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Talking Point 
One of my favourite television pro-
grammes is the American comedy 
series The Big Bang Theory.  It is a 
light-hearted, occasionally poignant, 
depiction of a small group of friends 
living in Pasadena, California.  These 
friends are scientific boffins, mostly 
working at the California Institute of 
Technology.  The two chief characters 
are Sheldon, who is geeky and a bit 
obsessive to say the least, and Leon-
ard, who spends a lot of his time pin-
ing for Penny, the waitress who lives 
across the hall. 
 
Besides the obvious depth of friend-
ship between the various characters, 
one of the fun things about this series 
is that the main characters are una-
shamed of having geeky pastimes.  As 
someone who loved science fiction, 
comic books, action figures, fantasy 
and computer games whilst growing 
up, I can’t help but enjoy seeing Leon-
ard and Sheldon dress as characters 
from Star Trek and go to comic book 
conventions and so on.  As a child, I 
remember having a similar obsession 
with Doctor Who—at least, when I 
wasn’t aspiring to be a robot.  Of 
course, The Big Bang Theory is funny 
because Sheldon, Leonard and their 
friends are grown-ups and not chil-
dren. 
 
Leonard and Sheldon’s obsession with 
science fiction and comic books puts 
me in mind of some of the questions I 
used to daydream about when I was a 
boy : if I could have superpowers, 
what superpowers would I have?  
Would it be more important to be able 
to fly or to be able move things with 
my mind? Which is better, super-
strength or indestructibility?  Would 
superspeed be more useful than time 
travel?  These are very important 
questions to a twelve year old boy—
and also, as it happens, to Leonard 
and Sheldon! 
 

With hindsight, I think I can see why 
comic books, superheroes, and 
science fiction were so important to 
me as a child.  They offered a pic-
ture of a world in which some of the 
human limitations to which we are 
all subject can be transcended.   
 
That was why Doctor Who was my 
absolute favourite: even if you kill 
the Doctor, he comes back with a 
different face!  But, of course, as 
adults, we know that often in life it is 
our limitations that help to shape 
who we are and what we become.  
It is because we cannot do every-
thing—because we need—that we 
are able to need one another.  A 
race of superheroes has no reason 
to grow, nothing to reach for, and 
nowhere to go. 
 
Over nineteen centuries ago, St 
Paul wrote that God’s ‘power is 
made perfect in weakness’ (2 Co-
rinthians 12:19).  This is basically a 
way of saying that we don’t need to 
transcend all of our human limita-
tions in order to be just the very 
people God wants us to be.   
 
Rather, it is through our limitations 
that we learn wisdom.  Through our 
limitations, we learn to value the 
really precious, often really fragile, 
things in life: love, peace, friend-
ship, community.   
 

Revd. Michael Lakey 

Autumn Flower Show 
5 September 

Village Hall 
See page 4  
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Dorchester News 
Editorial Team 

Ian Brace, Gail Thomas 
 

Copy Deadlines for Dorchester News 
Advert Deadlines for Dorchester News 

One week before copy deadline 

Those items in electronic form may be sent via e-mail attachment to 
dorchesternews@dorchesteronthames.co.uk. Anything people 
would like sent to newsletter editors for other churches in the 
Team should be sent to admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk by 
the 9th of the preceding month. 
 

Magazine Advertising Costs 
Why not use this parish magazine to advertise your business, 
service, function, etc? There are ten issues per year with double 
issues in July/August and in Dec/Jan.  For an eighth of a page 
the cost is £11.75, for a quarter page £23.50, for a half page 
£35.25 and just £47.00 for a full page. 
 
All charges are put towards the cost of the paper, printing and 
postage of copies being sent outside the village. You may 
supply your own advert or we can produce the advert and 
artwork for a fee. 
 

Should you wish to incorporate a logo or artwork, please supply a copy, 
preferably via e-mail: dorchesternews@dorchesteronthames.co.uk. 
One-time adverts, please send a cheque, payable to ‘Dorchester 
Abbey PCC’, to Nick Forman, Willoughby House, 73 High Street, 
Dorchester-on-Thames, OX10 7HN.  

 

Editorial 
It’s September.  So that means the Autumn Flower Show.  
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if everyone in the village entered 
something.  There are plenty of categories other than flowers—
cakes, jam, photography and art.  The Flower Show has been 
such an part of village life for so long that we should all embrace 
it and enjoy it.  Read all about it on page 4. 
 
Our environment is continually changing or under threat of 
change.  On page 23 there are accounts of potential gravel pits, 
being fought off by PAGE; likely closure of waste recycling 
centres including our nearest at Oakley Wood; possible changes 
to Sunday trading hours, and what looks likely to be the end of 
bus services through the village, and what the Parish Council is 
planning to come next.   
 
In the face of these changes we should celebrate continuity.  
There are the DADS productions—their hilarious Man of the 
Moment recently (p9) and the forthcoming Camelot the 
pantomime, which sounds great fun (p5); there is the revival of 
the November 5 fireworks, which the Parish Council is 
organising (p7); and, of course, The Autumn Flower Show. 
 
We are looking at the possibility of introducing more colour to 
the Dorchester News in 2016, including the front page.  This will 
mean redesigning much of it, and we have opened a competition 
for a new picture for the top of the front page.  We all love the 
current one but it is only available in black and white.  Details of 
the competition are on page 3.  This should lead to a change 
that I hope everyone will like.  
 
As we go to press, I have heard of the sad death of Rosemary 
Day, whose name has appeared at the top of this page for a 
long time as Distribution Co-ordinator.  Rosemary did much for 
Dorchester over the years and I am sure we will see a fitting 
tribute to her in a future issue. 

Ian Brace 

 
Useful Information 

Contacting the Police 
To report a non-emergency crime, or to give information to 
Thames Valley Police, please call 101 Alternatively, call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555111. In the event of 
an emergency dial 999. 

 

Direct Line to Urgent Local Health Services 
Dial 111 to access urgent local NHS health care services.  The 
NHS111 team will, where possible, book you an appointment or 
transfer you directly to the people you need to speak to or send 
an ambulance if they think you need one.  (For non-urgent 
health needs you should contact your GP in the usual way) 

 

Minor Injuries 
The Minor Injuries Unit at Abingdon Hospital, Marcham Road, is 
available every day from 10.00 am to 10.30 pm: 01865 903476. 
 

A&E 
The nearest A & E units are at the John Radcliffe Hospital in 
Oxford (01865 741166) and the Royal Berkshire in Reading 
(01183 225111) 
 

Health Centre—Berinsfield 
Telephone number 01865 340558 

 

Clifton Hampden Surgery 
Telephone Number 01865 407888 

 
Abbey Guest House Bookings 

Anyone wishing to hire the Abbey Guest House for private 
functions, meetings, exhibitions, etc, should contact Hilarie 
Rogers on 01865 340007. 
 

Hire of Dorchester Village Hall 
To hire our Village Hall, please contact Brenda Edwards; 
edwards.dorchester2@virgin.net, or telephone: 
 01865 343062. Please telephone at least 24 hours in advance 
to arrange collection of the key. 
 

The Communal Lounge at Belcher Court 
The communal lounge at Belcher Court is now available for rent. 
Contact the Scheme Manager, Caroline Major, on 01865 343128. 
 

Street lighting - fault reporting 
Report any problems with a street light to 0800 317802, which is 
available 24 hours a day. Callers will be asked for the address 
of the site and the nature of the fault. 
 

Complaints about highways and footpaths 
Ring Oxfordshire Highways on 0845 3101111, available five 
days a week, with a 24-hour answering facility. Complaints can 
also be sent via e-mail to southernarea@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
 

Blocked Drains? 
Ring Thames Water for blocked drains on 0800 316 9800. 
Callers will be asked for the postcode of the address where the 
drains are blocked. 
 

Refuse collection 
Any residents whose household rubbish is not collected on the 
due date (see page 27) should contact the contractor direct. The 
number to call is 03000 610610 and the website 
www.morerecyling.co.uk  
 

Berinsfield Library 
Green Furlong, Berinsfield 01865 340771 

Free Internet access. DVDs can be ordered. 
Opening hours 

Mon - closed Tues, Wed, Fri 10.00 am –12.30 pm 
Tues 2.00–7.00 pm Weds, Thurs 2.00–5.30 pm 
Fri 2.00–5.00 pm Sat 10.00 am – 12.30 pm 
 

Village Bus Services 
Information about village bus services is now given on inside 
back page.   
 
Information about bus services, both local and national, is 
available from www.traveline.info, and 0871 200 2233, which 
also provides information about trains, London Underground 
and Overground and ferries throughout the UK.  
 

Oxfordshire Dial-A-Ride  
Door to door minibus service for shopping trips.  For information 

please contact 0845 310 1111. 
 

Shopmobility 
Free loan of wheelchairs and electric scooters to people who 

need them for shopping in Oxford. For information please ring 

01865 248737. 

 
 

October edition 11 September 

November edition 9 October 

December edition 13 November 
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Abbey Morning Service  
6 September 

The preacher at this service will be Sam Richards from 
Oxford Youth Works. 
 
Oxford Youth Works is committed to enabling young peo-
ple to realise their full potential as children of God through 
nurturing positive relationships and challenging and 
equipping the wider Christian community. 
 
Oxford Youth Works offers long-term relational care to 
young people.  
 
They have been doing youth work within Oxford’s schools 
and communities for over 25 years and are an ecumeni-
cal charity that seeks to serve and invest in all young peo-
ple, regardless of cultural, faith or socio-economic back-
ground.  

Evensong 
Evensong has moved from its usual third Sunday and this 
month will  take place on 27 September, when we will be 
joined by members of the Fellowship of St Birinus, their 
friends and families. 
 
The Fellowship of St Birinus is an honorary fellowship 
awarded by the Bishop of Dorchester to individuals who 
have made an outstanding contribution to church life ei-
ther on a special and particular occasion or over a period 
of time. Everyone is welcome at the Evensong in the  
Abbey at 6pm to support our choir, our friends and our 

guests. 

Busking in the Abbey 
As in previous years, on some Sundays over the sum-
mer, musicians have been busking in the Abbey for 20 
minutes at 2pm, 3pm and 4pm. They will be able to put 
out a hat for donations for a charity of their choice.  
 
On 6 September, you may listen to Adrian Boorman 
(Countertenor), Anna Shackleton (Soprano) and Jona-
than French (Piano). 

A competition to bring more colour to the Dorchester News! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Early next year the Dorchester News will have a new look and we hope to include far more colour both inside and out. 
 
The current drawing on the front page and shown above was made by the late Stuart Dawson, especially for reproduc-
tion in black and white, but this now leaves us seeking an image for the header which is suitable for reproduction in col-
our, and which may be used in its place. 
 
This is where you come in!  Whatever your age, if you are at all artistically motivated, then please make a colour image, 
in any medium suitable for the job. 
 
We would like your artwork to include the Abbey, inside or out, or to find another aspect of village life that reflects the 
work of the Abbey in some way. 
 
The competition is open to all age groups and you should consider the following: 
 

 Please refer to the cover of this issue to visualise the approximate scale at which the winning entry will be repro-
duced, although you may alter the proportions 

 

 You should make your work no larger than A4 in size, in any medium. We will re scale your work to fit the page. 
 
The competition is open to anyone living in the village or who considers themselves to be closely involved with the vil-
lage or the Abbey. 
 
By entering the competition you are giving the Dorchester News the right to reproduce the image on the cover of the 
publication.  Any other reproductions will be made only with the artist’s permission 
 
Please deliver your entries to Dorchester News Editor, 21 Watling Lane, Dorchester on Thames by 31 October.  Include 
your name and address, and your age if you are under 16.   
 
There will be a prize of £25 of John Lewis vouchers for any entry that is used. 

 

Abbey lighting celebration 
The Abbey lighting project was completed at the begin-
ning of May, proving us with modern, controllable and 
efficient lighting which enhances the building.  
  
It  has transformed the way that the Abbey looks at all 
times of day with a quality white light rather than the more 
orange light that we have become used to. Previously 
dark corners such as the Chapels have now been subtlety 
lit and the main features of the building quietly highlighted. 
 

On Saturday September 19 at 7.30pm we will celebrate 
our new lights with a great evening in the Abbey, starting 
with a short Evensong and finishing with drinks, canapés, 
and some short performances demonstrating the new 
lighting.  
 

 Please RSVP if you would like to join us: 
steph@forman.org.uk or 01865 340434. 

mailto:steph@forman.org.uk
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Hempcroft Allotment News 
The Allotment Society AGM for 2015 will be held in the 
Village Hall on Tuesday 22 September at 7.30pm.  
Please note that we have had to move the meeting from 
its regular Thursday because of diary commitments by 
Mark Townson and myself.  
 
This will be an opportunity to pay your rent for the forth-
coming year, collect seed catalogues, and meet some 
fellow allotment neighbours. There was a rent increase 
last year and there will be no further rent increase for 
the forthcoming year. 

Edward Metcalfe 
 01865 340160 

Lunch Club 
The Lunch Club will start on Wednesday 7 October at 
12.30 in the Village Hall Back Room with week 1.   
 
It would be very nice if more Dorchester residents, 
who are retired, would come to the Lunch Club.  
Originally it was for retired residents living on their own 
who came once a fortnight, but it is now open to couples, 
who would be most welcome. 
 
The meal consists of a delicious main course and des-
sert, cooked by wonderful cooks in Dorchester who give 
their service voluntarily.  The cost is £5 per head - in-
credibly good value - and not only do you get a wonderful 
lunch but it is also a very pleasant social event. Do 
please consider joining us, but please contact Susan 
Jupp first (phone 01865 341066) to confirm your interest. 

Susan Jupp 

Dorchester  
Village Hall  

200 Club  
Prize Draw 

Congratulations to the winners of the June draw.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next draw will be in September, so join now for a 
chance to win! 
 

The 200 Club is a quarterly prize draw to raise funds for 
the village hall. There are only 200 tickets and some are 
still available at £12 for the year (four draws from when 
you join). To join, contact Elaine Moore on 340441 or 
email admin@dorchesteronthamesvillagehall.org.uk for a 
form. 

1st prize £75 No.16 Mrs J Taylor 

2nd prize £45 No.68 Mr R Harris 

3rd prize £25 No.193 Mr R Anderson 

Dorchester on Thames 
Historical Society 
Wednesday 23 September 

7.30pm in Dorchester Village Hall (back room) 
A talk on ‘Emigration from Oxfordshire in the 19th Century’ 

by Dr Shaun Morley. 
 
Shaun Morley is a tutor at the Department for Continuing 
Education at Oxford University. He is especially interested 
in rural 19th century England and much of his research has 
been based on Oxfordshire. 
 
Visitors and new members are always very welcome to our 
talks and outings. 

Gail Thomas 
Chairman 

Charity Race Night 
Dorchester Village Hall is organising a fund-raising even-
ing on Saturday 24 October. There will be eight races, all 
professionally produced and security sealed, food,  
licensed bar, Tote and surprise prizes. Keep the date free, 
sponsor a horse, make up a table of eight or just come 
along and join in the fun. It’s an ‘odds-on’ bet for a great 
night out and you could come away with a tidy profit. More 
details to be published soon. 

 
 

Camelot – The Pantomime 
With warm and sunny days outside it seems ridiculous to 
already think about the Pantomime season. But DADS are 
doing just that! It is more than 20 years since they last 
performed a Pantomime in Dorchester Village Hall, so this 
year on 18 to 21 November that is what they’re planning 
to do. 
 
They’ve found a new and very different story to that of a 
well-known musical. It takes us to the court of King Arthur 
in Camelot, but this time it’s in traditional ‘Panto’ style. The 
characters, King Arthur, Morgan Le Fay, Merlin the  
Wizard, Dame, pretty girls, baddies and brave knights, are 
all there. There will be singing, special effects and terrible 
jokes. It’s suitable for children as well as adults and a 
good time will be had by all.  Please put these dates in 
your diary. For more information look at DADS website 
www.dads.org.uk, Facebook and watch out for posters 
and publicity nearer to the show dates. 
 
Plus they have a few places in the chorus still to be filled, 
so why not give it a go?  Call Keith Russell on  
01865 340838. 

A Strawberry Tea 
On Monday 6 July, we held a Strawberry Tea in my  
garden in aid of Breast Cancer care. I am pleased to say 
that £540 was raised! Many thanks to all who baked, 
served tea, came to support etc. We hope to repeat this 
lovely event next year. 

                                            Kathy Glass 

Dorchester Safari Supper 
This year’s Safari Supper raised almost £700 for Dor-
chester Abbey with a lovely evening of amazing food and 
lovely hospitality.  Thank you to everyone who came 
along and particularly to those who hosted meals in their 
homes. 

Steph Forman 
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11 July 2015 

Alice’s 150th birthday party – village hall 
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Tennis Club News 
We have had a great summer of coaching for juniors and 
adults improving our skills and technique.    The coaching 
will resume in September as follows: 
 
Junior Coaching 
Tuesday afternoons from Tuesday 8 September with Josh: 
4pm- 5pm for 4-8 yrs 
5pm – 6pm for 8+ yrs 
7 sessions for £42 per child 
 
We also hope to secure a coach for Saturday afternoons 
during the winter from half-term starting Saturday  
7 November. 
2pm – 3pm for 4-8 yrs 
3pm – 4pm for 8+ yrs 
6 sessions for £36 per child.  
 
Please contact me if you would like your child to partici-
pate.  Claire@claireandersson.co.uk 
 
Adult Coaching 
Jay will be back from Friday 11 September at 10.00am for 
drop-in coaching.    All standards welcome.  £10 per ses-
sion. 
 
A fine display of our new-found skills will be witnessed at 
the Autumn Tournament, details opposite. 

Claire Andersson 
 
 

 
 

Quiz Night 
A date for your diary.  

Dorchester Tennis Club Quiz Night,  
Friday 9 October, Village Hall.  

 
Doors open at 7.00pm.  £8 per head including light 
supper.  Contact Jill Corran for tickets for teams of 6-8.   
Jillcorran@hotmail.com or 01865 341696. 

 

 
 

AUTUMN TOURNAMENT 
 

SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER  
 

FROM 2pm AT THE COURTS 
 
 
 

Join us for friendly mixed doubles tournament 
following by scrumptious afternoon tea 

 
All standards welcome and you don’t even 

need to bring a partner 
 
 

£6 per head including afternoon tea  
and PRIZES! 

 
 

Contact Claire Andersson for details 
Claire@claireandersson.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

Dorchester on Thames 
Football Club 

The football season officially starts for Dorchester on the 
first weekend in September, with the first team playing in 
Division 1 of the North Berks League and the Reserve 
team in Division 3. Training began back in July however, 
and a series of friendlies have been played throughout 
August. Scott Hemming is the new player/manager of the 
first team, whilst Dave Lyne continues to manage the Re-
serves. 
 
A new Dorchester Under 17’s team has been set up for 
this season and they will be playing on Sunday after-
noons, under the management of Andy Marriott.  
 
The Dorchester Under 9’s team is on the look out for new 
players, so if you were under the age of nine on  
1 September and are interested in playing, then contact 
the team manager Gary Brind on 07976 936438. 
 
If anyone or a business would be interested in sponsoring 
the Football Club, then we would be very glad to hear 
from you. Please contact Mike Stimpson on  
07800 705516 if you would like to support the Football 
Club in any way. We also appreciate our spectators and 
details of home fixtures will be put up on the Co-op notice 
board. 

Mike Stimpson 

From Your Parish Council 
Many thanks to those people who attended the training 
for the village defibrillators in July.  Ian Jones, a paramed-
ic and community defibrillation officer from South Central 
Ambulance Service gave and informative and amusing 
presentation about emergency first aid and how to use 
the defibrillator, as well as some startling statistics.  In 
case of sudden cardiac arrest outside hospital, only about 
I in 10 people survive.  With bystanders providing CPR 
and using an automated external defibrillator (AED) as 
many as 4 in 10 survive.  As part of its ongoing ‘Start a 
Heart’ campaign, our local NHS foundation trust has 
launched an app that locates your nearest AED.  Suitable 
for iPhones and iPads, it is surely one that should be 
downloaded by everybody. 
 

   Thursday 5 November 
Please put this date in your 
diary.  We shall be having the 
first village firework display 
for over 20 years!!!   
 

There will be gorgeous homemade hot food and drinks 
served from 5.30pm, and hopefully a bonfire to light from 
6pm, with fireworks starting at 7pm. This is a fantastic 
community event for all villagers, young and old, and fur-
ther details will be in next month’s Dorchester News and 
on the website. 

Sue Graney 

mailto:Claire@claireandersson.co.uk
mailto:Jillcorran@hotmail.com
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Man of The Moment Is a 1988 Ayckbourn classic; but rarely 
revived because it requires an on-stage swimming pool. 
Great credit should be given to the Director, Geoff Russell 
for bringing this play to the confines of Dorchester Village 
Hall, and to Michael Herbert and Simon Ratliff for creating a 
set which incorporated a wholly believable swimming pool 
and thus made the production possible. 

 
On one level the play is a sardonic insight into the 1980s 
counter culture. The action takes place at the luxurious 
Mediterranean villa of a former armed robber Vic Parks 
(Mike Davies). Seventeen years earlier Vic raided a bank 
and a clerk Douglas Beechey (Mark Williams) attempted to 
disarm him. The gun went off causing a female hostage 
facial injuries. Vic went to prison and Douglas later married 
the female hostage and they settled down to a quiet life in 
Purley. 
 
The play revolves around the recording of a TV programme, 
Their Paths Crossed, which sets up dramatic reunions. Vic, 
the former criminal, is now a TV personality and a ghosted 

author. Jill Rillington (Christine Jones) is the glamorous 
and exploitative presenter who tries to get Douglas to 
challenge Vic but fails because Douglas is now a truly 
content and quiet man who will not rise to the bait. 
 
Douglas was played superbly by Mark Williams who 
inhabits a shy persona of awkward modesty, with a Mr 

Beanish presence on stage. The audience 
were racked with laughter when he is self-
consciously acting the part of himself for a 
trial take by the TV cameras. Mike Davies as 
the loathsome Vic coped admirably with a 
large speaking role, and the drawback of a 
healing broken leg, but he did not quite ex-
ude the required level of menace, evil nature, 
and brutal disregard for others that is an inte-
gral part of the character. 
 
Christine Jones was very believable as Jill, 
both in glamour and moral vacuity as a ca-
reer driven shallow TV presenter solely after 
good ratings. The moral centre of the play is 
provided by Vic’s put upon wife Trudy, admi-
rably played by Rosemary Mills, who makes 
the only real human contact with Douglas 
when offering sympathy and genuine regret 
for Vic’s actions. Of course this would not be 
an Ayckbourn play if there was not humour 
also provided by the other characters. John-
ny Cornelius provided strong support playing 
Vic’s manager Kenny in a well controlled 
distant and effete manner, and knock about 

comedy was provided by Rachel Winslet-Morris as the 
bullied maid Sharon, and Mark Johnson as Ruy the in-
competent Spanish gardener. They switched from pa-
thos, particulary Sharon, to comedy, while being the butt 
of Vic’s sarcasm and bullying. 
 
For all the laughter, this is a play which shines a critical 
spotlight on evil, on the tarnished face of celebrity, while 
being uplifted by the humanity of Trudy, and the firm 
moral code of Douglas, the ‘double-glazing salesman 
from Purley’. Great credit is due to the Director, Geoff 
Russell, the Producer, Ann Winslet, all the cast and pro-
duction team for bringing a play from Mrs. Thatcher’s 
1980s to life; it is still relevant today. 

Edward Metcalfe 
 

Man of the Moment 
DADS 

24 to 27 June 2015 

Mark Williams and Christine Jones as Douglas and Jill 

Mark Williams, Carol Anne Tilley, Rosemary Mills, Mike Davies, and Johnny Cornelius. 
The swimming pool is behind them. 
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The eight bells of Dorchester Abbey were cast over a  
period of 500 years, the earliest even before the tower in 
which they now hang was built.  Today there are only two 
bell foundries left in England, Taylors of Loughborough 
and Mears and Stainbank in Whitechapel, London. The 
Dorchester bells of 1867 were cast by the Whitechapel 
foundry using techniques of casting which have remained 
practically unchanged since the first bell was cast in 1375 
by an Exeter foundry.  Later bells were cast by the foundry 
at Wokingham(1380) and by Henry Knight’s foundry at 
Reading(1591,1603,1606).   

Working on a bell at  John Taylor and Co. 
www.taylorbells.co.uk 

Clifton Hampden Surgery  
Patient Group Report  

Summer 2015 
The overall response to a patient questionnaire sent out 
last Autumn was extremely positive with well over 80% of 
respondents rating their experience of the surgery and 
their GP as good.  
 
Following some generous local donations, a defibrillator is 
available for emergency use at the entrance to the  
Surgery as well as a 24 hour heart monitor to pick up  
infrequent but potentially serious arrhythmias. Additional 
meningitis vaccinations are being made available for chil-
dren and infants; patients with raised blood sugar levels 
are being invited for further diabetes tests; 20% of pa-
tients per year in the 40-74 age range are being offered 
general health checks.  
 
The Group needs more participation from patients and 
those that are interested are welcome to attend meetings 
and register for information emails including the full bi-
annual newsletter at the Surgery, or by contacting Roger 
Mitchell (Group Secretary) at rogermmit@aol.com . The 
next meeting will be held at the Surgery at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday 9 September 2015. 

Dorchester Abbey Bellringers 
‘What is a church?’ - Our honest sexton tells 

‘Tis a tall building with a tower and bells’ 
The Borough, George Crabbe(1810) 

Although we know from the makers’ inscriptions on the 
bells which foundry made the bells, it is possible some of 
the earlier bells were actually cast in Dorchester itself.  In 
the days when transporting heavy goods any distance 
was difficult over roads that were no more than unmade 
tracks, bells were often cast in the place they were going 
to be hung.  The tenor bell of Lincoln cathedral, Great 
Tom was cast in the Minster yard in 1610.  Pits were dug 
into the ground of churchyards into which a mould was 
set, with a furnace alongside to melt the bell metal.  A 
bronze alloy of approximately 80% copper and 20% tin is 
recognised as giving the best resonance, sound and dura-
bility.   
 
The mould for a bell is made in two parts clamped togeth-
er to leave a space for the molten metal to be held until 
solidified.  The inner surface of the outer layer of the 
mould will have any letters or patterns required for an 
inscription on the bell pressed into it.  It takes several 
days for the metal to cool sufficiently for the mould to be 
removed.  Then the delicate task of tuning the bell by  
removing the metal from its inner surface begins. Today 
this is done by lathe.  In the past it was done by hand 
using a chisel.  On the Abbey’s oldest bells chisel marks 
of this process can still be seen.  The eight bells were last 
retuned in 1987. 
 
To keep the bells ringing and to enable the sound of the 
bells to be heard at their best across the village we need 
ringers with the skills to ring them.  We welcome both 
newcomers and experienced ringers to join us.  Our prac-
tice night is Tuesday at 7.30pm.  Please contact David 
Parker, tower captain on 01865 340402 
 (dlparker10@gmail.com)  
or Gillian Johnson, team secretary on 01865 340925.  

Diana Vass 

Flu Vaccination 2015 
Berinsfield Health Centre 

For patients aged 65 and over, and all those who are in 
an ‘at risk’ group. (This includes pregnant women,  
carers and most people with heart, lung, liver, kidney or 
immune problems. Please ask at reception if you are 
unsure of your eligibility)  

 
There will be `Drop-In` clinics on 

 
Saturday 26 September 2015  08.30-11am. 

Tuesday 29 September 2015  2-5 pm 
Thursday 8 October 2015 11am-1pm. 

Monday 12 October 2015  2-4pm. 
Thursday 15 October 2015  3-6pm 

 
If you have not previously had a vaccination against 
pneumococcus bacteria (a leading cause of pneumo-
nia), you are eligible for this provided you will be 65 or 
older on 31 March 2016 – please ask when you have 
your flu vaccine. 
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Pre-School 
It was such an emotional ending to last term - the gradua-
tion party Helen and her staff put on for the leavers and 
parents was quite amazing; from the home-made little 
graduation hats to the personal and heart-felt speeches 
she made about each child - it is no wonder they all adore 
her.  Thank you Helen for all your endless hard-work! 
 

And so on to the new school year!  We look forward to 
welcoming many new little faces. 
 
We have more nature walks planned which will inspire 
some 3D insect-making, the Macmillan Coffee Morning 
and soon enough we'll be on to some spooktacular  
Halloween tricks and treats! 
 

Please take note of our advert, seeking a new Treasurer. 

Matthew Kestner 

Richard Hotopf  
Tribute 

(1921-2015) 
It is with much happiness that I recall the 30 years that our father, Richard, lived in the friendly and welcoming village of 
Dorchester. With his usual unending zest for life and at times exhausting enthusiasm, Dad threw himself into various 
charitable, voluntary, sociable, competitive and childish ventures. Visits home to him and his late wife, Roz, were always 
filled with laughter and endless meals of flambéed kidneys, vegetables from the allotment or honesty box sales, curries 
and copious bottles of wine reminiscent of our many holidays in France and time spent in India.  These visits also  
involved being pressed into spontaneous tennis matches on friends’ lawns; a test of one’s reflexes and nerve, competi-
tive sparring with family members, entries for the photographic and food submissions at The Dorchester Show and more 
latterly well into his 80s a display of his ‘interesting’ dance moves at The Dorchester Festival Ball. There were many 
occasions when the line between parent and child was blurred such as when we were enlisted to aid in scrumping mis-
sions on the neighbours blackberry bushes and apple trees, who, silly fools, did not appreciate these wonderful fruits. 
 
This mental youthfulness was to endure well into his 80s when he was heard to complain that, on reaching his 80s, the 
Parish Lunch club would no longer be requiring his culinary services for ‘the old folk’ but that he was warmly invited to 
return as an attendee instead. On another occasion at the age of 80 he phoned me in a fit of fury having had his request 
for skiing insurance turned down by a number of providers until I suggested Saga, who did not disappoint, and off to the 
slopes he duly went amidst much huffing and blowing of cheeks.  
 
It is also with so much gratitude that I shall remember the years that Dad had in Dorchester, where the community pro-
vided such a supportive and loving net around our father in his last years. It is a certainty that without such good and 
understanding friends and neighbours that Dad could not possibly have remained in his home for a long as he did. It 
was also a huge stroke of good fortune that a number of such charming and attractive ladies were able to care for him 
too. So I would also like to extend a thank you to all those at the Co-op who managed the slips away there to visit vari-
ous ‘pin up girls’ and saw him safely home; lifts from friends to the bridge club and the understanding calmness when 
Dad was not himself at their houses for meals; for reserving seats and parking places to enable him to attend concerts 
at the church for as long as humanely possible; and for beautiful cards from artist friends which he loved so much.  
We will all miss him so much, but were so lucky to have him for the time we did. 

Katie Banfield 
(Daughter) 

 

Treasurer Needed 
Our Village Pre-School is a charity managed by a 
committee of volunteers and we need your help! 
Sadly, our fantastic Treasurer has to step down so 
we desperately need to replace her in September. 
 
The day to day bookkeeping tasks are carried out 
by the Pre-School Administrator, so the role of the 
committee treasurer entails coming to committee 
meetings each half term, overseeing the financial 
activities of the Pre-School and keeping the other 
Trustees informed of the financial position of the 
Pre-School. 
 
If you think you might be able to help this fantastic 
asset to our village and would like further details, 
please contact Tracey on 01865 340352 or  
treasurer@dorchesterpreschool.co.uk. 

Thank You. 

Thames Valley Police 
Thames Valley Police is appealing for witnesses following a theft of vehicle in Dorchester-on-Thames. 
 
Overnight between 4pm Wednesday 12 August and 7.40am Thursday 13 August offender(s) attempted to steal a vehicle 
from a property in Bridge End. The drivers’ door was jemmied open, bending the door out of shape. The offender(s) then 
tried to take the vehicle, however, only moved it slightly forward. 
      
If you have seen any suspicious looking people or vehicles in the area or have any information relating to this message 
please call the police on 101. 
  
Alternatively if you have any information but wish to remain anonymous, please call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or 
online @ crimestoppers-uk.org. No personal details are taken, information is not traced or recorded and you will not go 
to court. 
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The Dorchester Lecture  
23 June 2015 

We live in an uncertain world. FIFA is imploding and 
Russia may yet lose the right to host the World Cup.  
Tanks may roll. Of scarcely less significance, the Global 
Pooh-sticks championship, long associated with Day's 
Lock, has been removed to the River Wind rush at Wit-
ney.  As far as we know we have no tanks.  So is this the 
start of the decline of Dorchester? Will DADS become 
GRANDADS and forget their lines? Will the glory of the 
Abbey bells fade in the face of noise abatement protests 
and the Captain of the Tower be reduced to corporal?  
 

Reassuringly, there is still the annual Dorchester Lecture.  
And this time it was particularly uplifting, dealing with that 
great national figure whose name, Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel, rolls off the tongue so impressively.  Moreover he 
had a father no less splendidly titled, but less well known: 
Sir Marc Isambard BruneI. Nevertheless, as a PR man 
would put it, the pair were truly Great Britons.  
 

Well, it turns out they were French, at least by birth.  
Moreover they learnt their basic engineering skills on that 
side of the Channel. But the Revolution drove Marc to 
America where he invented a machine to make blocks 
for ships to hoist their sails; huge numbers were needed 
but block-making had been by hand.  The Royal Navy, 
by now heavily engaged in the Napoleonic wars and 
even more in need of blocks, lured him to England where 
he not only solved the navy's problem but, dismayed at 
the state of the army's footwear on campaign, even 
came up with a boot-making machine. 
 

Next, noting how shipworms bored their way into timbers 
by passing the chewed wood through their bodies to form 
a hard lining behind them, Marc used the same principle 
for tunnelling with miners attacking the soil through a 
shield while brickies sealed off the exposed walls. Of 
course it did not always work, mainly due to unexpected 
soil conditions and notably in the construction of the tun-
nel below the Thames from Rotherhithe to Wapping 
where sewage-contaminated water burst in. But if the 
Brunels had one characteristic it was persistence based 
on self-confidence and the tunnel, completed in 1841, is 
now part of the London tube system.  Nevertheless, one 
wonders how much would have been achieved had 
'Health and Safety' ruled.  
 
Knighted and admired by the Prince Consort for his inno-
vation, Marc had become part of the English scientific 
establishment.  In earlier days, while sheltering from the 
Revolutionaries he had met and married an English girl, 
Sophia Kingdom, and their son, Isambard Kingdom Bru-
nel was now hot on his father's heels. The core of his 
activities was the railway and notably the Great Western 
Railway.  It needed not only tracks laid but bridges to 
pass over, stations to be built and equipped, engines and 
carriages and workshops to maintain them. Isambard not 
only oversaw all this but he was involved in every detail 
from innovative bridge design to the architecture of sta-
tions and the design of workers' cottages at the GWR 
'half-way house' Swindon Village which supported the 
whole system. Not everything worked: his engines tend-
ed to run out of steam soon after leaving Paddington but, 
after bringing in Daniel Gooch, the splendid 'Firefly' en-
gine was born.  
 
Isambard operated on the grand scale with a 7 foot 
gauge track for his trains. Since other trackways were 
under 5 foot this eventually became a problem and in the 
end 177 miles of track had to be re-laid, a feat accom-
plished in two days, something perhaps for Network Rail 

to ponder. But the engines could hardly be narrowed and 
there is a poignant picture of Fireflies laid up nose-to-tail.  

 
To use a military term, Isambard led from the front.  If a 
huge section of bridge was to be installed he directed the 
work personally, giving his instructions via a corps of flag 
wavers and observed by a large crowd of paying viewers, 
for he had supreme self-assurance.  When a tunnel was 
dug from opposite sides and the two ends met 'within a 
hair' he was hardly surprised, although understandably 
delighted.  
 
When a GWR director joked that there should be a railway 
to New York, Isambard took him at his word.  He built the 
paddle-powered Great Western steamship to operate out 
of Bristol.  It was of wood construction but a few years 
later the iron-hulled Great Britain was launched and incor-
porated a propeller; Isambard had spotted a propeller-
driven ship entering and was not to be left behind on tech-
nology. 
 
His last venture was the massive Great Eastern, carrying 
four thousand passengers and twice the length of the 
Queen Mary. Of course Isambard oversaw the launch 
himself: it was to be slipped sideways into the river along-
side which it had been built and some three thousand 
paying spectators were present.  But the leviathan did not 
move.  In the end it took three months to get it afloat.  This 
was the last great Brunel achievement.  
 
The lecture was given with enormous enthusiasm and 
great clarity by Professor Roger Ainsworth, Professor of 
Engineering at Oxford University and Master of St Cathe-
rine's College and included many atmospheric slide pic-
tures.  It might perhaps have brought out more of the hu-
man side of these two great men. We learnt a little of this: 
Isambard once swallowed a sovereign when attempting a 
trick for some children. But the sovereign lodged in his 
throat, and, when the doctors failed to remove it, Brunel 
invented a spring bed to jerk his neck up and evict it, 
which indeed it did. In Parliament the news was received 
with relief: 'It's out'.  

B Harding  

INGENIOUS DEVICE FOR RUNNING A NARROW 
GAUGE ENGINE ON A BROAD GAUGE TRACK 

W. Heath Robinson 
Railway Ribaldry 

Great Western Railway, 1935 
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BCP level 3 certified teacher specialising in back & joint 

care, sports rehab, pre & post natal and  
Parkinsons Disease 

Beginners and Mixed Ability Classes in Benson  
and Dorchester On Thames 

121 sessions available for personalised  
programmes 

To book contact Claire on 07801 298 978 
www.millstreampilates.co.uk 

claire@millstreampilates.co.uk 

  
NEW COURSE STARTING SEPTEMBER 10TH 

PILATES FOR CYCLISTS AND RUNNERS 
 Improve sporting performance 
 Improve strength and posture 
 Manage and avoid injuries  

 

 
To book contact Claire on 07801 298 978 

www.millstreampilates.co.uk 

claire@millstreampilates.co.uk 

mailto:claire@millstreampilates.co.uk
mailto:claire@millstreampilates.co.uk
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mobile 
LIBRARY 

Alternate Thursdays, 2.55–3.15pm 
Lay-by opposite the War Memorial 

 

3 September, 17 September, 1 October 

Earth Trust 
September Events 

 
Children’s Fancy Dress Fun Run 
Sunday 6 September, 10am start 
A 1km (approx.) fancy dress fun run around the Witten-
ham Clumps! Open to children up to age 11yrs (younger 
children, or groups of, will need to be accompanied on 
the run). Sponsorship appreciated. FREE but please reg-
ister in advance:  
http://www.earthtrust.org.uk/10kRun/
ChildrensFunRun.aspx  
 
10K Run 
Sunday 6 September, 11am start   
(see column to right) 
A cross-country run on the beautiful Little Wittenham Na-
ture Reserve; the route takes in Little Wittenham Wood, 
our new wetland by the Thames and, of course, the Wit-
tenham Clumps. Entry is £12 (in advance) – register 
online at http://www.earthtrust.org.uk/10kRun or call 
01865 407792. 
 
Heritage Skills Taster Session: Fruit Foraging 
Saturday 12 September, 11am-1pm 
Discover the autumn fruits available around the Earth 
Trust site in Little Wittenham and some ways in which 
you can use them. Free; no need to book. More infor-
mation: volunteering@earthtrust.org.uk or 01865 409413. 
 
Bats at Thrupp Lake 
Sunday 13 September, 9pm-11pm 
Local bat expert, Dominic Lamb, leads a walk at dusk to 
find out more about the bats that live around Thrupp 
Lake, near Abingdon (OX14 3NG). Learn how to use a 
detector to recognise different species. £5 adult, £2 child; 
booking essential: 01865 407792 or  
admin@earthtrust.org.uk 
 
Dawn Photography Expedition 
Sunday 20 September, 6am-9am 
Join local writer Jon Scourse and photographer Andy 
Hough to capture the early morning light and take won-
derful landscape images. Aimed at beginners and inter-
mediates. Bring your own digital camera. £20; booking 
essential: 01865 407792 or admin@earthtrust.org.uk 
 
As always, more information can be found on our website 
www.earthtrust.org.uk.  All events take place at the Earth 
Trust, Little Wittenham, OX14 4QZ unless otherwise  
stated. 

Chiropodist 

Third Thursday of each month, 1.00–4.00 pm 
Belcher Court Sitting Room 

 

17 September 
 

For an appointment, Jo Bennett, 079031 33469 
Cost £15 

‘I’m running the Earth Trust 10k, 
are you?’ 

Kerryanne Crawford, from Didcot, only began running a 
year ago but she is taking part in the Earth Trust 10K on 
Sunday 6 September as part of her training for her 
next big target: the Lisbon Marathon. 
  
‘When I first started running I wasn’t very good at it! But 
I’m stubborn and by the time I’d reached my goal of run-
ning 5k continuously – without pretending to tie my shoe-
laces or anything! – I was hooked. I’ve since taken part in 
a 10k and the Liverpool half marathon, and my boyfriend 
and I are currently training for a full marathon October. 
The Earth Trust 10k forms part of our longest training 
route yet: we’re running 32k in total on 6 September and 
are relying on the support and encouragement of the 
Earth Trust team and other race runners to keep our spir-
its up!’ said Kerryanne. 
  
The Earth Trust 10k is now in its second year; this cross-
country run, hosted by environmental learning charity 
Earth Trust, follows a scenic 10 kilometre route around 
Little Wittenham Nature Reserve, including the iconic 
Wittenham Clumps. Open to runners of all experiences 
last year entrants included experienced runners as well 
as those who were attempting their first 10k.    
  
‘We’re pleased that our 10k attracts such a range of par-
ticipants: from novice joggers and Nordic walkers to more 
experienced club runners. Whatever your ability why not 
give it a go? The unique course is a challenge in itself or 
a great opportunity to train for a bigger race, like Ker-
ryanne’ said Naomi Douglas, Events Coordinator at the 
Earth Trust. 
  
Kerryanne added: ‘The idea of running did not come natu-
rally to me but I’ve definitely caught the running bug, and 
if I can do it – anyone can! There are so many positives to 
running, not just becoming fitter and healthier, but enjoy-
ing the stunning local scenery and becoming part of the 
very welcoming running community.’ 
  
In 2014, 150 people signed up to take part in the Earth 
Trust 10k and the fastest time was achieved by Will Cul-
len who completed the course in just over 38 minutes. 
Advance entry is £12 and all funds raised will go towards 
supporting the Earth Trust’s work. This year’s race is chip
-timed and will be started by Cllr Helen Pighills, Mayor of 
Abingdon; the day will also start with a Children’s Fancy 
Dress Fun Run (10am, free entry). Find out more and 
sign up at www.earthtrust.org.uk/10KRun and keep up 
with Kerryanne’s story on her blog:  
kerryrun.wordpress.com  

Kerryanne at Krakow 

http://www.earthtrust.org.uk/10kRun/ChildrensFunRun.aspx
http://www.earthtrust.org.uk/10kRun/ChildrensFunRun.aspx
http://www.earthtrust.org.uk/10kRun
mailto:volunteering@earthtrust.org.uk
mailto:admin@earthtrust.org.uk
mailto:admin@earthtrust.org.uk
http://www.earthtrust.org.uk
http://www.earthtrust.org.uk/10KRun
https://kerryrun.wordpress.com/
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Logs for Sale 
Martin Drew 
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CHIMNEY SWEEPING 

COMPANY 

LTD 
 

 NO FUSS  

 NO MESS  

 NO PROBLEM  
 

Oxford 01865 772 996 

Stadhampton 01865 400244 

Deddington 01869 337500 

Mobile 07711 443050 
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Be a Friend of Dorchester Abbey 
 

The Friends of Dorchester Abbey is an association with 
a legal identity separate from the Parochial Church 
Council and raises funds to be used exclusively for the 
restoration, maintenance, embellishment and 
improvement of the structure of the Abbey Church. 
 

Since our formation in 1959 we have contributed much 
to the life and witness of the Abbey. Over the years we 
have promoted and supported social events such as 
concerts, lectures, flower festivals as well as visits to 
cathedrals and other abbeys. 
 

The subscription is not fixed, and members choose their 
own amount, but we hope for a minimum annual 
subscription of £20. Life membership is also available 
for a single payment of £300 per person (£500 for a 
couple). For further details contact the membership 
secretary, Mrs Honor Juniper (01865 343228). 

 

The application form to join the Friends is available at 
the Friends’ notice board in the Abbey.  

Letters to the editor 

To the Editor, Dorchester News  
In the five years we have been in Dorchester the Hurst 
Meadow has become more of a delight every year, de-
spite the periodic floods. Please can we thank all those 
volunteers and organisers who have done such a splen-
did job in clearing the river banks and creating the de-
lightful tree seats and picnic areas. Particular gratitude 
goes to those who have improved the paths around the 
meadow circumference and who keep them mowed so 
well.  
 

We are sure that many fellow dog-walkers, birdwatchers 
and wild flower enthusiasts feel as we do and we must all 
be grateful too to those who had the foresight to acquire 
the Hurst for the community in the first place. It truly is a 
precious resource.  

                        Robin and Carolyn Oakley  
                           Bridge End  

To the Editor,  
Hurst Water Meadow – a resident’s view. 
As one of the many Dorchester residents who believe 
that The Hurst Water Meadow is a jewel in the crown of 
our beautiful village, I would like to express my relief and 
gratitude that the grazier is no longer intending to use 
The Hurst for grazing purposes and that as a conse-
quence the Meadow’s vista will not after all be blighted 
by the erection of permanent fencing. 

Richard Winslet 

Dear readers, 
Donald Pearce, 1942-2015, Funeral held on 1 June in 
the Abbey 
For all the people who knew Donald during his latter 
years in Dorchester, a very big thanks from me, his 
brother, and Helen his daughter, for all the support and 
friendship shown to a ‘newcomer’ when he moved to 
Dorchester from Hailey in about 2008. 
 

Some of you will know that I only learned of Donald’s 
illness a few days before he passed away, but even in 
the three days I spent in hospital with him it became 
clear just what support he had from you all. I managed to 
speak to two or three people during that time and he still 
had visitors coming to see him even though his hours 
with us were running out. 
 

This was the reason Helen and I decided to have his 
funeral in Dorchester, rather than “back home” in the 
Liverpool area, where his other brother and a lot more 
‘near’ relatives could have attended, but we felt a lot of 
local people would like the chance to say farewell in per-
son. 
 

The funeral in the Abbey was a celebration of his life, 
firstly in music – Don had played with the Royal Tank 
Regiment band for over twenty years, and a friend from 
the band came and read, and played the Last Post at 
the end of the service, and The Regiment loaned a very 
nice coffin drape which we know Don would have liked.  
 

The later years of his working life were spent in Domes-
tic Service, mainly as a chauffeur, and Claire Beardson 
(“The bosses wife”) and some of the staff from Hailey 
House very kindly attend the funeral. 
 

If anyone reading this note attended the service, there is 
a final little twist Don would have liked. We left the Ab-
bey to a recording of the Regimental March “My Boy 
Willie”, and Don actually played in the band when the 
recording was made in about 1962. 
 

Once again a big thanks to all who knew Don (Smiler I 
think he was known as!) and made his time in Dorches-
ter a very pleasant one 

Derick Pearce 

A tribute to Donald Pearce appeared in the July/August 
Dorchester News—Ed 

Footsteps Foundation News 
The past few weeks have been a whirl of activity in the 
Footsteps Foundation camp. We have had runners par-
ticipating in the British 10k in London, including our cen-
tre director Filip. We have one supporter running an ultra
-marathon in support of Footsteps Foundation hoping to 
raise thousands for the charity. We also had incredible 
corporate support from The Marketing Practice in East 
Hendred, when staff members completed a 175 mile 
bike-ride in one day!  
 
We were lucky enough to have been chosen as charity 
of the year by the Chandlings school and Abingdon Pre-
paratory school this past year and have really enjoyed 
letting able-bodied young people know about the issues 
faced by those less able, through presentations and 
assemblies. It was very heart-warming to see how in-
spired the youngsters were by the work we do at Foot-
steps and explaining to them how intensive physiothera-
py is improving lives. If you think your child or grand-
child’s school may find an assembly interesting, please 
do let us know.  
 
We have been voted Sainsbury’s Heyford Hill charity of 
the year so thank you if you voted for us!  Look out for 
our posters and tins in-store. 
 
Your local charity needs you: We are looking for 
interested local people to join our volunteer committee, 
which meets monthly and brainstorms ideas for charity 
fundraising.  Please call Maggie on 01865 343851.  
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Computer Confidence 
Demystifying IT  

Drop-in sessions for older residents 
Thanks to a grant from a concessionary OCC fund held 
by our County Councillor, Lorraine Lindsay-Gale, the Par-
ish Council is sponsoring monthly sessions from Septem-
ber 

If you.... 

 Are nervous about using a computer and/or baffled 
by Information Technology (IT)  

 Are trying to decide whether to take the plunge and 
become a ‘user’ 

 Have bought or been given the kit (tablet, laptop, 
Mac, I-pad) but feel nervous about using it  

 Are already a user, but want to share problems 
and find answers 

 Need more skills in – e.g. email, skype, photo-
graphs, writing letters, shopping online, preparing 
talks, internet searching  

 

Come and join us (local volunteer ‘buddies’) for an hour of 
informal interaction and problem-solving, or just drop in 
for a few minutes. We are not specialist trainers, and so 
cannot offer formal classes –these are available else-
where and you may decide this is the best option for you. 
Nor are we technical experts, but we can point you in the 
right direction to get help. Our aim is simply to share ex-
perience and skills and help everyone who comes along 
benefit from access to information technology and be-
come more confident in its use 
 
When: Thursdays 24 Sept, 22 Oct, 26 Nov, 2.30-3.45 
Where: Dorchester Village Hall, back room.  
 
Equipment: We have a tablet and Surface Pro, but 
please bring your own portable devices if you can, as you 
will feel more at home with them. 
Tea/coffee and biscuits provided 
 
Contact: Margot Metcalfe, 340054, or email: 
metcalfe.margot@btinternet.com  
 

More volunteer IT ‘buddies’ needed 
If you have read the item above, have skills or expertise 
you are able to share in any aspect of IT use, and can 
spare an hour each month, please get in touch with  
Margot Metcalfe as above. In particular, we need people 
familiar with using iPad and Mac. 

Langtree Sinfonia 
Do you play, or have you played, an orchestral instru-
ment? Have you some free time?  
 

Langtree Sinfonia is a friendly, non-auditioning, local or-
chestra meeting on Wednesday evenings in Langtree 
School, Woodcote, whose aims are to provide an enter-
taining and encouraging atmosphere in which to play 
classical music. We give two concerts a year, either in 
Dorchester Abbey or St Helens Church in Abingdon, and 
St Mary’s in Wallingford, and provide additional opportuni-
ties to enjoy music making with an annual workshop to-
gether with a patrons evening of music and socialising.  
 

The orchestra began as a music class in adult education 
in 1971 and went on to establish itself as an independent 
orchestra to further its development. When the orchestra 
celebrated its 40th anniversary the orchestra combined 
with local choirs to perform Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy, 
a work which combined vocal and instrumental soloists 
with the orchestra. Other works included Brahms’  
Academic Festival overture and Dvorak’s 6th Symphony.  
 

The orchestra has played works such as Schubert’s 3rd 

Symphony, Dvorak’s 3rd Symphony, Beethoven’s Violin 
Concerto and Weber’s First Clarinet Concerto.  Our reper-
toire has always to appeal to our audience, of course, but 
also takes in the unusual, such as the Symphony No.1 by 
Sergei Bortkiewicz and the contemporary, such as  
Enigma by Clive Pierce.   
 

Much can be learnt from our conductor, Paul Cox, who is 
currently Professor of Strings at Southampton University. 
As a cellist Paul has played the Beethoven Triple Concer-
to with the St Petersburg Philharmonic Orchestra in Ger-
many. Paul’s belief in young musicians is exemplified by 
his chairmanship of the Eureka Foundation, which exists 
to further excellence in young string players. 
 

The orchestra has even travelled abroad, with three trips 
to Belleme, in Northern France, where they received a 
rapturous response to their concert of Beethoven and 
Poulenc. 
 

We always welcome new members so anyone interested 
can contact our membership secretary, Nick Kiff, on 
01491 833515 (nick.kiff@tesco.net) 
 

For more information please refer to our website :- 
www.langtreesinfonia.co.uk 

 

Pick up any newspaper and it will have a problem/puzzle 
section offering various challenges to your thinking. Some 
will include a Bridge column. The latter often contain ar-
cane and wonderful feats from top players. Those are 
hardly a fair representation of the normal game; they have 
been picked to enthral average Bridge players with the 
marvellous potential of the game. Unfortunately they can 
also frighten off mere mortals. Most Bridge is much simpler 
than those columns suggest. 
 
Bridge combines skill with luck. Even the most skilled play-
er can be unlucky and have a bad session. That makes it a 
great game to develop both social and mental skills in the 
young. But it also makes it a great game for those who 
have retired as the mental exercise helps keep brains 
healthy and at the same time playing with a partner against 
others helps keep them active in the community.  
 
As there are no age barriers in Bridge it is an excellent 
family activity. In your middle years it is something that you 
can do with your aging parents; to while away some time 

on a wet day on holiday; with your children; or simply for 
fun. The game of mini-Bridge can be learnt very quickly 
both as a starter to the full game and as an excellent 
game in its own right. 
 
The single most important reason for playing Bridge is that 
it is fun whatever your age, and once you start it is a game 
for life. The earlier you start the more years of enjoyment 
it will offer you. 
 
If you are the kind of person who enjoys tackling problems 
in your daily newspaper, you would probably enjoy playing 
Bridge. The best way to find out is to try a course. The 
sooner you discover that Bridge is fun for you, the more 
years you will have to enjoy it. 
 
Find out more about local opportunities to play or learn 
Bridge by going to  
www.bridgewebs.com/wallingford 
emailing francis_wbc@yahoo.co.uk  
or ringing Francis Glassborow tel no. 01865 717797 

Is Bridge for You? 
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St Mary’s Dental Practice 
Chris Ballard, BDS (Lond). LDS.RCS (Eng) 

www.stmarysdental.co.uk 
 

21a St Mary’s Street 
Wallingford Oxon OX10 0EW 

Tel 01491 825252 
 
We are a family orientated Practice located in the centre of 
Wallingford providing care and consideration from all 
members of my team to help provide you with all aspects of 
your dental requirements. 
 

For further information, or make an appointment, 
please call my Receptionist on 01491 825252 

PRINT-MART 
 

Suppliers of business & personal stationery, 
overprinted envelopes, leaflets, manuals 

NCR sets, price lists, menus, etc. 
 

Full colour printing at competitive rates 
 

Tel 01235 223185 

Mobile 078 999 66 000 
 

Print-mart are pleased to print the 
Dorchester News 

 

The Village Mechanic 
 All makes and models seen 
 Full servicing & repairs 
 Prices estimated in advance 
 Full bodywork & machine shop 
 Recovery Service 

“An honest service with honest prices. No more 
dread about taking my car to the garage. 

They can even arrange my MOT!” 
(A member of Dorchester Parish) 

J H. Pratt Automobile Engineer 
Willowfields 

No.1 Drayton Road, 
Dorchester-on-ThamesOxon OX10 7PJ 

Call Anne or James now on 

 (01865) 341503 
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Future Bus Services 
Chris Hill, Parish Council Chairman, attended a meeting in 
Didcot on Monday, 6 July to hear about proposed changes 
to subsidised bus services. 
 

Oxfordshire County Council are proceeding with a formal 
consultation which ends on 14 September 2015. Our four 
services each way (97 and 114) are at High and Very High 
risk. It is likely that they will be lost at the end of next March 
(2016).  
 

We are exploring Volunteer Driven services. Our local 
County Councillor Lorraine Lindsay-Gale is investigating the 
possibility of a joint volunteer scheme with other local villag-
es. We could benefit from a shuttle service to and from the 
by-pass as we do have a good service on the X39/40 route 
.  
Further developments will be included in Dorchester News.  
 

Any comments, questions or concerns should be raised 
with our Parish Clerk. 

 

Recycling centres under threat 
You may have seen in local papers or on the regional 
television news that Oxfordshire County Council is pro-
posing to reduce the number of waste recycling centres.  
Lorraine Lindsay-Gale refers to this in her report (green 
page 2) and to the consultation that is taking place until 
the 5 October. The County Council aims to save 
£350,000 as part of the general reduction in council 
spending, towards the £290m that they have to have 
saved between 2010 and 2018.  Figures show that use 
of these sites has been declining in the last few years. 
 
Currently there are seven sites in the county, and this is 
to be reduced to three or possibly four.  Our nearest site 
is at Oakley Wood, near Crowmarsh.   
 
It is reported by SODC that the three new sites will be in 
central Oxfordshire, replacing or expanding Redbridge; 
a new site in North Oxfordshire; and one in South  
Oxfordshire, expanding or replacing Drayton. 
 
If there is to be a fourth site, Oakley Wood would be 
competing against three other sites and any new pro-
posals.  If Oakley Wood is closed, it will mean a longer 
journey to dispose of waste that we can’t give to the bin 
men. A few months ago we were celebrating South Ox-
fordshire’s position as the top recycler in the country, 
but that is likely to slip if we can’t easily get to a site, and 
there is a danger of an increase in fly-tipping.  As our 
SODC councillor, John Cotton, said: ‘We’ve worked very 
hard to achieve our status as the number one recyclers 
in the country, so seeing recycling options reduced for 
our residents is very frustrating.’ 
 
If you feel strongly about this, then you can register your 
point of view with the County Council at: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/news/2015/aug/council-
consulting-future-household-waste-recycling-centres 

 Ian Brace 

Gravel pits where we live? 

Latest Developments  

Earlier this year, a draft of the new OCC Minerals and 
Waste Local Plan: Core Strategy was released for con-
sultation and was subsequently approved by OCC. This is 
disappointing news as it proposes even greater quantities 
to be extracted from our region. 
 
PAGE along with other Oxfordshire groups, believes this 
document is fundamentally flawed in several key aspects 
and will work to make these abundantly clear to the inspec-
tor. Objections were raised during the consultation period, 
but unfortunately it was voted through by a narrow margin. 
 
The next step is that a Pre-Submission Plan will soon be 
issued for all interested/concerned parties to review once 
more, and this document should then be submitted to the 
Inspector in October 2015. 
 
PAGE along with the other groups, will look closely at the 
content and prepare a response statement with supporting 
documentation. This will also be submitted to the Inspector, 
in preparation for an Examination/Hearing, most probably in 
January 2016. 

 
For further details please visit  www. pagecampaign.org 

Sunday trading hours to change? 
SODC want to know what people think 

In response to changing shopping habits the Govern-
ment has put forward proposals to devolve Sunday trad-
ing laws to allow greater flexibility over the hours that 
large shops can stay open. 
 
This September South Oxfordshire and Vale of White 
Horse District Councils will submit a joint response to the 
proposals, however before doing so they want to hear 
how residents and local businesses may be affected if 
these changes go ahead. 
 
Under current arrangements large shops with more than 
280 square metres floor space can only open for up to 
six hours between 10am and 6pm on a Sunday, while 
smaller premises are free to open all day. 
 
The Government hopes that by allowing local flexibility 
for Sunday trading, consumers will be offered more 
choice when to shop locally, businesses will have more 
freedom on opening hours and staff greater opportunity 
to work on a Sunday. 
 
Anyone wanting to have their say on the proposals for 
Sunday trading should visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/sunday-trading-hours by Thursday 10 
September. 
 
South Oxfordshire District Council 
01235 540300 
www.southoxon.gov.uk  
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FOR A BEAUTIFUL 
GARDEN 

Choose from our wide range of quality garden services: 

design and construction, plants and maintenance. We tailor-

make our service for you.  
 

For a free, no-obligation visit and written estimate from 

RHS qualified staff, call 01844 279430,  

or  email info@brannfordsgardens.co.uk 

Full details at www.brannfordsgardens.co.uk 

 

 

 

VICTORIA DYDE 
 

Curtains and Soft Furnishings 
 

 

 
Challis Farm 
High Street 
Long Wittenham 
Abingdon 
Oxon, OX14 4QH 

01865 407197 mcknight574@btinternet.com 

BRYANS LOCK SERVICES 
Phone: 01865 340138.  01491 520820.  

 01235 420742 
 

Locks Supplied-Fitted-Serviced-Opened-Replaced for 
Timber- Aluminium- Steel, PVCu doors & windows.  

Keys cut to pattern.  
Keys to number for office furniture.  

Supply Safes, Document & Media Cabinets & Files 
Locks to Insurance Company Specifications. 

 
Master Locksmiths Association Approved Company. Reg. 

No. 002623 
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Fishmonger 
The travelling fishmonger comes to Dorchester every 

Tuesday and will stop at : 
 

10.20 - 10.30am in High Street near War Memorial 
 

Please note change of time.  The fishmonger now 
comes earlier than he used to. 

Wallingford Country Market 
Every Friday, Regal Centre, Wallingford  

8.30 –11.15a m. 
(We Bake, Craft, Grow) 

‘Harvest Home’  
Friday 2 October, 2015 

On sale: Seasonal Baking and Preserves as well as fresh 
local Seasonal Produce, Plants & Flowers along with 
Eggs and Crafts.  Refreshments throughout the morning. 
 
All enquiries to our Market Manager,  
Tel: 01865 890649.   
 
Come and visit us soon; you may be surprised at what 
you will find! 

Band of Music concerts 
Wallingford 

The Band of Music is launching a new concert series as a 
joint venture with St Mary’s, Wallingford. The series aims 
to help raise funds for St Mary’s church tower, and to bring 
more top quality live music to the town.  
 
The group is made up of Frances Norbury (oboe), Daniel 
Edgar and Nia Lewis (violins), Tim Smedley (cello) and 
Christopher Bucknall (harpsichord). Four of them live in 
Cholsey, and they are all full-time professional players on 
historical instruments who perform with the country’s lead-
ing period ensembles. 
 
The first concert will be on Saturday 19 September, at 
7.30pm in St Mary’s. It’s entitled ‘A Continental Selection’ 
and will include music from across Europe by Purcell, Te-
lemann, Couperin, Corelli, Scarlatti and Rebel. Tickets are 
£15 each (free for children) to include wine, and are avail-
able in advance from the Town Information Centre on the 
Market Square.  
 
The subsequent two concerts will be at 1pm on Saturday 
14 November (quartets for oboe and strings by Mozart 
and contemporaries) and at 4pm on Sunday 3 January 
(another feast of baroque chamber music). 
 
For more information or to ask questions please visit 
www.thebandofmusic.co.uk. 

Wallingford & District Art Club 

Wallingford and District Art Club meets on Tuesdays, 
7.30-9.30 pm at Centre 70, Goldsmiths Lane.  On Tues-
day 15 September, artist Jean Turton will  demonstrate 
how to paint flowers using Chinese brush techniques and 
you are most welcome to join us for what is always an 
entertaining and interesting evening (visitors £5, mem-
bers free).  And why not come along to a free taster ses-
sion at one of the untutored painting evenings on all other 
Tuesdays? Just bring your own materials and ideas or 
simply come to have a look round and a friendly chat.  Do 
ring or e-mail me if you would like more information on 
this or the other exciting demonstrations we shall be hav-
ing each month. 

Stephanie Toole 
01491 825042  

toole.stephanie@yahoo.co.uk                                                                                               
                                                          

Wallingford Day Centre 
Knitting Needles and Wool Wanted 

Clients at Wallingford Day Centre would like to knit 
squares to make a blanket which they will donate to Wall-
ingford Community Hospital. 
 
In order to undertake this project, they need No. 8 knitting 
needles and double knitting wool.   Do you have any or 
either which you could donate? 
 
If you feel you could help with this project, they would be 
delighted to hear from you. Please ring Kerry on 01491 
836467 if you can offer needles, wool or help or possibly 
all three. 

Eira E Hoare 
Friends of Wallingford Day Centre 

 

GADFAS 
The National Association of Decorative and Fine Arts So-
cieties (NADFAS) was founded in 1968 and is a leading 
Arts Charity.  It works to advance education in decorative 
and fine arts as well as promoting the conservation of our 
artistic heritage.  There are over 90,000 members in 360 
societies mainly in the UK but also overseas.  GADFAS 
became a member society at the beginning of 1987 and is 
a registered charity. 
 
GADFAS has nine lectures a year which are held at 
Goring Village Hall on the fourth Wednesday of the month.  
We have a morning session which begins at 11.00 am 
and an afternoon session which begins at 2.30pm.  The 
doors open an hour beforehand to enable members to 
meet friends, make bookings for future events and have a 
cup of coffee/tea before the lecture begins. 
 
Our membership is 460 and our annual membership fee is 
£36. 
 
Study Days are arranged twice a year to provide an op-
portunity to study subjects in more detail.   
 
Day Visits to exhibitions and places of interest are much 
enjoyed by our members and are a good way to get to 
know new people. 
 
In recent years our overseas tours have taken us to Pad-
ua and Palladio, to Portugal and to Munich.  Our forthcom-
ing tour will be to Madrid, Toledo and Segovia. 
 
Our UK tours have included Derbyshire and Herefordshire 
and we will be going to Lincolnshire this autumn. 
 
We are very proud of our Young Arts programme, our 
Church Recording and Heritage Volunteers. 
 
For further information please go to our website:  
www.gadfas.org.uk or contact our Chairman, Diana Wing-
field on Tel 0118 9843682. 
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Bell Motors 
Behind H Cafe at the Berinsfield roundabout 

 

MOT’s while you wait 

£15 discount on MOT’s when you quote this advert 

 

 On site MOT bay and Workshops. 

All makes and models catered for 

Need a service give us a call. 
 

Electronic diagnostics:~ engine management, ABS, 

air bags all undertaken. 

Need a SERVICE. (10 % discount when you quote this 

advert) 

We supply and fit exhausts, brakes, batteries  

We will carry out any MOT work required. (tyres and 

air con please call for quote)  
 

Free collection of your vehicle,  

or we will take you home and collect you upon 

completion. 
 

We will come out for breakdowns/recovery as needed. 

Welding, you break it we will try and repair it, and 

not just your car!! 

Garden machinery not starting we may be able to 

help? 

All credit and debit cards welcome. 

 

MOT`s   01865  341039 

WORKSHOP   01865  341155 

MOBILE   07931970392 

T.W Hayden 

Heating Services 
 

Tel: 01865340720 

Mobile: 07813904055 

E-mail: Twhayden@tiscali.co.uk 

 

All plumbing and heating works undertaken. 

Free estimates. 
 

 

15 Fane Drive, Berinsfield,  

Wallingford, Oxford, OX10 7NB 

Altom Tree Care Ltd 
Tree Felling 

Height Reductions 
Stump Grinding 

Landscaping ● Fencing 
Grass/Hedge Cutting 

Paddock Mowing 
Maintenance Contracts 

SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE 

FULLY INSURED    FREE QUOTATIONS 

For a reliable, professional service, Mob:07958 759747  

01844 339833 

Email altomtree@fsmail.net  
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Wallingford Museum 
Celebrating Agatha Christie Weekend 

Building on last year's successful event, a second 

'Celebrating Agatha Christie Weekend' throughout Wall-

ingford and Cholsey will be held from Friday 18 to Sunday 20 

September. 

 

You can discover the real life of world-renowned author Aga-

tha Christie in the ancient town of Wallingford and the neigh-

bouring parish of Cholsey, where she lived quietly as Mrs 

Mallowan from 1934 until her death in 1976 and wrote many 

of her novels. 

  

Your weekend could start at Wallingford Museum on Friday 

afternoon, viewing the 'At Home with the Queen of Crime' 

exhibition. Your Museum ticket includes this special Agatha 

Christie exhibition (including personal letters). This exhibition 

looks at Agatha Christie's home - Winterbrook House - and 

puts her quiet life in the town into perspective.  It includes 

several original letters from her later life, connected with her 

role as President of the local dramatic society. The Sinodun 

Players, still thriving are now based in the Corn Exchange in 

Wallingford. Also enjoy great displays on Wallingford's amaz-

ing Saxon and Medieval Royal history. 

 

Friday evening at the Corn Exchange will feature a short talk 

‘An interview with Agatha Christie - a Wallingford exclu-

sive' by local historian Judy Dewey, followed by a show-

ing of a vintage Agatha Christie film.  

 

On Saturday morning there will be a 'Guided Agatha Christie 

Walk - Wallingford to Cholsey'. Your guides will be Judy 

Dewey and Tony Raynor (local historians/authors). You will 

arrive at Cholsey churchyard where Agatha Christie is buried, 

and can then view the special exhibition of 'Agatha Christie 

and Cholsey' including photographs and documents, 

and take refreshments at the Old School, Cholsey. Return by 

the Cholsey & Wallingford Railway 

 

For Saturday evening there is a very special event at St 

Mary's Church, Cholsey with a musical presentation 'A con-

cert with a touch of Agatha Christie!'  

 

On Sunday morning the 'Guided Agatha Christie walk' and 

the 'Agatha Christie and Cholsey' exhibition will be repeated. 

In addition, there will an opportunity to walk from Cholsey to 

Wallingford instead, returning to Cholsey by train. Additional-

ly, cream teas will be available on the The Forty, provided by 

the Cholsey Women's Institute celebrating 100 years of the 

WI. 

 

Cholsey & Wallingford Railway will be running heritage 

trains between Wallingford and Cholsey throughout Saturday 

and Sunday. 

 

For more information, visit Wallingford Museum, or the Town 

Information Centre, or www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk 

Wallingford  

Gardening Club 

Garden Visit 
Wallingford Gardening Club are reaching the end of an 
inspiring summer programme of evening garden visits.  
 

For our last garden visit this year the Club is meeting at: 
Home Close, Southend, Garsington, Oxford OX44 
9DH. 
 

This is a two acre garden with unusual trees, shrubs, 
and terraces. The planting reflects a Mediterranean 
style. 
 

The visit will take place on 3 September at 6pm. 
 
Visitors are very welcome to join us.   
Further details from:  01491 836867 
 
Monthly talks at Ridgeway Community Centre will re-
sume in October. 

Isabelle Darby 

Wallingford Flower Club 
A meeting will be held on Wednesday 9 September 
2015;  7pm for 7.45pm at Crowmarsh Village Hall, 
Benson Lane, Crowmarsh, Wallingford OX10 8ED  
 
Jane Belcher will demonstrate ‘Intermingled’.  
Visitors welcome: £4 each 
 
Tickets now available for Open Meeting at the Corn 
Exchange Wallingford on Wednesday 11 November 
2015.  Doors open 7pm. 
A Floral Demonstration by National Demonstrator Bob 
Harris  
Tickets: £10 each  
 
For further details contact:  Fay 01491 834303. 

Warborough & Shillingford  
Garden Club 

Benson Garden Club 
Talk by Pippa Greenwood 

National gardening expert Pippa Greenwood will be 
talking about how to ‘Grow great veg and have fun!’ 
at Benson Parish Hall on Thursday 1 October at 7 for 
7.30 pm.  The event is organised jointly by War-
borough & Shillingford Garden Club and Benson Gar-
den Club.   Tickets, available from the Information 
Centre in the Market Place or Denny’s Den in Benson, 
are £8 each and include refreshments. 
 
Many will recognise Pippa from her appearances on 
Gardeners World or you may have heard her on Radio 
4’s Gardeners’ Question Time – do come and join us 
for what is sure to be a very entertaining and informa-
tive evening.  Following her talk, there will be a Q&A 
session and the opportunity to purchase Pippa’s latest 
books. 
 
For further information about the evening, please call 
Anne Catterson-Smith on 01865 859963 or Jane 
Franklin on 01865 891208. 

http://www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
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LB PLUMBING 
  

Toilets, taps, immersions, showers, 
leaks and more, 

no job too small  
 

Fully insured, free estimates, 
no call out charge 

 

Call Lee 01491 834484/ 
07981642688 

Dorchester News  
online  

To remind you that Dorchester News is available to  
download from the Abbey website each month (go to the 
homepage at: www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk and click 
on Dorchester News) and from the village website (go to 
www.dorchester-on-thames.co.uk and click on the 
Dorchester News tab). 
 
Remind your friends and family who have moved away 
from the village that they can catch up with what’s going 
on in Dorchester. 
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Refuse Collections 
Fridays from 7.00 am. (Saturdays 6.00am) 

Weekly: food waste (in bio-degradable starch-based bag 
or wrapped in newspaper, in green caddy) 
Fortnightly: garden waste, recycling; non-recyclable 
waste 

Sat 5 Sept Green 
Fri 11 Sept Black 
Fri  18 Sept Green 
Fri 25 Sept Black 
 

Green = recycling (loose in large green bin) and 
garden waste (brown bin, +£34 pa) 
Black = non-recyclable waste (in a bin liner if you 
wish, in black bin) 
 

The recycling centre at Oakley Wood (signposted off the A4130 
Nettlebed/Henley road 1½ miles east) is open.8.00am – 5.00pm 
seven days a week.  

From Dorchester (War Memorial)  

No. To Dep Arrive  

114 Abingdon 07.40 8.11 NS 

97 Wallingford 9.07 9.19  

97 Didcot 09.36 10.16  

97 Wallingford 10.57 11.09  

97 Didcot 11.26 12.06  

97 Wallingford 12.47 12.59  

97 Didcot 13.26 14.06  

97 Shillingford 14.47 14.51 NS 

97 Wallingford 14.47 14.59 SO 

114 Abingdon 14.56 15.16  

114 Wallingford 16.11 16.32 NS 

To  Dorchester (War Memorial)  

No. From Dep Arrive  

114 Wallingford 07.20 07.40 NS 

114 Abingdon 08.34 09.07  

97 Wallingford 09.25 09.36  

97 Didcot 10.20 10.57  

97 Wallingford 11.15 11.26  

97 Didcot 12.10 12.47  

97 Wallingford 13.15 13.26  

97 Didcot 14.10 14.47  

114 Shillingford 14.52 14.56 NS 

114 Abingdon 15.38 16.11 NS 

Village 
Bus Services 

NS= Not Saturday.  SO=Saturday only. 
No services on Sundays or Bank Holidays. 
X39 and X40 provide half-hourly service to Oxford, Wallingford 
and Reading from the bypass. 
 

All buses operated by Thames Travel: www.thames-travel.co.uk 
or 01491 837988 . 
Times checked with Thames Travel 13 August. 

What’s On 
September 

Cinema: Performances start at 7.30pm unless other-
wise stated.   NB All cinema shows are now advertise-
ment-free! 

Tues 1  Love and Mercy (12A) 

Tues 2 Love and Mercy (12A) 

Sun 6  Captain Webb (12A)  See below. 

Mon 7  The Salt of the Earth 

Tues 8  Mistress America (15) 

Wed 9  Mistress America (15) 

Thurs 10  The Diary of a Teenage Girl 

Fri 11  Absolutely Anything (12A) 

Sat 12 Inside Out (U)  At 10.30am 

Sat 12 Absolutely Anything (12A) 

Sun 13 Inside Out (U)  At 3pm 

Sun 13 Gemma Bovery (15) 

Mon 14 Gemma Bovery (15) 

Thurs 17 Death of a Gentleman (12A) 

Fri 18 Agatha (PG)  See below 

Fri 25 The Man from U.N.C.L.E. (12A) 

Sat 26 The Man from U.N.C.L.E. (12A) 

Tues 29 Roger Waters’ ‘The Wall’.  See below 

  Sun 6: Captain Webb (aka The Greatest Living English-
man), a film about the first man to swim the English Chan-
nel, features supporting artistes from Wallingford’s Sino-
dun Players, Goring Gap Players, Henley, Didcot and 
surrounding areas.  
 
Fri 18. Agatha. Fund-raising event on behalf of Walling-
ford Museum, preceded by short talk by Judy Dewey enti-
tled ‘An Interview with Agatha Christie’.  Star-studded cast 
in this 1979 film of Christies’ real-life 11-day disappear-
ance in 1926. Tickets £8 includes £2 donation to Muse-
um. 
 
Tues 29:  Roger Waters ‘The Wall’. Three-hour docu-
mentary including special intro and In Conversation ses-
sion with the creator of the classic Pink Floyd album. Plus 
concert and backstage footage of The Wall tour. 
 
Live 
Thurs 3 Sept:  NT Live The Beaux’ Stratagem, George 
Farquhar’s Restoration comedy about two charming dis-
solute young men who have blown their fortunes in giddy 
London. Shamed and debt-ridden, they flee to provincial 
Litchfield, their ‘stratagem’ being to marry for money. 7pm 
 
Sat 19 Sept: Paul Daniels and the Lovely Debbie 
McGee’s Intimate Magic Show at 7.45pm.  Unique 
night of bafflement, wonder, illusion and laughter.  All 
tickets £15.  
 
COMING UP 
October 14-17. Sinodun Players present The Cherry Or-
chard by Anton Chekhov. 7.45pm  £10. 
 
Tickets available online www.cornexchange.org.uk or 
from box office (01491 825000). Please check website for 
late additions or amendments to the programme.  
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Anglican Priest Dorchester Rectory 
Revd. Canon Sue Booys 01865 340007 
 

Education Officer 
 Margaret Craig 01865 343164 
 education@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
 

Abbey E-mail: admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
 
Contact details for Church Wardens and other Abbey 
information are on the notice board in the Abbey. 
 

Magazine copy: 
 dorchesternews@dorchesteronthames.co.uk 
 

Abbey Web www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk 
Village Web www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk 
 

Roman Catholic Priest The Presbytery 
Fr. John Osman Bridge End 
  01865 340417 
  www.stbirinus.co.uk 

Abbey Calendar 
September 
Sundays 

Sept 6  Trinity 14 
 8.00 am    Holy Communion (1662)  
  (Revd. Michael Lakey) 
 10.30am    Morning Service    
  Busking this afternoon     
     
Sept 13        Trinity 15 
 8.00 am    Holy Communion (1662)  
  (Canon Sue Booys) 
 10.30 am Sung Eucharist 
    
Sept 20   Trinity 16 
 8.00 am  Holy Communion (1662)  
  (Revd. David Haylett) 
 10.30am  Family Service and Baptism 
 12 noon Baptism 
     
Sept 27          Trinity 17 
 8.00 am  Holy Communion (1662)  
  (Revd. Caroline King) 
 10.30am  Sung Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evensong with members of the 
  Fellowship of St Birinus 

Holy Baptism  

5 July  Rufus David Starbuck Margison 
Ayla Lois Phelps 
Stephanie Alicia Page 

19 July  Benjamin Michael James Scott 
Samuel Edward Gordon Scott 

Funeral  

1 July  Richard Hotopf  

Holy Matrimony  

27 June  Wayne Paskell and Amy Bumpass  

18 July  Michael Bosher and Charlotte Rogers  

1 August Peter Whittle and Sarah Davis  

Deadline for  
October 

Dorchester News  
All items must be sent by  

Friday 11 September  
to  

dorchesternews@dorchesteronthames.co.uk  
 

Anything you would like sent to newsletter editors for 
other churches in the Team should be sent to 

admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk by the 9th of the 
preceding month 

Weekdays 
Every Tuesday 
10.30am – 12 noon Coffee in the Abbey 
 
Every Wednesday 
9.30am  Holy Communion at Berinsfield Church 

Regular events 
Weekly: 
Monday 10.00 am – 12.30 pm and 1.30 pm – 4.00 pm 

Abbey Guest House: Watercolour Painting [Full 
details from rebeccahind.com] 

Tuesday 7.30 pm Abbey: Bellringing Practice 
 10.20-10.30am  by War Memorial  Fishmonger  

(p.25) 
Thursday 9.30 am – 11.00am Village Hall: Baby & 

Toddler Group (term time only)  
Friday 7.00 pm Abbey: Choir Practice 
Alt Thurs 10.40 – 11.15 am War Memorial: Mobile 

Library (p.17) 
 

Monthly: 
2nd Thursday 7.30 pm Village Hall: WI  
2nd Wednesday 7.30 pm Village Hall: Parish Council 

(green p.1)  
3rd Wednesday Culham Horticultural  
3rd Thursday Classic Car Show George Hotel  
3rd Thursday Belcher Court: Chiropodist  (p.17) 
4th Thursday 2.30 pm: Service at the Cheshire 

Home  
 
See Village Notice Boards for details. 
Please send all entries and updates for the Dorchester 
Diary to Geoff Russell by email to: 

 parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk.  
 
The Diary will also appear in the Parish Council’s 
website:      www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

Sat 5 1.30pm Wedding of Christian Brooks and  
Jennifer Pickett 

Orchestra of St John, in the Abbey Mon 7-Sun 13  

Tues 8 10.15am Short Communion 

Sat 12  Ride and Stride 

Mon 14 7.45pm PCC in the Guest House 

Tues 15  Schools Anglo Saxon Day 

Thur 24 2.30pm Service at the Cheshire Home 

Sat 26 2.30pm Wedding of Ashley Tomlins and  
Amelie Quirke 

Parish Registers 
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Parish Council Notices 

Monthly Meeting   

September 
The September meeting will take place in the back room of the 

Village Hall on Wednesday 9th September commencing at 

7.30 p.m. The Agenda will be posted on Village notice boards 

and on the Parish Council section of the Village website – 

www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk - three clear days in advance 

of the meeting. All Parish Council Meetings are open to the 

public; a resident who wishes to raise any matter of concern is 

welcome to do so at the start of the meeting. 

 

Parish Council Co-Option 
The Parish Council is pleased to announce that, at its meeting 

on Wednesday 12 August, Oliver Margison was co-opted to fill 

the Council vacancy that has existed because at the May 

Council Election there were only seven candidates for the 

eight available places. Oliver lives at 12, Meadside, Dorchester

-on-Thames, OX10 7JX. 

Dog Mess 
The Parish Council has again received a complaint about dog 

mess, this time about dogs being allowed to leave their mess 

within the area of the Cemetery! There are specific dog waste 

bins in several places (including the path near the Cemetery). 

It is also permissible for dog waste to be placed into general 

litter bins. The Parish Council has recently purchased three 

additional bins and, in effort to try and put a stop to this prob-

lem, is trialling two dog waste bag dispensers, one near the 

Pavilion and the other near the Village Hall. The bags are free.  

The Council repeats its request for dog walkers to be more 

good-neighbourly. Please remember: ‘There is no such thing 

as the Dog Poo Fairy’. 

Cutteslowe and Wolvercote roundabouts  
The works at these roundabouts in Oxford need to be done 

simultaneously as the junctions are so close together that  

work on one impacts on the other. Doing them together also 

significantly reduces the length of time that drivers will be im-

pacted upon. The work will take more than a year; it could 

have been done more quickly, but that would have involved 

the unacceptable closure of key roads. 

 

National Citizen Service Oxfordshire 
The National Citizen Service has a proven track record in Ox-

fordshire of providing an effective programme, meeting the 

needs of young people, and particularly vulnerable young 

people, at the important stage of transition from compulsory 

education. The programme uses a nationally agreed format 

with local interpretation. The framework is governed by the 

National Citizen Service Trust and allows for local delivery 

partners to utilise existing provisions, services and profes-

sional partnerships to best benefit young people and com-

munities. Oxfordshire County Council National Citizen Ser-

vice has been highlighted nationally for its ability to capital-

ise on internal services and professionals. It also supports 

vulnerable young people and delivers a high quality pro-

gramme embedding programme delivery within its Early 

Intervention Service and utilising Oxfordshire County Coun-

cil’s outdoor education centres. At the July Cabinet the con-

tract for the delivery of National Citizen Service was agreed 

for the period 2015-18 with the aim of assisting 5073 young 

people. 

 

Contacting the Parish Council 
The Parish Clerk is Geoffrey Russell of The Pigeons (next to 

The Fleur de Lys), 5-7 High Street, Dorchester-on-Thames 

OX10 7HH  

Telephone (during normal office hours, please, unless an 

emergency) 01865 340759 

 e –mail: parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

Cllr Chris Hill, the Chairman of the Council, can be contact-

ed via chairman@dorchesteronthames.co.uk  

 

More information about the Village is available at 

www.dorchesteronthames.co.uk 

 

Urgent Village Notices 

The Parish Clerk sends urgent village notices via e-mail 

as the occasion warrants. If you would like to be added 

to his e-mail list, please send a message to 

parishclerk@dorchesteronthames.co.uk. When you 

receive the message, you will view only your own e-mail 

address: as a security precaution, all other residents’ 

addresses are hidden. This is standard practice to 

protect your e-mail address. 

From your county councillor… 
 Lorraine Lindsay-Gale 

August 2015 

continued over page... 
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Household Waste Recycling Centre  

Strategy 
A HWRC strategy will aim to create a sustainable network of 

sites across the county that are well located for areas of popu-

lation. The network, together with district council kerbside col-

lections, will aim to maximise the amount of waste reused and 

recycled in the county and minimise the amount of material 

sent for disposal. An agreed strategy will enable OCC to seek 

contributions from new development to maintain and improve 

the HWRC network. In order to achieve a financially sustaina-

ble network of sites, it is proposed that the strategy to be con-

sulted on is based on the following key objectives: 

 reduce number of sites;  

 locate sites to limit as much as possible the drive 
times for residents;  

 locate the sites as close as possible to the more pop-
ulated centres. 

A public consultation will be carried out for 8 weeks, from 10 

August to 5 October 2015. 

 

Oxfordshire Growth Board 
At the recent meeting of the Growth Board, the Post-SHMA 

Strategic Work Programme was agreed. Public bodies have a 

'Duty to Co-operate' on planning issues that cross administra-

tive boundaries. A key issue in Oxfordshire is the potential 

unmet housing need arising from Oxford City. The Programme 

has been developed to help the Oxfordshire Councils fulfil the 

duty on this issue. This meeting was webcast and can be 

found on Cherwell District Council website: 

http://modgov.cherwell.gov.uk/ 

 

Supported Transport Public Consultation 
The Council’s budget for Supported Transport for 2015/16 is 

just over £30m and will be spent on a range of ‘supported 

transport’ services including: 

 Home to school transport for children with special 
educational needs (SEN) and mainstream schooling  

 Subsidised bus services  

 Adult social care transport (older people, learning 
disabled, mental health)  

 Children’s social care transport  

 Community transport support  

 Concessionary fares  

 Dial a ride 
As part of the 2014/15 budget, the Council agreed to save 

around £3.6m by reviewing all of the above transport services, 

with a view to better integrating them. The Council proposes to 

deliver the remaining £2.56m by reducing subsidies to com-

mercial bus operators, while prioritising services used by older 

people and people with disabilities. There is an on-going con-

sultation that finishes on 14 September – please let us have 

your views. 

Reducing the cost of the back office 
Cabinet agreed to join the Hampshire partnership as an opera-

tional partner for the provision of back office support services 

through their Integrated Business Centre, with an expected 

saving of £805,000 pa. The existing Hampshire partnership is 

legally underpinned by an unincorporated public-to-public part-

nership. This enables each public body to jointly deliver and 

share the benefits of shared services between themselves. As 

a partnership rather than a commercial outsourcing, the expec-

tation is that all partners (including OCC) will collaborate and 

work together for the good of the partnership. OCC will join the 

partnership through a joint working agreement, retaining influ-

ence on the partnership through an operational forum, which 

provides a basis for consultation and the exercise of influence 

in the management of the overall joint working arrangements. 

 

Continued from previous page... 


