REPORT TO PARISH COUNCILS MARCH 2016
FROM CLLR LORRAINE LINDSAY-GALE
BUDGET
Prior to Christmas, Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) went out to consultation on possible
additional budget cuts totalling £51m, at the time believed to be the worst-case scenario.
However, due to a change in the funding formula, which penalised shire counties, the
settlement was even worse than expected and the additional savings required now total £69m.
In response to protests from shire counties, on 11th February the Government announced
transitional funding and OCC will receive £9m across two financial years in respect of this.
The Council met on Tuesday 16th February to debate the budget measures necessary to
achieve the savings. Although most of the savings will still go ahead, a cross-party agreement
was made on the day incorporating the following changes:
 A total of £2m of savings relating to Early Intervention Hubs and Children’s Centres will
now not take place. An original £6m saving on Early Intervention Hubs and Children’s
Centres - agreed by the council at its annual budget meeting in February 2015 - will still
take place. No decisions have been taken at this stage on how this £2m will be spent.
 A total of £3m of savings relating to day centres (including transport to day centres) will
now not take place. Instead they will be replaced by a saving of £1m from 2017/18
resulting from a full review of all day services for older people.
 There will be a further £300,000 contribution to the budget from reserves.
The net result of this is that the council will be able to set a balanced budget in 2016/17 but over
the medium term now has £15.2m of unidentified savings to make as opposed to the previous
figure of £11.2m. The new £4m of unidentified savings all fall in 2017/18.
A number of other important decisions were made during the debate:
 A cross-party board of county councillors will be created to consider how best to use the
transitional funds.
 The council will consider workplace parking with a view to early implementation.
 There will be a review of the number of Cabinet members.
 The benefits of a Unitary Council will be discussed on a cross-party basis and full and
timetabled consultation will be prepared. This will be subject a free vote for all councillors.
PROPOSALS FOR DISTRICT UNITARY COUNCILS
On Thursday 25th February a surprise announcement was made by Oxfordshire's District
Councils and Oxford City Council. (This may have been in response to OCC's call for a debate
on a single Unitary Council for the county.) It called for the abolition of OCC and the
establishment of four district unitaries:
 A new Southern Oxfordshire Unitary Authority would cover the area currently
administered by Vale of White Horse and South Oxfordshire District Councils.
 An Oxford City Unitary Authority would be formed in the centre of the county, covering
the area currently administered by Oxford City Council.
 A West Oxfordshire-Cotswold Unitary Authority covering the area currently administered
by West Oxfordshire District Council and Cotswold District Council.
 A Cherwell-South Northants Unitary Authority covering the area currently administered by
Cherwell District Council and South Northamptonshire Council.
OCC welcomes the District Councils' engagement in the Unitary debate and will shortly be
putting forward its own proposals.
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THIRD READING BRIDGE
Various Berkshire councils and enterprise groups have been campaigning vigorously in recent
years for a new Thames crossing known as the 'Third Reading Bridge'. The bridge would link
the end of the A329(M) in Berkshire to Playhatch in Oxfordshire. The enthusiasm of the scheme
promoters is not shared by many Oxfordshire residents who are concerned about the large
amount of extra traffic that would be deposited on to already congested rural roads. Historically,
both OCC and South Oxfordshire District Council have shared residents' concerns, but both
councils recently agreed to contribute funds to a 'Strategic Outline Business Case' in order to
remain part of the process. OCC has made it clear to the other partners in this piece of work,
that the council, by helping to fund this work, is not inherently supporting the scheme and will
await the results of this work before taking a position on whether to support a full business case
submission for funding. This decision process will also involve further consultation with the
communities the scheme could impact upon. An initial report is due this autumn.

WARBOROUGH – Parking by the School
The amount of parking outside the primary school on Thame Road at drop-off and pick-up times
has been a cause of concern over many years. But the problem seems to be getting worse, with
more parking, and more traffic using the village as a rat run between the M40 and the A34. At
the Neighbourhood Plan workshop held recently it was the number one issue that residents
would like to see resolved.
Back in September I arranged for a Highways engineer to spend time in the village observing
the situation. I have also had detailed discussions with the Chairman of the School Governors,
Brian Newey. He had suggested that traffic lights would be a solution. However the cost of
installation and on-going maintenance makes them unviable. As an alternative Highways have
suggested that they paint white lines along Thame Road at intervals to prevent a continuous
line of parked cars, and provide passing bays so traffic can flow in both directions. This solution
is being scheduled now and should be in place by April. I am assured this has worked in other
locations and hope that it is as successful in Warborough.
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DIDCOT TO CULHAM – NEW THAMES RIVER CROSSING
Significant housing and employment growth is planned in the Science Vale area, with 20,000
new jobs, 20,000 new houses and 50,000 new residents anticipated by 2031. Growth of this
magnitude would create unsustainable pressure on the existing highway and public transport
network. As a result Oxfordshire County Council has developed a transport strategy to
accommodate this growth.
Plans have been published on the work the County Council has been doing for a new river
crossing of the Thames at Culham/Clifton Hampden. Four route alignments have been looked
at taking into account:
• Environmental constraints, i.e. river and flood zones;
• Ecological impact, i.e. animal and plant life/habitat;
• Archeological constraints i.e. historical remains;
• Construction costs;
• Route suitability – to provide the transport links required by growth in housing and jobs
Of the 4 alignments, 2 have been ruled out mainly on archaeological and cost impact. The
remaining 2 will be looked at in more detail through the next stage of the design and appraisal
process. To complete a new road link, including design, public consultation, planning and
securing funding, it is likely to take approximately 10 years before construction could start. A bid
has been submitted to government for funding for up to £125 million, although scheme costs
could be lower depending on the outcome of detailed design.
A proposal for gravel extraction along route alignment 3 is likely to come forward soon. Any
gravel extraction would not prevent completion of the new route, as there would be a condition
to maintain the route or reinstate it to a suitable condition to allow road construction to go ahead
Map1.
.
Proposed route alignments
Routes 1 and 3 continue to be considered
Routes 2 and 4 have been ruled out for archaeological/cost reasons

Page 3 of 4

Map 2.
Science Vale Strategic Highways Improvement Package
The scheme being considering is described as P on this map, although the alignment is not
exact

VILLAGE RESILIENCE FUND
Oxfordshire communities are being urged to tap into a special 'resilience' fund to help them to
cope better with emergencies. The SSE (Scottish and Southern Energy) Resilient Communities
Fund offers up to £20,000 to help communities to:
•
Protect the welfare of vulnerable people during a major power cut or emergency due to
severe weather.
•
Enhance community facilities and services that may be needed during a major power cut
or emergency due to severe weather.
•
Improve communication during an emergency situation, to keep communities informed or
to aid contact between local groups and response services
Further information at https://www.ssepd.co.uk/Resiliencefund/ or call 0141 224 7191
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