rectory
Revd. Canon Sue Booys
01865 340007

Education Officer
Margaret Craig
01865 343164
education@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
Abbey E-mail:
admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
Contact details for Church Wardens and other
Abbey information are on the notice board in
the Abbey.
Abbey Website
www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk
Village Website
www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk
Roman Catholic Priest
The Presbytery
Fr. John Osman
Bridge End
01865 340417
www.stbirinus.co.uk
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Dorchester Abbey Museum E-mail
museum@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
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